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PREFACE. 



It has been written, " that the world's wealth 
is its original men ; by these and their worJts, it 
is a world and not a waste : the memory and rec- 
ord of what men it bore — this is the sum of its 
strength, its 'sacred property' forever, whereby 
it upholds itself and steers forward, better or 
worse, through the yet undiscovered deep of timo. 

" Science itself, is it not, under one of its most 
interesting aspects. Biography ? Is it not the rec- 
ord of the ivork, which an original man, still 
named by us or not named, was blessed by the 
heavens to do ?" 

May it not be also said, that the wealth of the 
Church is her godly men, her holy women, her 
ransomed little ones? Are not the record and 
memory of their self-denial and suffering, their 
patient waiting, and cheerful courage, their faith 
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and love, her richest legacies aud dearest treas- 
ures? By these is the world an Eden and not 
a waste; by these is the Ciintch the true vino 
and not a withered hranch ; a living epistle and 
not a dead letter ; the memory and record of 
what Christian men and women it bore — this is 
the sum of her strength, her " sacred property" 
forever. 

Christianity itself, is it not under one of its most 
interesting aspects, biography ? Is it not the rec- 
ord of the work, which a God-man was blessed by 
the heavens to do ? Have not its doctrines been 
unfolded by the lives and labors of its eminent 
disciples ? 

In this view, what meaning is there in the 
ohiistian life, whenever bearing " precious fruit," 
within the cottage or the hall, in the little child 
patiently bearing its weary load for Christ's sake, 
or in those holy and devout ones, whose faith sub- 
dued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, and hav- 
ing obtained a good report, have gone to receive 
their great recompense of reward. 

Herein is the beauty and excellency of the life 
of this eminent servant of God, Hannah More. 

Among the household memories, if not among 
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the nursery rhymes of many in middle life, she is 
less known to a great multitude of the young, who 
are just entering upon the duties, the responsibili- 
ties, and conflicts of the christian life, and for 
them is this sketch prepared. If there is a ten- 
dency in the Church, as some fear, to consult 
worldly advantages more than Christ's require- 
ments, to be content with a weak faith and feeble 
hopes, instead of the warm, large, generous love 
which inspired the apostles of old, and eminent 
saints of later time, to rest satisfied with only a 
name to live, instead of bringing forth fruits meet 
for repentance, let us turn back and study the 
characters of those whose lips and lives most elo- 
quently expressed the holy gospel they professed. 
Let us inquire what doctrines they beheved, what 
principles they adopted, what duties they dis- 
charged, what labors they undertook, what amuse- 
ments they forsook ; in a word, let us seek to find 
out their apprehension of Bible truth, and how 
also the Bible shaped their views, moulded their 
characters, and fitted them for usefulness. Han- 
nah More presents one of the most complete mod- 
els of christian character ; her life is a beautiful 
development of that healthy, vigorous, life-giving, 
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and heart-warming piety, which springs from the 
distinguishing doctrines of the Bible, cordially be- 
lieved and faithfully acted upon. Let every Amer- 
ican woman study her biography. It is a legacy 
left for our benefit; a portrait for our contem- 
plation ; an example to imitate ; a token for en- 
couragement and hope ; an earnest of that ful- 
ness in Christ Jesus, " if we do show the same 
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the 
end, that we be not slothful, but follower.^ of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the prom- 
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CHAPTER I. 

Let us visit the retired hamlet of Fishponds ; it is k the 
parish of Stapleton, four miles from Bristol, and possesses 
all the quiet and homely comfort of rural life in England. 
Among the humble homea of the hamlet, stands that of 
the Dominie, Mr. Jaaob More, a man of piety and learning, 
who, though bred to larger expectations and an ampler in- 
heritance, is the faithful and contented master of the parish 
school, the happy husband of his excellent Mary, the 
proud father of five little girls, and the thankful proprietoi 
of valuable stock in domestic peace and enjoyment. He is 
a devoted member of the English Church, and a loyal sub- 
ject of good King Geoi'ge. The over-east fortunes of his 
early days, and the mansion and estates of Wenhaston 
wrested from him in a suit at law, are well-nigh forgotten 
amid the manifold cares and busy interests of family rear- 
ing. Besides leading a flock of village urcbins to nibble in 
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10 HANNAH MOKE. 

the groen pastures of knowledge, Lis five little girls follow 
the same friendly crook, and in theic training, he beholds 
the buds and blossoms, as be hopes to realize the fruit, of 
his professional skill and parental fidelity. 

With more enlarged views of female education than 
were common an hundred years ago, when external ac- 
complisliments wore principally aimed at, good Mr. More, 
tliough not without a certain horror for a learned lady, 
determined to strengthen the minds of his daughters by a 
thorough course of study, and to enlarge their range of 
thought by well-selected reading ; his object was to fit 
them for usefulness, in whatever sphere the Providence of 
God might direct their steps. 

The home influences which surrounded this baud of 
asters were the purest and the best; not hsrassed by 
poverty, or stricken by luxury, but surrounded by the 
steady, yet gentle, pressure of ever doing, they were early 
taught the wonderful power of the " diligent hand ;" away 
from the £.( ered excitements, and fashionable trickery of 
city life, they only knew hfe thiuugh the simple and frugal 
hibits of their parents ennchod and beautified by the clear 
sense and devout spirit of their mother, and by the classic 
tastes and well-stored mind of their fether. There also, 
was the English culture, which every English child sucks 
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EABLV DAV9. II 

as from its mother's milk, veneraLioii for the time-worn and 
time-honored inatitntions of his fathers ; the warm glow 
of loyal affection clustering and centering around a royal 
household, the obedient heart doing liomage to the lofty 
prerogatives of priestly power, joy and piide over his 
English soil dotted all over witb monuments of historic 
truth and great men's cloings. Those elements which 
shape the national character, and in a greater or le^ 
degree mark aiid strengthen the individual influence, are 
perhaps modiSad since an hundred years ago, although 
they must ever exercise a strong and decided influence 
over every true-born English child. 

As the sisters passed fi'om infancy to childhood, from 
childhood to maidenhood, the daily discipline of reading 
and grammai', of Latin and mathematiis, was diversified 
and relieved by househ 1 1 lab rs and ral exercises. 

To the studies, which 1 11 with n M More's own prov- 
ince, he wished to add Ih t f t! F enoh language, and 
for this purpose, when M y tl li^t, was twelve, she 
went three times a w k to Btistol to receive lessons from 
the most approved instructors, ia order to fit her to be- 
wme the teacher of her younger sisters : through hot 
ind cold, through wet and dry, with a resolution which 
iver afterwai'd was one of the most prominent traits in hef 
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character, Mary More tiod unweariedly her aohtary four 
miles' walk, studjing with unflinching earnestness until 
she became a thorough master of tie French, and spoke 
it with the fluency and elegance of a native. 

■\Vlule the ol lest dii^hfer wis thus t< il ig up the h 11 
of knowledge EI zibeth ne\t hat n age wis lju<.j by her 
mothers sjie ply ng the needle turning the ^\heel or 
add ng to fimily comfoit through the thousani inseen 
channels of iimple luties "ind little kindneasi. 

Then cams Sirih bnmful of wt anl humci iihoso 
quaint siyings and lively •answers were the delight of her 
compinions and often proioked » smile from the Dom 
me in 1 la gi nest and mD^t thoughtful moods 

HiMn§ lo-ft 1 ^ iluable poion of his libriry on hia 
mournful pil^ ima^e i om the patemal estate Mr More 
was constrained to teacl; history in the m) o anmited 
style of eon\ei'aation ind story and his ovn inteieat n 
Grec an siges and Roman heroes waa revived and quick 
ened by tho bright eyes and earnest glance ot his fourth 
little one, ever first ou her father's knee, listening with a 
glowing face to the wonderful redtals which fell from hia 
lips. While still regarded as " the Uttle one," and long 
before she was thought worthy of the paternal teaching, 
the delighted parents were surprised to find her reading 
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with intelligence and fluency, Laving slipped through the 
long apprenticeship of syllables and spelling, they hardly 
knew h h 

Th ] ttl h d m d to t th 1 t f 

her 1 1 '^h 1 1 n th J 1 k t til 

as it f tH d p[ g h h f 11 es p 

herg djt [ P^PT ^ 

old p mghhb}hset 1 

characters h tt mpts t i t d wn t! th ighte wh h 
spring p b Iintly th h J tU hot. m B f ra 
her f th d w th h 1 d 1 h 1 d th to th 
great tyBtlwthtm fll If ff dia 
the hid p h js, ft t 1 p d wl t 

come I hlh t g g ly toh th h y 

carta th j II q * th cc Uj jas 

and pass — hi^ tg w&nj pi as 
der; as h p 1 1 t 1 tj th IL B h Id 

the I ttl 1 Id t f hj — p 1 J 

"This is the road to a great city 
■Which is more populous than wittj," 

is all that survives of this, ber earliest essay, through the 
long lapse of years. Beside the poem, her fourth year 
has other marvels for expectant and loving kindred. The 
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-14 HAHKAH MORS. 

Village curate amija Lci ■iixpi.ni.e fur (.iteiiiNm lessons 
well leatoed and perfectlj recited — her tret earned six- 
pence, hpi own sixpence — how iieh is tbe little one' — 
rich in the curate's appio\a! and fitherly hopes ' nch in 
piomise' =ii!ch weip the firet huipla of the Dominie's 
fourth, Hinnah Moie, born in the joar 1746 

Her fefher, delighted with the dawning abihties of the 
child, soon beg^n to tu'ich her his fdvonte Latin ; 
amazed at her rjpid progies-,, ha abindoned the work, 
lest Hannsh should grow up a jieilant, thii, howovi, 
he willingly resumed, not long after, at the entreaty of the 
h Id 1 I b3 th p ■& f tl m th Th 

1 ttl H h w h af tl p m tt d t d t ly d 
wteaahfyldh bbl w fd 

tsadld-pm j dto dfm 

h pen d t d y t h d tfd to 

h isten h a^ m t a t t t tl t 

ea !y oste d d p d h t te 

P tty w th J g t f th fl 1. 1 d J y 

J 1 f th J 1 t 1 t 

f wh h dm t aa ly q 11 d ly h ra 

t lyl 

As the family grew up, its increasing wants outran its 
Btraitened means, when the elder sisters proposed to 
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EAKJ-T DAV9. 15 

f II w tl p f s. It! f tl 1 ( y tl p 

mtf wbal llth lb ty 

W n f nd wh 1 th tt d d tte 

p] adffdth ptn adfl am ^ 

til p t na Mrs ttw tk a 1 iy t th n 1 h gh 
p t wh tl u IttI d 1 t t th b the 

fn dly d li d a to t b 1 ! t 1 1 

w lldbhldtg t jttora 

Th f m ly 1 was n w b k a u[ My Elz^btth 
and ^ ah 1 ft th pate n 1 f t t y U f t es 
th g At w Id til h 1 ^a I n d 11 flock d 
to th f Id 1 th first ) t d th 1 p and 

encou agt^ f th ft t '\^ t! 1 t 1 tude and 
pnd nu t th f th h e tch 1 tl p s& n the 
Earn d 1 f 1 ly t ^ I wh h h ! ad a! dy 

be n a te a d wh at 1 t at t! a^e f tw I e 

h ft I th h tl H nn h to eaeat e f cm hi neat, and 
bfuiiii ipl thn ppu llheg 
tlet gtjoof hhafth U fcofi 

dence in, and lespect tor the ab It - f 1 1 J^t rs f 
their new and responsible situation. 

What a world of interest opened upon the gifted girl 
in the wider sphere of study and observation, in tlie di- 
vei^ty of character, in the new friendships and associa- 
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mSAB UOKB. 



tions, in the competitions and struggles of school life in 
the city. The green banks, the shady groves and soft 
quiet of Stapleton, gave place to the stirring and endless 
passing to and fro of people, of scenes, of labors : what 
a quickening of thought ! what incitements and stimulas I 
She was not among strangers who, caring not, crowded 
her mind, or cramped her heart ; she was not a stray 
lamb in a strange fold, but affection still folded her in 
its bosom, defending her from harmful flatteries, and re- 
joicing in her opening and maturing powers. Her pro- 
gress was brilliant and rapid, reflecting honor upon the 
school, and attracting the attention of some of the most 
cultivated minds in the city. Sir James Stonehouse, a 
friend and patron of her sisters, whose writings for the 
spiritual benefit of the sick have been extensively circulated 
in the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge^ be- 
came deeply mterested in her welfare ; he took every 
opportunity of cultivating the young girl's friendship, and 
while yet a pupil, predicted her distinguished career. 

Beside Sir James, Dr. Tucker, afterwards Dean of 
Gloucestershire, Mr. Peach, a man of extensive reading 
and fine taste, and Ferguson, the astronomer, tiien lec- 
turing at Bristol, sought her sodety with delight, and 
were reckoned among her warmest friends. So great, 
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at tbat early period, were the charms of her conversation, 
that Dr. Woodward, her physician, a man of soToe emi- 
nence in his time, ia said one day altogether to have 
forgotten she was Bis patient, wHle she regaled his ear 
with strains it seemed a pnvilege to hear, until half way 
down stairs, he suddenly recollected himself, exclaiming, 
"Bless me I I forgot to ask the girl how she was!" 
while he hastened back to her chamber to make the 
necessary inquiries. 

Hannah's hterary tastes showed themselves in her pas- 
times, as well as in her graver pursuits, for we lea.rn that 
a favorite play at one time among herself and companions, 
was the gathering of little parties, where the talk should 
be wholly sustained in tie language of Shakspeare, and 
"it was surprising," she said in after days, "how well 
the conversation was kept up." It must be remembered 
that children's Uterature bad then no existence ; the 
Parent's Assistant, Ssnford and Merton, Hany and Lucy, 
books which a few years afterward delighted and quick- 
ened the minds of the young, had not then appeared, nor 
had Mrs. Barbanld, or Mrs. Trimmer, yet employed their 
pens in the juvenile department, at once so unambitious 
and yef so useful and important. Children read then — if 
tliey read at all — books which tbeir elders read and loved, 
2* 
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and Shakapeare, it seems, must have been among tha 
choice reading of young Hannah More: this unwonted 
appreciation o^ and intimate aoquaiatance with hia writ- 
ings, was the means of imparting to one of her earliest 
journeys a zest and enjoyment which few, at her early 
age, could have been supposed to feel. 

In company mth some fii-=n(ls, she visitpJ Str^tfuid 
upon-the-Avon, the birth plicc ot the immortal lod 
world-renoivnej popt, -ml inought iwayabiancli of thd 
mulberry-tree growing m Lis gaidun, said to have been 
planted by ks own band, th s she had ■wrought into 
Bugar-tongs and presentei to Mrs O-watkin, with the 



" I liiflsed the eacred slirine where Shakspeare lay, 
And bore this relic of ray bard away : 
Where shall I place it, Phcebas I— where 'tis due, 
Apollo answered : and I send it — you." 

At sevfnt^en a (.mall work issui'd tvjm her pen, en- 
titled "The Search after Happiness," a pastoral drama, 
which, with an ever-grateful sense of Mra. Gwatkin's kind- 
ness to her family, she dedicated to that lady. Acting 
phiys was at that time one branch of boarding st'hool in- 
fltraotion, and this was written to take the place of those, 
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of whicli class there were not a few, not always inculcating 
the purest aentiments, or tlie most exalted character : how- 
ever well it may have answered its purpose, and however 
great its literary metits were then regarded hy admiring 
and espeotatit friends, it can hardly now be considered 
prophetic of anything but the high moral aim which it 
was the tendency of bar maturer efforts to inculcate and 
to enforce. 

Unexpected success had crowned tie effotta of the 
Bisters: the faithful and judicious management of the 
home department, together with the superior course of 
instruction given in the school, gave it a deservedly high 
position in the community, and attracted pupils from the 
most distant parts of the kingdom. The sisters deter- 
mined now to enlarge their domain, and for this purpose 
they planned and huilt a large and commodious house 
m Park-street, where, notwithstanding their ampler ac- 
commodatioBS, twice the number of applicants appeared 
than could possibly be admitted. 

Nor were they unmindful of the comfort, and increas- 
ing infirmities of their now only remaining parent. Mr, 
More, bereft of his family, was hy their filial love re- 
moved to a pleasant house in the city, and provided 
with two female servanta to attend him, where he passed 
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a green old age, in the enjoy iiient of his garden, hia 
library. Lis friends, and, above ali, the daily visits and 
delightful companionship of his five excellent daughters. 

After having completed her studies as pupil, Hannah 
retained her connection in the school as teacher. Be- 
loved and respected in no common degree, the younger 
eisters were often invited by their pupils to visit their 
homes during the vacation recesses. They were, at this 
time, on an intimate footing with the Misses Turner, two 
older members of the school, and were often invited to 
accompany them to Belmont, the residence of their cousin, 
Edward Turner, Esq., six miles from Bristol. The fine 
taste and cultivated mind of Hannah made a strong im- 
pression on the host, who delighted to consult her in hia 
projected improvement, and followed her suggestions in 
many of the embellishments made at this time on hia 
estate; — nor did she fail to find themes for her muse in 
the shady nooks and green winding ways of beautiful 
Belmont. On the summit of a hill reached by a steep 
and rugged path flrough the woods, in whose deep se- 
clusion we may suppose she sometimes loved to linger, 
there remained, long after her death, a board over-writteu 
with a little poem, to inspire the weary pilgrim with 
hope and resolution through hia tedioua and rugged 
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way, siiggeatci;! by the nature of the scenery around her. 
In erecting a monument to a departed ftiend, Mr. Turner 
was indebted to his guest for the inscription it bears, 
and which afterward appeared in her works under the 
title "Inscription on a Cenotaph," and it is no matter 
of surprise, that one so fitted to sympathize with him in 
his tastes and pursuits, should have engaged his affecdon, 
and, for a time, at least, have wooed him from his lova 
of single life. Though twice her age, for Hannah was 
now nearly twenty-^two, he sought her hand ; the suit 
was favorably regarded, and the bridal preliminaries were 
completed, when the current of true love, not always 
smoothly flowing, drifted theni apart, and sundered the 
tie ; nor does it appear that Hannah ever afterwards 
freighted her bark on the same dangerous element. 

The gentleman never ceased to regard her with respect 
and interest, and his first toast every day, whether alone, 
or in society, ever was " Hannah More." In after years, 
their long-suspended intercourse was renewed, and con- 
tinued with the iitmost cordiality until his death, when 
he bequeathed to her a thousand pounds. There are no 
tearful regrets to bestow over this severed tie, for Mrs. 
Turner might have deprived the world of the brilliant 
career and valuable services of Miss Hannah More. She 
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22 BANNAHMORE. 

afterwards received an offer of marriage from Dr. Lang- 
horne, vicar of Blagdon, author of several works, a man 
of lively wit and cultivated intellect, with whom she be- 
came acquainted while in quest of health and strength on 
the coast of Somersetshire. Behold her on the beaoh, 
Bometimes on a pillion behind her servant, sometimes ac- 
coutered for a walk in company with the Doctor, some- 
times surrounded by a group of admiring friends, drawn 
thither by the charms of her brilliant and animated con- 
versation. Though a rejected suitor, the Doctor main- 
tained a poetical and literary correspondence with the 
lady until his death, which took place in the prime of 
manhood, although not before Lis usefulness had become 
blighted by irregularifles and misfortune. 

Thus fer have we caught passing glimpses of Hannah 
More in the dear seclusion of her bii-th-place, the bnsy 
retreat of her sisters' school, and the agreeable circle of 
Bristol soaety, where her simple manners, her good sense, 
and the unaffected friendliness of her heart, gave an 
added lustre to those brilliant powers and that ready wit, 
which, afterwards, made her a welcome and honored 
guest in the most elegant and refined circles of the me- 
tropolis. How much is there in her early life of which 
the few and scanty records that rem^n, fail to inform 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Siiitniiurfinit tn ICnnhn IntiEiii. 

BBiLLiiHT minds centre around this period of English 
literature. The splendid diction of Burke had kindled a 
fresh glow around " The Sublime and Beautiful ;" tte De- 
serted Village was suiTounded by admiring groups : John- 
son fed and fattened the world of letters from the stoi'e- 
house of his strong and affluent mind ; Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds was in the zenith of his popularity; and Garrick, 
the enchanter of the English, ruled the stage. 

London society wae rife with genius, wit, and learning : 
the feimous Blue Stocking Club was then in its glory, and 
its accomplished patrons figured in the most elegant and 
refined circles of that day. This gathering, which has 
unwittingly ^ven a name of implied reproach to women 
of literary tastes and pursuits, was composed of persons 
distinguished for wit and talent, who met at each other's 
houses, without ceremony or supper, to enjoy the charm 
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of each other's soeiety, without the interloping aid of cards 
or dancing, as wo learn from a little poem entitled the Baa 
Bleu, written by Hannah More a few years after — 

" Long waa Booiety o'ertun 
By Whkt, that deEecmting Hqq, 
Long did Quadrilla despotic sit, 
■nint Vandal of colloquial wit, 
And conversation's setting liglit 
Lay deep obscured in Gotbio tiiglit; 
At lengtb iiie mental sbades decline; 
Colloquial wit begins to sliine; 
Genius prevails, and converaadon 
reformation." 



An object befitting the cultivated minds of that day, when 
epeech, we may suppose "to have been tie golden harvest 
that followed the flowing of thought :" an object too which 
it might not be amiss to revive, if, in the feverish reading, 
and vapid flight of news, people can pause and think ; for, 
without thought, that healthy digestment of tlrings worthy 
to be known, conversation must soon lose its freshness and 
ori^nahty, and degenerate into mere news-teffing and 
literary gossip, 

Among the admired women of that circle ranks Mrs, 
Elizabeth Montagu, who aotiuired much celebrity as the 
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author of an "Essay on tho Genius of Shakspaare," pub- 
lished in 1769, of which Cowper says, "The leai-ning, the 
good sense, the sound judgment, and the wit displayed in 
it, fully justify, not only my compliment, hut all compli- 
ments, either that have alieady been paid to her talents, 
or shall be paid hereafter:" but while the E^ay which 
made her conspicuous to her contemporaries has passed 
away, she became bettet known in this country by a 
volume of her delightful letters, which charmed the read- 
ing world fifty years ago. Beautiful in youth, and left in 
possession of an ample fortune at the death of her hus- 
band, '■he retimed, until the latest period of life, a grace 
of peraon and manner, which made her splendid mansion 
at Beikeley biiuare a centre of the most polished society in 
the mptiopohs By hei siie, behold Elizabeth Carter, 
accounted one, of the must learned hdies of liec time, the 
long-loved and mtimato LOm^ amun of Mrs. Montagu. At 
twenty-nine, Dr Johnson, whom no one would venture to 
call an indiacnmmate admirer of the sei in a fit of un 
usual galjantrj, Lomfosed a Gioek e]), in to herpiiNe, 
and she waa -ilmoat the only 1 idy thiou^h 1 ng y -ira of 
intercoirse, whom he tieiti_d with unifoim attention and 
civilit/. For tho encouragement of the young who aie 
move ready to cti'^^tion their abilities than to exercise 
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tfem, and f„, th„ benefit of te»he» „1,„ are impatient 
of prope» wliiol, lliey are not faithful enongl, to secme, 
let it be added, thai Mr. CarleT, in earlj da,, Elizabeth. 
in.tracl»r, became ,» wearied and dialeartened by tie 
dulnees and apparent stnpidily of his daughter, that he 
abandoned the ta.1, of teaching her, while ,he, with a 
re«)Iution which nothing co„ld ,nench, continued her 
studies until .he became a thorough master of the learned 
hBguages. Dr. Johnson, in speaWng „f a celebrated Greek 
scholar, said he understood Oreek better than anybody 
else, eicepl Elizabeth Carter : tlo Bible, her choicest boot, 
she was accustomed to rcrf in Hebrew: the hshernion of 
Deal, her place of residence escept during her long nb- 
.ences at London, respectfully regarded her as the <. J««oc 
»«to-, that being the highest conception the, could form 
of the abilities and power of their distinguished towns- 
woman. Her biography may be found in .one of our 
older Bbraries, together with "Mrs. Chapone's letters to 
Toung ladies," a famous book in its day, upon which the 
dnst of year, has already gathered. No lady conld afford 
to b. without its TO counsel and judicious guidance: 
a»»ons and careful motheis gave it to their young daugh- 
ters; and so popular was the aid which it rendend to 
pni'ento, that it became the maternal ancestor of a lon» 
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line of " Letters to tbe Young," it being tbrougli no want 
of advisecB or lack of advice, if the young of our genera- 
tion are not vastly wiser and better than their elders were. 
Here is Mrs. Chapone, one of tlie Blue Stocking coteiie, 
with another, no less distinguished in her day, Hon. Fran- 
ces Boscawen, widow of Admiral Boscawen, the warm and 
appreciating friend of hterary worth and rising genius. 
With her comes Mrs. Veaey, to whom, in pleasing remem- 
brance of the delightful gatherings so often enjoyed at her 
house, Miss Move dedicated her B^ Bleu poem, 

"Veaeyl of eenae the judge and friend, 
Awhile raj idle strdns attend." 

Biillntit ■i.'. thpse cirdes wei , cm h^-d Ij ih' kiinmg 
ot Johnson, tlie wit of Uainct the ttata ot Reynolds, the 
elegance of JIra Montagu, anl the m^ial woitt of Eliza- 
beth Caitei, they were )et ts> lecc ^e i dphghtful auiession 
in the gifted woman, who, m compmy with hei fefcter 
Sarah, left Bristol on i vi&it to London, m the viintei of 
1773, and begin, is she sijs, for the fiist time, to "know 
something of the hurry, battle, dissipation, anJ nonsen- 
sical flutter of town life ' 

Her reputation had ilreidy piei.eded bur, -inl Hanmh 
Wore 13 soon a gut-st at the t^ble f 'm Jcshua P.c-vnolds, 
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whose handaonie establislimeiit in Leicester-fields was the 
resort of the gay and learned. Hosts of fiiends sur- 
rounded his hospitable board, drawn thither quite as much 
by the genial warmth of his spirit as by the world-wide 
reputation of his genius, and the monuments of his in- 
dustry and art. His sister Frances presided over his 
house, with whom Hannah was speedily on an intimate 
footing. Miss Reynolds, if we may credit a contemporary 
critic, seems not to have been a very skilfiil housewife, or 
to have served her brother's table with an especial refer- 
ence to order or arrangement, there often being a de- 
ficiency of knives, forlis, plates, and glasses ; yet their 
fiiends long lored the memory of those social hours, 
which, after the sun had set that gave them warmth, no 
one ever attempted fo revive or imitate. 

We nest follow her to Hampton Court, the princely 
domain of Cardinal Woolsey, located in the midst of an 
extensive park of majestic trees, sixteen miles from Lon- 
don. Here wero the chambers of royalty, with their 
superb pictures and ancient tapestry; here the beauliea 
of King ■William's court, looking beautiful still through 
the stiff and antique drapery of elder times : here, too, 
the records of royal industry, tapestry wrought by Queen 
Mary's hands, when, surrounded by her maidens, " her 
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nepdle plied its l)u=;y task" Aitbougli tbi^ scit ol his- 
torical interest and rojal magniti,eiice could not fill to 
inteiest, her youthful enthusiasm was nun,kcned to a 
wanner glow by a visit to the "iinmoital shades" of 
Twickenham, the abode, both in life and deith, of Pope, 
one of hei favonta anthora, and it the distance ot only a 
pleasant walk from Hampton Court. 

The cuiioHs domain of the poet, at that time in pos- 
session of Sir "William Stanhope, had suffered few 
outward changes ; the rooms had been stripped of every 
memento of its former occupant : his bust, statue, pictures, 
and library, many of them gifls of distinguished men, 
and tributes to his genius, had been scattered far and 
wide among his friends, but the house remained, with its 
curiously wrought arcades, columns, and porticos. The 
garden, shrubbery, and grotto were also there, where Ad- 
dison, Swift, Fame!, and Bolingbroke read, wi-onght, wrote 
and raked, fai- from the busy and distracting scenes of 
London life ; nor could she leave without plucking a sprig 
of laurel from the garden, and ateahng two stones from 
the grotto, in memory of the great departed : neither did 
she leave Twickenham, without visiting the hallowed tomb 
of her "beloved bard," who quietly rests in the village 
church, beneath a stone bearing the inscription, " One who 
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would not liG buried in Westminster Abbey," he, as Han- 
uab wittily suggested, probably preferring to be the first 
gho t n Tw eke him than in nfer or one at Westm nster 

C n 1 ei ret r t Himpton he s ted the co intry 
hou e of Da 1 Gar t bea t fully aituited o tlie 
llama a 1 tlien u degonj^ some pi s ^he win 
de ed o echsgro nJs a d stole tt h temjlo ^ q et 
g den ret eit c nt n amon othe th n^-s a chaar 
c ou ly n o „U f o u th t lit, -^ih k 

peare gar le 

I sat t ote sh to M tk n but ci ght 

no nsp -nt on Whit d v j att nt n o t w s a 
aplen 1 i stat e of that g t ind o 1 an n in 

att tude st k cgly pens vo h & 1 nba at on^ly u cula 
1 s CO ntenan e express ve of s m vi t con -sj t o and 
hs whole fo n seen ng the b^ er foe son e nment* 
dea V th vh ch yo ppose h mi^ t on [ gni t 
The stat e coat £500 

"W th a k nd ed 9p nt 11 I d II i on th sto e 1 
loners i d ta enown of tl oae whose ha nt was pon 
the J ps f me and wl o3e dwell ng was d the r heirt. 

Tl e d ama wis th i fa u te 1 i a tm nt of 1 terature 
w th Hannil M re he hrst it le m d amit c ind she 
1 id alrea !y sketched some of the most g i 1 i d tl rili 
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ing scenes in Hebrew history, wtich afterward appeared 
in the form of the " Sacred Dramas." No wonder, thee, 
that Gamck was at once an object of curiosity and deep 
iatei'est ; and she longed to witness those remarkable gifts, 
fitted 

"To pierce, to cleave, to tear the heart. 
Whatever names delight ihe ear, 
Othello, Richard, Hamlet hear." 

She first beheld him in the character <>f King Loar, 
and her graphic description of his powers, in a letter to 
a mntual friend, evintung a just appreciation, and a correct 
criticism of the drama, inspired him at once with the 
strongest desire to see and know lier. 

David GaiTick was at that time m.ttter of the Erghah 
stage : though somewhat past the ]irime of life, having 
nearly reached his si\tieth year, hla frame stil! letained 
the flexilality and vigor of earlier days. With genius 
and refinement, "the finest man in the world for sprightly 
conversation," as Johnson says, whose pupil he had been, 
and whose friendship he ever continued to enjoy, GarricU's 
house, adoiTied by Eva Maria, his beautifnl and accom- 
plished wiffl, was a centre of attraction to the literary 
circles of that period. 
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But Hannah, with whetted appetite, loDged to behold 
the wonder of the age, "Irene Johnson!" "Dictionary 
Johnson !" " Idler, Rambler Johnaon !" nor did her wishes 
remain long ungratified. Calling one day at Sir Joshua's, 
she learned ho was within : her friends tried to moderate 
her eagerness, by telling her of the moody fits of the 
Doctor, in which he would be quite as likely to turn his 
back, or think of Tom Thumb, as on a 
give her a befitting welcome. How ; 
pointed was she, on entering the room where he was, to 
find herself greeted with the utmost cordiality, by a verso 
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of her owD poetiy, wliilo he arose to receive her, with 
Sir Joshua's maecaw jauntily perched on his arm ; the 
maccaw, indeed, was a great favorite with the Doctor, 
whose fame has extended to our owq limes, by its appre- 
eiatjng estimate of young Norticote'e work. While a 
pupil at Sir Joshua's studio, he took a portrait of one of 
the seiTants, which being brought into the room where 
the bird happened to be, it mistook it for the original, 
against whom it harbored a grudge, and instantly flew 
to tie canvass with the greatest fury; nor could it ever 
contemplate the pietme 'tb ut s'm'la e b'b'fon of 
feeling. Hannah waa m t f ably rop d w th the 
great conversationist; aol n t ] fte a 1 she and 
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i Anna Al illiams, tlie blind poet- 
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ess, wbo for forty years was sheltered beneath the Doctor's 
roof. The daughter of an early friend, on eoniing up to 
London, before his wife's death, for tie purpose of having 
an operation peiformed upon her eyes, she was invited to 
become a guest at their house during Mis. Johnson's 
ilhiess. She was the companion of her sick chamber, and 
after her death, failing ta receive the expected benefit from 
medical aid, Dr. Johnson, in pity to her desolate situation, 
offered her a home. Her destitute situation enlisted the 
sympathy of his friends, and she became a pensioner 
upon their bounty. Garrick gave her a benefit, which 
settled upon her £200. Mrs. Montagu allowed her ten 
pounds a year, and Miss Carter aided in getting up a 
subscription for her poems, which amounted to nearly 
£1500 more. Thus, though her book has long since 
ceased to make .iny claim upon the I'eading world, Miaa 
Williams is destined to immortality through the generosity 
of her benefactor, and the liberality of hk friends. 

Hark! the heavy tread of the host is at the door; he 
enters: behold his burly and unwieldy body, his face 
disfigured by scrofula, and head surrounded by a large, 
bushy, grayish wig, well singed, or, perhaps, quite 
crisp in front— a very fright to the respectable company 
of wigs with which it daily associates: its master's eyes 
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are both weak and near-sighted, which, in 
interest for a favorite author, often cause him to bring 
the Eght within a dangerous vicinity to his person, quif« 
regardless of consequences. "When he dined with dis- 
tinguished guests at Leicester-fields, Sir Joshua's butler 
used to take the liberty of drawing the Doctor aside, and 
replacing the old wig with one more auitable to the 
occasion. 

He is dressed in plain brown clothes, black worsted 
stockings, and silver knee-bucMcs. Ilis roOing gait, with 
the odd and convulsive twists of his unwieldy body, 
added to a harsh and imperious voice, altogether formed 
a personelle sufficiently disagreeable to repulse the least 
festidious ; but with all those defects and iniirmilies of the 
outward man. Dr. Johnson was the intellectual I 

" Subtle when strong, invincible when right, 
Armed at all points, and glorying in his niight; 
GHadiator-lilte, he traveraea the field, 
And strength and skill compel iho foe to yield." 

Of the Doctor, in a softer light, the poet adds — 

"And I have seen him witb a milder air, 
Endrded with the witty and Hie fair, 
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Even in old age, witli pkcid mien i-ejoice 

At beauty's smile, and beauty's flattering voice." 

At the time of Hanoah's introduction to Lim, Le wi.f 
past sixty-five, bearing the accumulated iufirmities of age 
and disease, though keenly alive as ever to the pleasures 
of tea aad conveasation. No person, probably, enjoyed 
with more relish that cup which cheers, but not inebriates, 
or possessed a more appreciative sense of the qualities of 
Boliea. 

Come early or late, the tea-table was sure to be spread. 
By the friendly inspiration of the fragrant leaf, his morn- 
ing was endured, his evenings were solaced, and he could 
talk the twenty-four hours together without weariness or 
rest, did not a considerate regard to the bed-time of his 
friends release them from his side. 

"I lie down," he once said, "that my acquaintance 
might sleep, for I lie down to endure oppressive misery, 
and soon rise again to pass the night in anxiety and paJn," 
Of poor Johnson it might be said, that bodily existence 
was a torture. 

As he enters now the little parlor in Floet-street, the 
comers are received with friendly warmth; be laughs 
heartily at Hannah, and declares that in the big arm- 
chair he never sits. 
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Perhaps they discuss his "Journey to tlio Hebrides," 
just published, a work which shows the fertility of his 
miad, in investing the diyest subject with interest, and 
tuining the most barren spot to a profitable account, four 
thousand copies of the work having been sold on the first 
week of its publication. 

On Hannah's return to Bristol, in 1774, her feelings 
became warmly enlisted for her favorite candidate in the 
Parliameut election, which was then going on, Hon. Ed- 
mund Burke, who made the friendship, and was a frequent 
guest of the Misses More. When success at the polls 
became more than probable, t!ie sist«r3 presentpcl him 
with their congratulatory addresses, through a splendid 
cockade, composed of the sublime and beautiful colors 
analyzed in his famous essay, entwined with myrtle and 
ivy, laurel and bay, decorated with silver tassels, and filled 
with appropriate mottoes, two of which are the following: 

"He is himeelf Uie great BubHme ho draws." 
"In action faifliful, and in honoi' clear." 

The box was handed him wliiic surrounded by a lai^e 
company, which being opened, the cockade came to light, 
amid the applauses of his fi-iends, and the univeraal in- 
quiry whence the tribute eaiae. Burije himself declared 
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it could only be IVoui his Pai'li-sti'cet friencis. It vv 
elevated to a conspicnoua situation in tHe eommittee-rooi 
until liis success became undisputed, when it graced I 
cap on the diy of his triumph. 
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CHAPTER III. 



% f Hp Ht tllE aSlHES. 



Tns bright worU uf mk-lloctiial life an.l social e' 
into whict Hannali More was sudJenly ami unexpectedly 
ushered, while it hrought her into coropacionship with 
peuplo whom it was a pleasure and a privilege to know, 
also hrought her into contact with amusements and habit'i, 
which were not only foreign to her tastes, hut opposed to 
her moral &ense ; though indulged in and enjoyed by her 
new frii-cds and admirers, she is not dazzled by thsir exam- 
ple, or seduced into an approval contrary to her convieliona. 

In her free home letters, so full of good sense and 
graphic description, she opens a loophole into her heart 
and habits, through which we see the great and gifted in 
the easy and every-day dress of social and familiar inter- 
course. 

The following was written during her second visit to 
London, in l'i'l5 : 

"Our visit was at Sir Joshua's, where we were received 
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with all t!ie frifindship imaginable. I ara going to-daj to 
a great dinner : nothing can be conceived so absurd, ex- 
travagant, and faDtastical, as the present mode of dressing 
the head. Simplicity and modesty are things so much 
exploded, that their very names are no longer remembered. 
I have just escaped from one of the fashionable disfigurers, 
and though I charged him to dress me with the greatest 
simplicity, and to have only a very distant eye npon tha 
fashion, just enough to avoid the piide of singularity; 
yet in spite of all these sage cautions, I absolutely biush 
at myself, and turn to the glass with as much caution as 
a vain beauty just risen from the small-pos, which cannot 
be a more disfiguring disease than the present mode of 
dress. Of the one, the calamity may be greater in its 
consequences, but of the other, it is more corrupt in ita 

" We Lave been reading a treatise on the morality of 
Shakspeare. It is a happy and easy way of filling a book 
that the present race of authors have arrived at — that of 
criticising the works of some eminent poet ; with moii- 
stj'ous extracts and short remarks. It is a species of 
cookeiy that I begin to grow tired of; they cut up tlieii 
authors in chop, and by adding a Jittle crumbled bread 
of their own, and tossing it up a little, tbey present it aa 
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a fresh dish : you are to dine upon tlie poet ; the critic 
supplies the garnish, yet haa the ci'edit, as well as tlie 
profit, of the whole entertainment." 

LoNDOM, 1775. 

I had yesterday tho pleasure of dining iu Hill-street, 
Berkeley Square, at a certain Mrs. Montagu's, a name not 
totally obscure. The party consisted of heraelf, Mrs. Car- 
ter, Dr. Johnson, Salander, and Matty, Mrs. Eoscawen, 
Miss Eeynolds, and Sir Joshua (the idol of every com- 
pany), some other persons of high rank and less wit, and 
your humble servant— a party that would not have dis- 
graced the table of Lelius or of Atticus. I felt myself a 
worm, the more a worm for the consequence which was 
^ven me, by mixing me with such a aodety; but, as I 
told Mrs. Boscawen, and with great truth, I had an oppor- 
tunity of making an experiment of my heart, by which I 
learned that I was not envious ; for I certaiulv did not 
repine at being the meanest person in company, 

Mrs. Montagu received me with the mo'st encoui'aging 
kindness : she is not only the finest genius but the finest 
lady I ever saw. She lives in the highest style of mag- 
nificence; her apartments and table are in the most 
splendid taste ; but what baubles are thes?, when speaking 
trf a Montagu ! her form {for she has no hody) is delicate 
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even to fragility; hei- counten since tlie most animated in 
the world; the sprightly vivacity of fifteen, with the judg- 
ment and experiencs of a Nestor. But I fear she is hasten- 
ing to decay very fiat. Her spirits are so active, tiiit the) 
must sxin wpii out the little tiail rei^ptacla thit holds 
tliem Mrs Oiiter has in hei person % giejt deil of whrt 
the gentlemen mean when they sa^, such a one la a 
"poetical lady " howeiei, independently of hei great 
fcilents and leaLnmg, I hke Iiei luiiJi stc h^s iflibhtj, 
kiEdneas, and ijoodness, and I hoiui h i heirt e\en more 
than hei talents But I dj net Ilk one of them bettei 
thin Mrs Boscineti she is at onoe pohte, leirned juli 
eioui, and humble, and Mr« Pilk teiis me her letteia aio 
not thjught mfriioi to Mra Mjnti^u's She regretful 
(so did I), that so many suns could not possibly shme 
at one time hut we are to have a am^iller part}, inhere, 
fiom fewer lumin'met, there may emanate i clearer, stead 
]Pt, and more benpflonl hijht. Di Johnson Tskt.1 me htw 
I liUd the n>'W liagely of IiJiginzp I wia ifrad to 
speik before cumpiny however, as 1 thought it i l^ss 
cmI to dissent fiom the opinion of a felloii ueatiiie, than 
to tell s falbitj, I ventmed to give my s nti n iits , and 
was satisfied with Jjhnson'a answenn^, ' you ire i%hf, 
madam." 
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44 UAHNAH MORE. 

With sisterly pi-ide, iiid in i tonp ot ^ft otiomtp eulogy, 
Sarah, who joined nannah in her winter soj .urmug at 
London, thua writes, m her bryht ind lively stylp, to the 
sisterhood at Bristol : 

London, 1775. 

Tuesday evening we drank tea at Sir Joshua's, with Dr. 
Johnson. Hannah is certainly a gi'eat favorite. She was 
placed next him, and they had the entire conversation to 
themselves. They were both in remarfeabiy high spirits : 
it was certainly her lucliy night ! I never heard her say so 
many good things. The old genius was extremely jocular, 
and the young one very pleasant You would have imar 
gined we had been at some comedy, had you heard our 
peals of laughter. They, indeed, tried which could "pep- 
per the highest," and it is not cleai' to me that the lexicog- 
rapher was really (he highest aeasoner. Yesterday, Mr. 
Garricfc called upon us ; a volume of Pope lay upon tiie 
table : we asked him to read, and he went through the 
latter part of the "Essay on Man." He was exceedingly 
good-humored, and expressed himself quite delighted 
with our eager desire for information; and when he had 
satisfied our inton'ogatory, "Now, madam, what next!" 
He read several lines we had been disputing about, with 
regard to emphasis, in many different ways, before he 
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decided whicli was right. He sat with us from half-past 
twelve till three, reading and criticising. Wo have just 
had a call from Mr. Burke. 

London, I'l'IS. 
" Bcnr me, some god, quickly benr me hence. 
To wliolesome solitude, Uie nurse of " 

" Sense," I was going to a<ld, in the words of Pope, (ill I 
recollected that ^sence had a more appropnate meaning, 
and waa aa good a rhyme. This apostroplie hroke from 
me, writes Hannah, on coming from the opera, the first I 
ever did, the last, I trust, I ever sJuiU go to. For what 
purpose has the Lord of the universe made his creature 
man with a comprehensive mind? why make him a little 
lower than the angels 1 why give him the feculty of think- 
ing, the powers of wit and memory ; and to crown all, an 
immortal and never-dying spirit! Why all this wondrous 
waste, this prodigality of bounty, if the mere animal senses 
of sight and hearing (by which he is not distinguished 
from the brutes that perish) would have answered the end 
as well ; and yet I find that the same people are seen at 
tJie opera every night — an amusement written in a lan- 
guage the greater part of them do not understand, and 
performed by such a set of beings. But the man 
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mitted. 'V, e spent the time, not as wits, but as leasonable 

creatures ; better characters, I ti-ow. The convereataon was 

sprightly, but serious. I bara not enjoyed an aft«nioon so 
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miieli since I Imve been in town. There was much ster- 
ling sense, and they are all ladies of high chai'acter for 
piety, of which, however, I do not think their visiting on 
Sunday any proof: for though their conversation ia edi- 
fying, the example is bad. 

T!is more I see of the " honored, famed, and gi'eat," tJie 
more I see of tl e 1 ttlene s tl nsat f tor nea. of all c 
ated goo 1 and tl t no ea tl jy jl isu e c n lill p the 
wants of th n o f 1 p [le w fh One ne d go no 
fai'ther th th eo [ -u y I ha e just left t be conv need 
that "pain fo ma ad that fo tu e, talents and sc 
ence, are no exempt on f o u the n pe sal lot Mrs Mon 
tagu, em n ntly 1 t ngu sh 1 for w t an 1 virt e tl o 
wisest wh e 11 a e se s h eten ng to nsen hie decay 
by a slow but e hectc, M Ghapone has e pe encel 
the severest reverses of fortune ; and Mre. Boscawen's life 
has been a continued series of afflictions, that may almost 
bear a parallel with those of the lighteons man of XJz. 
Tell me, then, what is it to be wise ! Thia, you will say, 
is exhibiting the unfavorable side of the picture of human- 
ity, but it ia the right side, the side that shows the like- 
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CHAPTER IV. 

While Miss More was at home in tte winter of 17'7B, 
she oBe ijay said to her sistere, " I have been so fed with 
praise, I tliiak I will venture to try what my real value 
is, by writing a slight poem." 

Her social positiott had been greatly changed sincfl the 
Pastoral Drama issued from her pen, perhaps at the desk 
of the noisy acliool-TOoin, beyond which her iiime and in- 
fluence were but jiist extending, 

London and "live authors" were yet in the distance, 
lying in tlie warm sunlight of her youthful fancy, nor had 
her gayest hopes or wildest wishes or maturing powers 
foretold the honored destiny in store for her. Now, on the 
path of time, had ihe been out to meet it ; the brilliant 
circles of London already delighted in her presence; wit, 
Wealth, and learning;, bade her welcome; her mind, quick- 
ened and enriched, asked fui proof of the powers thus ad- 
mired and valued by the great and gifted. 
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Tlie Pastoral Drama evea had becomo a tiivoiite: a 
sixtli edition had been called for, and it was this year pub- 
lished in Philadelphia, whence came two little poems in 
compliment to its author : the entire profits of the sale had 
netted £100. 

Hannah resiamed her pen, and within a fortnight, two 
poems were completed, — "Sir Eldred of the Bower," and 
" The Bleeding Eoct." These, on her return to London, 
she presented to a well-known publisher, Cadell, who 
offered her forty guineas, promising at the same time, 
could she discover what Gfoldsmith received for his " De- 
serted Village," to increase the sum to that amount. 

Of this flattering award of pounds and pence, the "De- 
serted Village" has now no right to feel envious, for it has 
a pepetual inheritance in our hearts, while " Sir Eldred," 
after a brief fondling from the great men of his day, has 
passed into obscurity and neglect. 

Miss Sally More, who accompanied her sister to London, 
writes home the gratifying news — " From 1 
we learn, that Sh Eidred is the theme of c 
all the polit« circles, and that the bei 
kindled a flame in the cold heai't of Johnson, who d 
that her parent has but one fault, which is, suffering her- 
self to graze upon the barren roclcs of Bristol, while the 
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50 HANNAH MORE. 

ricli pastures of London avo guarded by no fence which 
could exclude her from theia." 

Ib another letter she adds : " If a wedding should tako 
place before our return, don't be surprised^ — between the 
mother of Sir Eldred and the father of Irene — nay, Mi's. 
Montagu says, if tender words are the precursors of connu- 
bial engagements, we may expect great things ; for it is 
nothing but 'child,' a 'little fool,' 'love,' and 'dearest.' 
After much critical discourse, he turns round to me, and 
with one of his most amiable looks, which must be seen to 
form the least idea of^ he says : ' I have heard you are en- 
gaged in the useful and honorable occupation of teaching 
young ladies :' upon which, with all the ease, familiarity, 
and confidence we shoidd have done, had only our dear 
Dr. Stonehouse been present, we entered upon the history 
of our birth, parentage, and education, showing how we 
were born with more desires than guineas, and how as years 
increased our appetites, the cupboai'd, at length, began to 
grow too small for them, and how with a bottle of water, a 
bed and a blanket, we set out to seek our fortunes ; and 
how we found a great house with nothing in it ; and how 
it was like to remain so, till looking into our knowledge- 
boxes, we happened to find a little learning a very good 
thing, when land is gone — and so, at last, by giving a little 
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of this to those who hud less, we got a good store of gold 
in return— but bow, alas, we wanted the wit to keep it. 
' I love yoii botb,' cried the Doctor. ' I love you all five ! 
T never was at Bristol ; I will come on purpose to see yon, 
—what ! five women live bappiiy together ! I will come 
and see you. I have spent a happy evening ; I am glad 
T came; God .forever keep you— you live to shame duch- 
esses.' He took bis leave with so much warmth and ten- 
derness, we were quite affected by hia manner." 

The sisters visited Garrick at his beautiful rural resi- 
dence at Hampton, where ha entertained them by read- 
ing the whimsical correspondence in prose and verse, which 
for many years he had carried on with the first geniuses 
of that age. 

"We see him now," says Patty, "in bis mellower light, 
when the world baa been shaken off: he says, he lomrg to 
enter into himself, and to study the more important duties 
of life, which he is determined upon doing. The aest time 
we go, Hannah is to carry soma of her writing ; she is to 
have a little tahlo by herself, and to continue her studies, 
while be does the same." 

"I dined at the Adelphi yesterday," writes Hannah, 
in one of her free home-letters, revealing so mudi of jnst 
what it is pleasant to know. " It was a particular occa- 
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sion, an annual meeting, where nothing but men are usu- 
ally asked. I, however, was of the party, and an agree- 
able day it was to me. I have seldom heard so much wit 
under the banner of so much decorum, Colman and Dr. 
Sohomburg were of the party ; the rest were cbiefly old 
doctors of divinity. At six I begged leave to come home, 
as I expected a polite assembly a little after seven. Thev 
came at seven. The dramatis peraonte were Mrs. Bosoa 
wen, Mi's. Garrick, and Miss Reynolds; my beaux were 
Dr. Johnson, Dean Tucker, and last, but not leMt in our 
love, David Garrick. You know that wherever Johnson, 
is, the confinement to the tea-fable is rather a durable sit- 
uation, and it was an hour and a half before I got my en- 
largement. Garrick was the very soul of the company, and 
I never saw Johnson in such perfect good humor. Sally 
knows that ive have often heard that one can never prop- 
erly enjoy the company of these two unless they are 
together. There is great truth in this remark; for after 
the Dean and Mrs, Boscawen (who were the only stran 
gers) were withdrawn, and the rest stood up to go, John- 
son and Garrick began a close encounter, telling old sto- 
ries, ' e'en from "theiir boyish days,' at Litchfield, "We all 
stood around them for above an hour, laughing in defiance 
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of every rulu of ChcsWrfield. Johnson outstaiJ tliem all, 
and sat with me half an hour," 

At the repeated and urgent solii'itatii ni? of the Gaviicks, 
Miss More soon al'tec toolt up her abode at the Adelpliia, 
their tonn house, of which she humuiously sap, "Hie 
master and mistress are senaihle, well-behaved peoplt;, and 
keep good company ; bi^sides, tlicy are fond of books, and 
can read, and have a shelf full, which tJiey lend me. Add 
to this, it is not a common lodgiag-house : they are care- 
ful whom they take in ; aad will have no people of bad 
character, or who keep irregular hoitrs," 

"I have a great deal of time at my own disposal, to read 
my own books, and see my own friends ; and whenever I 
please, may join in the most elegant and polished society 
in the world. Our breakiiista are little literary societies — 
there is genei'ally company at meals, as they think it 
saves time, by avoiding the necessity of seeing people at 
other seasons. Mr. Garrick sets the highest value upon 
his time. I detest and avoid public places more than 
ever, and should make a miserably bad fine lady." 

Some idea may be formed of her industry, that amid 
all the social attractions which surrounded her, she could 
find time to read foir or five hours every day, and some- 
times write ten. 
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"Let me telt you a ridiculous circumstance which hap- 
pened the other day," writes Hannah, in one of her 
delightful home-letters, "After dinner Gai'riek took up 
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Eldred's closing lines is destined to a far longer existence, 
than the legend which verifi^ it. 

" The deadUest wouniis witli wJiich we bleed, 
Ouv Climes inflict alone ; 
Man's mei-ciea fi'om God's hand pvoceed. 



Garrick, for so many yeara the pride of the English 
stage, was now upon the eve of quitting it forever, in order 
to taste the sweets, and enjoy the calm of private life. 
Having nearly reached his "chair age," and becoming 
subject to severe attacks of sickness, which must soon im- 
pair hia physical powere, lie resolved to leave with all liis 
honors thick upon him. Before doing so, he consented 
once more, and for the last time, to eshibit those remark- 
able powers which inspired Dr. Franklin to write at once 
a correct criticism and just enlogy in the following lines : — 

" So when Great SImkapeare fo his Garrick joinad, 
With mutual aid conspire to rouac tlie mind, 
'Tis not a scene of idle mimieiy; 
Tis Lear's, Hamlefa, Richard's self we see. 
We feel the actor's strength, the poet's iire ; 
With joj we prfuse, with rapture wo admire, 
To see such powers within the reach of art, 
And fiction tlius Eubduo the human henrt" 
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For two or three weeks, Drury Lane was filliiJ witli ad- 
miring audiences. In the character of Hamlet, Gacrick 
is said particularly to have excelled, filling, with aiDguIar 
power, says one, the whole soul of the spectator, and 
transcending the most finished idea of the poet. 

"I have, at last," writes Hannah on this occasion to Dr. 
Stonehouse, "had the enrire satisfaction of seeing Gai'rick 
in Hamlet. Posterity will never he able to form the 
Blightest idea of his powers. The more I see him, the 
more I wonder and admire. It seems to mo as if I had 
been agisting at the funeral obsequies of the poets. I feel 
almost as much pain as pleasure. He is quite happy in 
the pvoapect of his release." 

The strong intelligence of his eye, the animated and 
ever-varying expression of his whole countenance, the flexi- 
bility of his voice, with his grace and ease of attitude, is 
Baid altogether to have produced an indescribable and 
profound impression upon the mind, and one which no 
language can convey to another. 

At the final parting Garrick wept, while tears and ap- 
plauses accompanied from the stage. This occurred in 
May, 1776. 

He soon afterwards disposed of his share in Drury Lane 
for £35,000, and retreated to domestic privacy, in hope, 
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perhaps, of spending tho last acts of life's drama in scenes 
mofe befittjng a final exit behind the cuftain of eternity. 
Touching the event, Hannah thus expresses hei^If in the 
concluding verses of a little poem, written siiier her return 
to Bristol, and addressed to Dragon, Garrick's favoiite dog. 

"Hob' wise! long pamjici'td with applause, 
To make a yoluntary pavtso, 

And lay liis laureU down I 
Boldly repelling eadi strong claim. 
To "dare assert to weallli and fame, 

Enougli of boft IVe known. 

How wise 1 a short retreat tu steal. 
The vanity of life to feel, 

And from ita earns to fly ; 
To act one calm, domestic scene, 
Earth's bustle and the grave between. 

Retire, and ieam to die." 

"What Dragon failed to appreciate in the ode, the poet 
naturally concluded his master would, and, it issues from 
her pen an utterance of grateful lovo for the affection and 
kindness unsparingly bestowed upon her by his famed 
master. Aii, yes, humorously sings the bard, 
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Td get my maater'a ways by rote, 
Ne'er would I bark at ragged coat, 

Wor tear the tattered Eimiec ; 
Lifee liiio, I'd love the df^ of merit, 
Caress the cur of broten Bpii-it, 
And give ilicm all a dinner. 



And then o 

Were I the guardian 



.t joys would wait 

n of the gate, 

How useless bolt and latch 1 

How VMn were locks, and bara how f. 

To shield from harm the household trai 

"Whom I. from love, would watch I" 



Manuscript copies of this little poem were handed 
around and read by hei- friends, until she was induced to 
publish it in 1778, when a thousand copies were sold in a 



On the following summer we find Miss More journeying 
into Norfolk, hunting up old friends of her father, visiting 
country cousins, eating brown bread and custards, and 
thoroughly appreciating all tlis good sense wliich fell iu 
her way. 

Hannah never knew wbother to be angry or ashamed, 
whether to scold or to blush at the fashionable impositions 
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of her day. "I protest," slie exclaimed, in speaking of 
8ome yoTiBg ladies wlio came in to pay her an evening's 
visit) "I hardly do tliem justice when I pronounce that 
they had among them, on their heads, an acre and an half 
of shruhbery, besides slopes, graas-plats, tulip-beds, clumps 
of peonies, titcheii-gai'dens, and green-houaes." 

" Some ladies carry on their heads a large quantity of 
fruit, and yet they would despise a poor, useful member of 
society, who carried it there for the purpose of selling it for 
bread. Spirit of Addison !" she humorously supplicates — 
"thou, who with such fine humor and polished sarcasm 
didst lash the cherry-colored hood and party patches, and 
cut down a whole harvest of follies, awake ! for the follies 
thou didst lash were but the beginning of follies ! and the 
absurdities thou didst censure were but the seeds of ab- 
surdities r 

Garrick, it is said, sti'uck the first blow to this fashion- 
able folly, by appearing one evening on the stage, his cap 
decorated with a profusion of every sort of vegetable, with 
a huge carrot hanging down on cither side. 

One cannot help thinking that the spirit of reform has 
been heard in the councils of fashion, for her sway is surely 
less capricious and more benign in our own day ; indeed, 
when we ooaipare the frightful wigs and cushions, the 
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higli-heeled shoea and buckram bodices of oiu' grandamos, 
with Lhe comparative ease and naturalness of our own 
times, one cannot help hoping tiat Fashion has entered 
into a league of good fellowship with Nature, graciously 
allowing her the exorcise of some of her inalienahle rights 
to life and liberty, if not to the pursuit of happiness. 

But if the follies of London, aped in the retreats of 
Hertfordshire, pained and proToked her, she funnd some 
amends in a visit to Mrs. Barbauld, and in the sterling 
merits of her cousin Cotton, Irora whose style of living 
she draws the following sensible conclusion, tme all tlie 
world over, and worthy the serious consl deration of people 
whose expenses are getting the better of their principles 
and their purses. "I have long ago found out, that 
hardly anybody but frugal, plain people, do generous 
things. Our cousin Cotton, who, I dare say, is often 
ridiculed for his simplicity and frugality, could yet lay 
down £200, without being sure of ever receiving a shil 
ling interest, for the laudable purpose of estabUshing a 
worthy minister, to whom he is still a very considerable 
contributor. This is commonly the case; and I am apt 
to conceive a prejudice against everybody who makes a 
great figure, and to suspect those who talk generously." 

On her return, she accompanied the Garricts to Farn- 
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borough Place, the residence of Mr. Wilmot, where she 
met, among other dietinguished guests, Dr. Konnicott, 
Hebrew Professor of Oxford, and his wife, with whom 
Miss More was soon ob an intimate footing. 

In the year 1111, Miss More again took up her pen, 
and at the urgent entreaty of Garriok, determined to try 
her powers in drama. "Percy" was the fruit of her 
labors. She sent it to him, who, delighted with her 
success, recommended it to Mr. Harris, the manager of 
Drury Lane. The tragedy was accepted, and preparations 
were speedily made for bringing it out. Hannah went 
down to London to bespeak a prologue from Garrick; 
for which, on being finished, he humorously begged to 
know what she meant to pay him ; — Diyden, he declared 
used to have five guineas, but as he was a richer man, 
he would be content with a handsome supper. Hannah 
insisted she could only afford a beef-steak and a bottle of 
porter ; but at last they settled down on toast and honey, 
—highly flavored, we may venture to add, with wit and 
good humor. 

Percy was received with acclamation, and was played 
for twelve nights to oveiilowing houses, netting her £700. 

The Duke of Northumhejland, and tiie Earl of Percy, 
sent to congratulate her on her great success, and to thank 
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her for Iho honor she had done them, by selecting her 
subject from tbe historical records of their family. De- 
tuned at home by the gout, they sent and boiigbt tick- 
ets, foe which they paid as "became the blood of the 
Pernio- " 

"&hny iiciiPs in thi^ ^h^,' ■l^T'' Dimcs, CtiuUv'', bi 
Ographer, "piognostitate to oui stig' ■! ii-ing gemiis in 
tragedy, who, m time, «iil produce scenes, not inferior 
to the best of Otnay and Southern, without that mixtuie 
of licentiousness and Milganty, whii-h diigiace tbe pi i 
duclions of these writers." 

The success of Pei-cy increased the interest already felt 
in Hannah More by her London friends. She k beset 
with engagements and visitations. One day we find her 
at Sir Joshua's, another at Mrs. Montagu's, with Mrs. 
Chapone, Mrs. Boscawen, and Miss Carter; another at 
the Garricks', ivith the " Sour-crout party," a meeting of 
learned men once a week at dinner, at which sonr-crout 
always made a dish, and to which Miss More was always 
invited, when she was in town. 

"They are playing Percy," writes its author to her 
sisters, "at this very moment, for the seventh time. I 
never think of going: it is very odd, but it does not 
amuse me." 



Healed byGoogIc 



^^ HANNAH MOKE. 

" Last nigbt was the iiintli of Percy : it was a brilliant 
house, anj / was th^re. Lady North did me the honor 
to take a stage-hos. I tremWed when the wickedness of 
going to war was spoken, aa I was afraid my Lord was in 
the house, and that speech, though noi written with any 
particular design, is so bold, and is so warmly receivod, 
that it frightens me. Mis. Montagu had a box agmn; 
which, as she is a consummate critic, and is hardly ever 
seen at a public place, is a great credit to the play. "^0 
spent an agreeable evening together at Dr. Oadoo-ans 
where she and I, being the only two raon.iters in tho 
creation, who never touch a card (and laughed at enough 
we are foe it), had the fireside to ourselves ; and a more 
elegant and insfructiie convemljoa I have seldom en- 
joyed. I met Mrs. Chapone one day at Mrs. Montagu's : 
she is one of Pei'cy's warmest admirers; and as she does 
not go to plays, but has formed her opinion in the closet, 
it is more flattering." 

"Mrs. Ganick came to me this morning, and wished 
me to go to the Adeiphi, which I declined doing, being 
so ill. She would have gone hereelf to fetch me a phy- 
sidan, and insisted upon sending me ray dinner, which I 
refused ; but at six this evening, when Garrick came to 
the Turk's Head to dine, there accompanied him in the 
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coacli, a minced cliicken in the stew-pan, hot, a minister 
of her fine tea, aud a pot of cream. "Were tiiero ever 
B«ch people 3 Tell it not in Epic or Lyric, that the great 
Eoscius rode witli a stew-pan of minced naeat with him 
in the coach, for my dinner, Percy is acted again this 
evening; do any of you choose to go! Foe my own 
part, I shall enjoy a mach superior pleasure— that of 
sitting by the fire, in a good chair, and being denied to 
all company ; what is Percy to this 1" 

Miss More remained at London during the winter, and 
in April, 1778, returned to Bristol, where she spent the 
the quiet enjoyment of those pursuita so 
1 to hor tastes, and in the exercise of those dear, 
delightful home affections, which made the sunshine of 
her life. 
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CHAPTEE V. 
Ifntji Df §mkk~-iS)u f.jisntritnl StntiiatniEnts. 

The New-Year's greetings of 1TY9 had scarcely died 
away, before the tidings of Garriefe's death startled and 
saddened the English public. Amid the Christmas fes- 
tivities of Althorp, whither he had gone with his wife, he 
had been suddenly stricken by his old complmnt, the 
Btone, whose premonitory warnings bo had disregarded, in 
leaving home and mingling at all in the gayeties of the 
Beason. 

Recovering a little, he was cai'ried to London, where it 
was thought skill and attention might again restore him. 
The distemper not yielding to the usual remedies, some of 
the most able practitioners of the city came unbidden to 
his bedside ; but the power of human science, and the 
feithful nursing of his wife, availed not. Life was ebbing. 
His iamily physician informed him that if he had any 
worldly affairs to settle, it would be prudent to despatch 
them as soon as. posBible. 



Healed byGoogIc 



" 1 have nothing of that kind to do," answered Garriek, 
on whose now wan and sunken face, the sliadow of death 

Wednesday moraing, January 20th, 1779, witnessed his 
closing aet in the great drama of life. 

Obedient to the aummona of the afflicted wife, Hannah 
arose from her sick bed, and with a sorrowing heart, has- 
tened to the house of death. Mrs. Garriek sunk into her 
arms. " I have this moment emhvaced Lis coffin, and you 
come next 1" she exclmmed, with a bursting heart ; " the 
goodness of God to me is inexpressible. I do not deserve 
it, but I am thankful fof it" 

What a change in the princely mansion 1 the wit, the 
genius, the presence of its "well-graced master," were no 
longer there. Sorrow sat upon every household face, and 
the rooms were hung with the drapery of mourning. 

After mingling her tears, and ministering her consola- 
tions to the living, she paid a melancholy visit to all that 
was left of the departed. 

"His new house," she says, "is not so pleasant as 
Hampton, or so splendid as the Adelphi, but it is com- 
modious enough for the wants of its inhabitant ; and be- 
sides, it is so quiet that he will never bo disturbed until 
the eternal morning. May he then find mercy !" 
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The fiuiera/ soleniDides took placa on tlie first of Febru- 
ary, wLen his body was borna in all fie pomp and elreura- 
stance of an Eng-Iisli public burial, fo Westminster Abbey, 
and laid in tlie poet's wrnor, beneath tlie tomb of Sbaks- 
peare. 

Hannih, accompanied by "\Ii-,s Cadogan, who had 
gained tick ts of admission mto the Abbey — no one being 
allowed an enti mce without a pasaport from the Bishop — 
sat m 1 httle g'illeij direcOj o^hi the grave, where she 
could distinctly hear ind see the sjlemn ceremony. " And 
this IS aJI of Garrieli," was the sad utterance of bee heart — 
"yet a very little while and he shall say to the worm, 
Thou art my brother ; and to corruption, Thou art my 
mother and my sister. So passes away the fashion of 
this world." 

For the sake of his friendship for Hannah More, and 
the discerning appreciation which he seems to have enter- 
tained for her abilities, as well as for his wonderful dra- 
matic power, and the amiable and friendly intercourse 
which we have holden with him in these brief pages, shall 
we not add a few more words before the final leavo- 
taking ! 

There may be some, whose iuquiriea we might antici- 
pate by adding, that David Garrick was bom in Litchfield, 
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of respectable parents, in the year 17I6. At the age of 
nineteen, he became a pupil in the newly opened aemina*y 
of Samuel Johnson, which, after a few weeks' trial, was 
abandoned both by pupil' and teacher. The two then 
joined together, determined to push for London, the Mecca 
of so many pilgrirna, the grave of so many hopes. But 
wliiJe many a poet and genius had dropped like untimely 
fruit from the tree of life, in the foul and murky atraosphefe 
of London, Johnson and Garrlck fouoht their way through 
every hindrance, which the lack of fortune and of friends 
may be conceived to sat up, and became, at last, among 
the great men of their times ; each, in his o^vn sphere, the 
greatest that had yet he&tt. 

As an aetor, Garrick is said never ta have had a com- 
petitor — never an equal. He won fame, fortune, and 
friends, while his domestic virtues, ample means, and re- 
fined tastes, placed him in a social position far above the 
men of his profession ; and yet must we not add — poor 
Garrick ! 

Social life, refined, graceful, thoughtiess, was the element 
in which lie lived and moved ; his marvellous powers 
adorned and delighted the world, and the world rewarded 
her gifted votary. Yet to the sober eye of reason, and the 
Beverer decisions of christian requirement, the treasures of 
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his geniua were wasted to serve the poor purpose of aran- 
Bing his fellow-meii, and futurity was raorlgaged for the 
gay sunshine of an hour. 

The soul, bereaved of ita spiritual susceptibilities, and 
beggared of its heavenly hopes, nieets death with calm in- 
difference, 

Were " life but a walking shadow ; a poor player 
Tliat sti'iits and freta hia hour upon the stage, 
And flien is lieard no more"— 

then were all well — in, ^fter death is t/ie Jiidgmeat. 

Miss More, after Ganick's death, wrote two more 
dramas; "The Fatal Falsehood," and "The Inflexible 
Captive ;" and with these closed her contributions to the 
stage. This period of intellectual excitement and literary 
success was brief as it was brilliant ; for her views of theat- 
rical amuseinenls had already become modified by an in- 
creasing observation of their effects, and a few yoaiis later, 
she came to regard them dangerous to morals, and hostile 
to christian virtue. 

There are few, perhaps, whose opinions upon this subject 
are more entitled to a respectful hearing, not only because 
her social connections and friendly infcrcourae vrith Garrick 
would have tempted her to view them in the most fevor- 
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able light, but because she cannot be accused of any secret 
or early bias against thera, it heiDg thought no robbery of 
religious character for dignitaries and members of the 
church to frequent the theatre ; her opinions, therefore, are 
the candid and impartial result of a, clear head and a 
correct heartN 

" Why," let U3 ysk hci', " why write fur the stage 
at all r 

"Because," she replies, "I was led to entertaio, wnat I 
must now tbink, a delusive hope that the stage, under cer- 
tain regulations, might be converted into a school of virtue 
— that though a bad play would always be a bad thing, 
yet the representation of a good one might become not 
only harmless, but useful. On these grounds I attempted 
some theatrical compositions, which, whatever other defects 
might be justly imputed to tbem, should at least have 
been written on the side of virtue and modesty, and which 
should neither hold out any corrupt image to the mind or 
any impure description to the fancy." 

Are not then good plays harmless, nay, improving 3 

"There will stiU remain, even in tragedies," she replies, 
" otherwise the most unexceptionable, provided they are 
sufficiently impassioned to produce a powerful effect on 
the feelings, and have spirit enough to deserve to become 
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popular, an essential, radical defect. What I insist on is, 
tliat there almost inevitably runs through the whole web 
of t]ie tragic drama, a prominent thread of false principle. 
It is generally the leading object of the poet to erect a 
standard of honor, in direct opijosition to the standard of 
Christianity. Worldly honor is the very soul, and spirit, 
and life-giving principle of the drama. It is her mora! and 
political law. Fear and shame are the capital crimes in 
her code. Love, jealousy, hatred, ambition, pride, revenge, 
are too often elevated into tlie rant of splendid virtues, 
and form a dazzling system of woridly morality in direct 
contradiction to the spirit of Christianity. The fruits of the 
Spirit and the fruits of the stage, if the parallel were fol- 
lowed up, would eshibit as pointed a contrast as human 
imagination could conceive." 

What! must the merits of e\'ery play be tried by the 
Ten Commandments 1 

" We may at least venture to answer, that they should 
contain nothing Jiostile to flieni. If harmless merriment 
be not expected to advance our moral improvement, we 
must take care that it do not oppose it ; for if we concede 
that our amusements are not expected to mate us better 
than we are, ought we not to be careful that tiiey do not 
make as worse tian thov find us ! Whatever pleasantry 
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of idea, or gajety of sentiment we admit, should we not 
jealously watct agaiust any unsoundness in the general 
prindple, or mischief in the prevailing tendency V 

But what essential difference is there between i-eadinff 
a play and semtff it acted ; surely one would not object to 
reading dramatic composition ? 

"I think there is a substantial difierence," she stjl! 
argues, "between seeing and reading a dramatic composi- 
tion, and that the objections which lie so sti'ongiy against 
the one, are not, at least in the same degree, f 
the other. While tliere is an essential and i 
danger attendant on dramatic exhibitJons, the danger in 
reading a play arises solely fl'om the improper sentiments 
contained in it." It is Jhe semblance of real action which 
is given to the piece by different persons supporting the 
different parts, and by their dress, tones, and gestures, 
heightening the representation into a kind of enchantment. 
It is the pageantry, the splendor of the spectacle, and even 
the show of the speetatora, these are the circumstancea 
which fill the theatre, produce the effect, and create the 
danger. These ^ve a pernicious force to sentiments, 
which, when read, may merely ejiplsun the mysterious 
action of the human heart, but nhich, when thus uttered 
and accompanied, become contagious and destructive. 
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TLeso, in sliort, make up a scene of temptation and seduc- 
tion, of over-wrought voluptuousness and unnerving pleas- 
ure, which ill accords with a desire to he enlightened hy 
the doctrines, or governed hy tho principles of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ." 

But may not the stage become purified, so as to render 
it at least harmless and unobjectionable ? 

"What the stage might he under another and an imagi- 
naiy state of things, it is not very easy for us to know, and 
therefore, not very important to inquire. Hor is it tlio 
soundest logic to ai^ue on the possible goodness of a thing, 
which, in the pi-esent dreumstimces of society, is doing 
positive evil, from tbo imagined good that thing might be 
conjectured to produce in a supposed state of unattainable 
improvement; for unfortunately nothing can be done until 
not only the stage itself has undergone complete purifiea^ 
tion, but until the audience shall be purified also. We 
must first suppose a state of society in which the speeta- 
lora will be disposed to relish all that is pure, and to rep- 
robate all that is corrupt, before the system of a pure and 
imcorrupt theatre can be adopted with any I'easonable 
hope of success; there must always be a harmony between 
the taste of the spectator and the nature of the spectacle. 
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ON THEATRICAL AMUSBMBSTS. Y5 

in order to frolic jl^^sme fDi peoplp go to a plaj net to 
be instructed, but to be ■iniu'ied 

Let eveiy thougbtful pirent do ibtiag Chi ^tian or 
tempted youth, read carefully and ponder senously tbeso 
positions. There is peibaps no question m cbiistian edu- 
cation more difficult to settle thin whit amusements are 
safe for oui (.hildian, oi what leoreitions the ji ing Chris- 
tian, away fiom thf r straiiif*. ind j ^stllIlP& of h me may 
engage in with =atetj to h ladf in 1 honor to h s E'lvme 
Master. 

We would point the lattei to those piinoiples kid down 
to Wesley by bi'i mother Whiteier weiLens your 
reason, impairs the tenlemeas ot joui conseienop obscures 
your sense of Gol oi taW oft the relish ofspirituJ things, 
— in short, whatever mr-ieises the strength^ anl authonty 
of your body over your mind, that thii^ is si« fo you, 
however innocent it may be in itself," 

And yet you may be placed amid influences, which, 
for a time, may blind your judgment, and persuade you 
from your afeadfaatcess ; you find yourself overpowered by 
plausible reasoning, which you cannot readily meet, and 
because you cannot meet it, you are tempted to yield. 
Tou are not unlikely to find yourself thus perplexed : what 
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shall you do ? Shall you yield without hearty conviction, 
in deference merely to the skill or sneer of your compan- 
ioosJ 

What shall you do ? Refer to the example of intelligent 
men and teomen, eminent for holiness : how have devoted 
servants of God viewed the subject ? What has been the 
christian apprehension of the church upon the matter t It 
is of no great consequence whether you understand or not 
the trtun of thought or course of argument by which their 
minds were made up and their conduct directed ; you 
have no time, it may be, to examine them if you would ; 
it ia enough to know how they acted, and that it will be 
safe and wise to imitate their example. 

Do not hesitate to lean upon an argument like this, in 
harmony with the spirit of the Word of Grod. It is no 
sign of weakness to take counsel of the matured judgments 
of christian experience, or of growth and manhness to dis- 
regard them. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

CnrrEspnuhniE. 

HAMPrnN 1180 

"I WISH you a meiry Ctii'-tmas as well as i happy 
New Year, but that I hate the wi,rJ meny la =o apphid , 
,it is a fitter epithet for i hiuihanahan than a ohimtiaii fes 
tival, and seems an apglogy for kIIb mirth and mjunons 
excess. What frost' whit siww ' The vist expanse of 
glittering white on the ground, the fluid bnlhints dropping 
from the trees, and the ^reen house full of beautiful blos- 
soms and oranges, make it altogether lotk like some 
region of enchantment, and as the graiel walks are all 
swept clean, I parade ir hour or l«o c\cn moirirg" 

nsi 

" If I commit any sin h«re or do any good heie, it must 
be in thought, for our words are few and our deeds not at 
all. Poor Hermes Harris is dead ! Everybody is dead, 1 
think — one is almost ashamed of being alive ! That you 
may not think I pass my time quite idly, I must tell you 
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thatl liad begun Belsfiazzar ; I like the subject, and have 
-nade some progreiB in it. But tliat and all my otlier oc- 
.■upatioiis have given way to the melancholy employnient 
of reading over with Mrs. Garrick all the private letters of 
the dear deceased master of this melancholy mansion. 
The employment, though sad, is not without its amuse- 
ment; it ia reading the friendly correspondence of all the 
men who have made a figure in the annals of business or 
of literature for the last forty years ; for I think I hardly 
miM a name of eminence in Great Britain, and not many 
in France ; it includes also all his answers, some of the first 
wita in the country confessing their obligations over and 
over again to his bounty ; money given to some, and lent 
to such mimbeis as would he incredible if one did not read 
it in their own letters. It is not the least instructive part 
of this employment to consider where almost all these 
great men are now ! tlie play-writors, where are they ? and 
the poets, are their fires extinguished 3 Did Lord Bath, or 
Bishop Warhurton, or Ixird Chatham, or Goldsmith, or 
Churchill, or Chesterfield, trouble themselves with think- 
ing that the heads that dictated those bright epistles 
would so soon he laid low ? Did they imagine that such 
a nobody as I am, whom they woiild have disdained to 
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Lave reckoned ' with the dogs of their flock,' should have 
had the arranging aud disposing of tiiem ?" 

London, April, 1781, 

" I was last Monday at a meeting at the Bishop of St. 
Asapha, and had the pleasure of a vast deal of anug chat 
with the Bishop, Mr. Walpole, Mrs. Montagu, and Mrs, 
Carter. 

Mre. Keniiioott tells rue Bishop Lowth. insists upon my 
publishing " Sensibility," and all my other poems together, 
immediately, fbat people may have them all togethei'. 
The Dean of Gloucester has sent mo his book against 
Locke, splendidly bound. 

On Friday 'I dined at Mrs. Boscawen's. We had a 
snug day and a deal of that social, cordial chat that is so 
preferable to al! the ni la erj of j, eat j a t'e 

Tuesday we were a smill ind 1 o e pa tj t B bop 
Shipley's. Lo \ and L'^dj Sp LI 1 La Ij Al- 

tborpe. Si Jo h a B nell C 1 b anl t nv -it, eeable 
surprise, D 3 bnso 

Mrs. Garrick and he had never met since her bereave- 
meni Johnson came to see us the nest morning, and 
made us a long visit. On Mrs, Gamck's telhng him she 
was always more at ease with persons who had suffered 
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tUo same loss witli herself, he said that was a comfort slie 
could seldom have, conaldering the superiority of his meri, 
and the cordiality of their union. He bore his strong tes- 
timony of the liberality of Qarrick. He reproved me witl 
pretended sharpness for reading Pascal or any of the Po>- 
Eoyal authors, alleging, that as a good Protestant, I ough 
to absfMu from hooks written by Catholics. I was begin 
ning to stand upon my defence, when he took me witl 
both hands, and with a tear running down his cheeks 
' Child,' sMd he, with the most affecting earnestness, ' 
an\ heartjly glad that you read pious books, by whomso- 
ever they may be written.' " 

" On Monday we had a farewell party at Mrs. Vesey's 
where we were a little sad to think how many of us migh 
never meet again, particularly poor Mrs. Vesey herself 
who is going to Ireland at an advanced age, and in bac 
health." 

"On Tuesdiy, Mis Bowawon cairied me to Cknvilla, 
we had tiio pleasantest tfit*- i fete dij ima^nnble, and 
walked about -rad sat undei the spu-ading oak, and eil 
our cold chicken, and dnnk our to, as happy folks are 
wont to do." 

In June, Mif^s More returned to her sisters, taking Mrs. 
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Garricic witli her, who remained a motitli at Bristol. 
Hannah stayed until December, when she again took a 
her ahode in her friend's family. 

Sensibility, a short poem, which a good critic of onr 
own day declares " should be printed in letters of gold," 
had been passed around in manuscript among her friends, 
at whose repeated and urgent request it was now pub- 
lished, in company with four sacred dramas. The poem 
was addressed Ifl hor friend, J\Irs. Bosoawen, and thus 
gracefully opens : — ■ 

"Accept, Boscawanl thee n; 1 hel hya 
Hot blame tuo much the vc ae jou cannot j ra se 
For you fer other bards I are waited iho string 
Far other bards for you were wont lo s ng 
Yet on the gale then p rt eg n ns e atealf 
Tet your cl ar ne 1 c r the \ov i mj ress u i feel 
Ton 1 ear the Ij cs of L ttleton ai I 1 m g 
And this u nd that i pripl st u g 

"What says my doii Miss Moie^" writps she, flora Glan 
villa, on learning tliat her n'lme wTs iti t'le golden touch 
of the poet; "that she ha'i Addressed hei ehirmmg poem 
of ' Sensibility' to one who h'b not i gram of thit pleas- 
ing, painful quality , and th^t, if she oiei writes upon stu- 
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pidity, sLe will with more propriety direct to tlie same 
quarter." 

And still later. "They are come out! the boobs I 
mean ; I have found them just now in the hall, a packet 
from Mr. Cadell : I had tlieni brought up. ' I put in my 
thumb and pulled out a plumb :' viz., I drew out one all 
sewed in yellow, aa I directed, and while Ayro is carefully 
cutting the leaves, I sit down to write to the founder of the 

On the feast the founder herself writes to her sisters— 

"The word sacred in the title is a dampei- in the 
dramas. It is tying a mill-stone about the neck of Sensi- 
bility, which will drown them both together. I was one 
night at a large Blue Stocking party, at the Bishop of St 
Asaph's — ali the old set were there, which sickness and 
death have spared. 

" Bishop Lowth has just finished the Dramas, and sent 
me wordj that although I have paid him the most swin- 
ging compliment he ever received, he likes the whole book 
more than he can say. But the Bishop of Chester's com- 
pliment is more solid; he said he thought it would do 
a vast deal of good — and that is the praise best worth 
having." 

"Mrs. Montagu, Ohapone, and Carter, are mightily 
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pleased, that I Iiave attacked tliat mock feeling and sensi- 
bility, which is at once the boaat and disgi'aco of these 
times, and which is equally deficient in taste and tmth. 
Ask Dr. Stonehouse if he has read " Cardiphonia," by 
Mr. Newton, of Olney. There k in it much vital reli^on, 
and much of the experience of a good Christian, who feels 
and laments his own imperfections and wealtnesaos. I 
have just finished six volumes of Jortin's sermons ; elegant, 
but cold and very low in doctrine — 'plaja round the 
head, but comes not to the heart' — Cardiphonia does; I 
like it much, though not every sentiment or expression 
that it cont^ns." 

"On Monday, 1 was at a very great assembly at the 
Bishop of St. Asaph's. Conceive to yourself one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred people met together, dressed in 
the extremity of fashion ; painted as red as bacchanals ; 
poisoning Uie air with perfumes ; treading on each other's 
gowns ; making the crowd they blame ; not one in ten 
nble to get a chair; protesting they are engaged to ten 
other places, and lamendng the fatigue they are not 
obliged to endure; ten or a dozen carj-fables crammed 
with dowagois of quality, grave eccle'-iastic, and yellow 
admiral^ ; and you liave an idea of an aaseinbly. I never 
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go to such things when I can possibly avoid it, and stay, 
when there, as few minutes as I can." 

LoNDow, 1783. 

"Poor Johnson is in quite a bad stafs of health : I fear 
his cocaljtution is broken up ; I am quite grieved at it ; he 
will not leave an abler defender of reli^on and virtus be- 
hind him, and the following httle touch of tenderness 
which I heard of him last uight from one of the Turk's 
Head Club, endears him to me exceedingly. Tliere are 
always a great many candidates ready, when any vacancy 
happens in that club, and it requires no small interest and 
reputation to get elected ; but, upon Garrick'a death, when 
numberless applications were made to succeed him, Johnson 
was deaf to them all ; he insisted there should be a year's 
widowhood In the dub before they thought of any new 
election. In Dr. Johnson some contrarieties harmonioiialy 
meet ; if he has too little charity for the opinions of others, 
and too little patience with their faults, he has the greatest 
tenderness for their persons. He told mo, the other day, 
he hated to hear people whine about metaphysical dis- 
tresses, when there were so much want and hunger in the 
world." 

" Mrs. Carter and I met at a little breakfast-party with 
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ft French lady, who writes metaphysical books. We got 
into disgrace by saying that a little common sense and a 
little sciipture would lead one ranch farther and safer than 
volumes of metaphysics. She forgave ns, however, on 
condition we would read two huge quartos which she had 
just translated. What Mrs. Carter will do, I know not, 
but I shall certwnlv nevei lulSl my part of the contiact" 

Tn June Hannah makes i summer flittmg to tho Ken- 
nicott's, at Oxford, where she met Dr Johnson, sad, siik, 
and diBconsolat^i suftenng deeply fiom the manifold infii- 
mibes of life 

The death of his tripnd, Mr Thnle,iihich h^l oicuir d 
the year bcfoie, whose generoui hospitality had cheered 
his heart and alleviated hia sufferings, and whcse eye for 
fifteen yeara, ss Johnson tenderly says, "hid scireely been 
turned upon hira, but with lespeet and tenderness," had 
left a void, which even th& multiplied resonrces of his inner 
and outer life had failed to fill up ; " and siich another 
friend, the general course of human things will not snSer 
man to hope," be mottrnfully adds, "In our walk through 
life, we have dropped our companions, and are now to pick 
up such as chance may offer to us, or travel alone. As the 
long shadows of age and ill health crept over his path, Dr. 
Johnson felt the want of those home affections, which are 
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our best eai'thly heritage, and which, when the busy inter- 
ests of early and middle life are over, bear us gently and 
patiently in their bosom to our final rest. 

In a journey to Oxford, at this time, undertaken for the 
benefit of hi? health ind spirits, the Djctor met Mis^ More, 
who gne\ed it his nan and dejeLti-d ippearance, made 
e^ery effort to beguiL him fiom his luSerings The mem- 
ory of eirlj dajs quickened the old man eloi«ent As m 
her company he retraced the haunts of his college com- 
panions , on enteiing a hill, a fine laige print of Johnson, 
hacdsomel) framed, stated upn the paity Irum the oppo 
ste wall, with the appended raottr, 

{From Miss More-a eensibUllyJ 

A pleasing surpiise prepared by Dr. Adams, Master of 
Pembroke, for his distinguished guests. 

The Doctoi- remained but a shoit time; a few beams 
from the light of early years shot aci-o'« his path, but they 
could not renew the warm ho]ies of youth, or lighten the 
infii'mities of age. 

LoNDos, March, 1788, 
" On Friday I was at a very fine party at Lady Rothea', 
where I found a vast many of my fiiends— Mra. Montagu, 
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Boaoaweii, Carter, Thrall, Barney, and Lai-lj' Dartry ; in 
eliort, it was remarked that there was not a woman in 
London, who has been distinguished for taste and litera- 
ture, that was absent. The men were modest and 
were abasted, the other scs made so strong a party." 

" I should be glad to know what our friend Dr. Stone- 
hisw Id toubn fl'ndd fn aslhae 
lat 1} h U h tj nbyad fid leavt 

and a popula t I t I II n t tell h m he 

told th li d t th t th J « ht to b xt m ly 
lb al n th h t be tl y haj.) jy *- 

pt I ( w fh eier t H d y Ik h 

t tfm ht tl "\lhtdythk 

Polycarp or Ignatius would say to it?" 

Mareh 27. 

"I went and sat tlie other morning with Dr. Johnson, 
who is far from well. Our conversation was very interest- 
ing, but so many came in that I began to feel foolish, and 
soon sneaked off." 

May Bill. 
" Saturday we had a dinner at home. Mi's. Cartel", Miss 
Hamilton, the Eenniootta, and Dr. Johnson. Poor John- 
son exerted himself exceedingly, but be was very ill, and 
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looked so dreadfully, it quite grieved me. 

saeins to have softened hb mind, without at all t 

it. We had but a small party of such of his friends as we 

knew would be most agreeable to him ; and as we were all 

very attentive, and paid him the homage he both expects 

and deserves, he was very communicative, and of course 

instructive and delightful in the highest degree." 

Jhy 22 
" A visitor is just gone, quite ch^grmeJ tint I am "iueh 
a rigid Methodist, that I cannot come to hei assembly on 
Sunday, though she piotesta with great piety, that she 
never has cards, and that it is quite savage in mo to think 
there can be any harm in a little agreeable mnsie." 

While Hannah was at her sisters' in Bristol, during 1784, 
she became greatly interested for a poor woman in the 
neighborhood, who, from the depth of famine and distress, 
had exhibited striking poetic talent. On a minute inquiry 
into her situation, it was ascertained that she could only 
read and write Pi d' Lt t T ' N' ht Th It 
a few plays of Sh ksj. and th E I tit t d h r 

small stock of 1 H vi ^ h les 

the art of w t H h fe d Ii t i j a 

small volume f poem , t d tl pp rt f a fam ly 
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depemlent Hpon her exertions. The work having been 
completed, she eulisttd Lev friends in its publication. " I 
should have taken as much pain as pleasure in the fine 
stanzfB you sent me," responds Mis, Montagu, " if you 
had not at the same time Ksured me yon had taken care 
this noble creature should not want tlie little comforts of 
life. I shaJl most joyfully contribute towards procuring 
them for her — far, far away, all heathen ethics and mythol- 
ogy, geometry, and algebra, and make room for the Bible 
and Milton, when a poet is to be made." 

Nearly £500 were raised apon the book, which were 
placed in the hands of trustees, and invested in tbo public 
funds for the use of herself and family ; enraged that the 
sum was not placed at her own disposal, she turned 
against her benefactor with the utmost bitterness of spirit, 
and accused her of having enabeazled it. So ontrageons 
was her conduct, that no one would hokl the trust, and the 
money fell into her oxvn hands, only to be idly squandered, 
and she died al last, destitute and fiiendleas. Of her in- 
gi'atjtude, Hannah writes to Miss Carter; "I grieve fur 
poor fallen human nature ; for as to my own particular 
part, I am persuaded Providence intends me good by it. 
Had she turned out well, I should have had my reward; 
as it is, I have my trial. Perhaps I was too ^ain of my 
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success, and in counting over tlie money, miglit be elateJ 
and think — Is not tliis great Babylon that / have 
built?" 

Two little poems which had been passed around among 
her friends in manuscript, were now published, The Bas 
Bleu and Florio. Florio, a pleasing satire on men and 
manners, was dedicated to Horace Walpole : " It is a 
paltry return," she writes to him, " for the many hours of 
agreeable information and elegant amusement which I 
have I'eceived from your spirited and very entertaining 
writings, and yet I am pei'suaded you will receive it with 
favor, as a small offering of esteem and gratitude." 

The Baa Bleu, a little poem, already mentioned, com- 
memorative of the gatherings which bore that name, was 
addressed to Mi's. Vesey, whose celebrated tact in break- 
ing up the formality of a circle, and making her parties 
form themselves into little groups, is thus sung in poetic 
numbers : 

&m.U w h t wl 1 H ensure 

Th 1 b t li q 1 atur I 

See V J pla t g ua make 

A u- 1 y tig t k 

Nay shapes if m th t w Id defy 

AU ac n e f g m tr 
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Isosceles and parallel, 

Ifames hard to spank ojiii kard to spell ; 

The enchantjeaa waved her wand and spolte 1 

Her potent wand the circle broip ; 

The social epirifa hover round, 

And bleas the liberated ground. 

Aefc yovi what charms thia gift diipense J 

"Tis the strong spell of common senae. 

Away dull ccieraony flew. 

And wilh her bore Detraction too." 

Another of Miss More's fiiends, and one of the wovld'a 
great men, was now drawing near to the grave. " Poor, 
dear Johnson," she writes, "is past ail hope. I have, 
however, the comfort to hear that his dread of dying is in 
a great measure sabdued. He sent the other day for Sir 
Joshua, and after mach serious conversation, told him he 
had three favors to beg of him, and he hoped he would 
not refuse a dying friend, be they what they would, Sir 
Joshua promised. The first was, that he would never 
paint on Sunday : the second, that he would give him £30 
that he had lent him, as he wanted to leave them to a 
distressed family ; the third, that he would read the Bible 
whenever he had an opportunity, and that he would never 
omit it on Sunday." 
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How august and solemn are the closing sconea of thia 
djing man I He ia styled the Moi'alisL Justice, truth, 
virtue — rougli, unhewn, without chisel or polish,— were the 
pillars of his character; at all times, and ia sll places, he 
was loyal to his convictions of duty, generous, yet plain- 
Bpolten to hJs fellows, reverent towards God. Eich in 
knowledge, he abused it not ; rich in thought, he scattered 
its treasures like dew-drops ; rich iu speech, it was like the 
golden harvest; in the wide grasp of his clear, calm, com- 
prehensive mind, he everywhere discovered a moral gov- 
ernment, and recognized a righteous governor : his con- 
science, nnseared by passion or aelf-tndulgencc, spoke 
solemnly, and was heai'd : the fear of God was upon him : 
hut now, as the curtains of death close around his brave 
heart and unclouded intellect, he lies helpless, wrestling for 
hope, panting foe peace, raising his eyes with a fearfaL 
looking for of judgment into the eternal world. " The 
approach of death is dreadful," he exclaims. " I am afraid 
to think on that which I know I cannot avoid. It is vain 
to look round and round for that help which cannot be 
had, yet we hope and hope, and ftincy that he who has 
lived to-day, may live to-morrow. No wise man will be 
contented to die, if he thinks he is going into a state of 
punishment. Nay, no wise man will be contented to die 
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if he thinks he is to fall into armlhilatioii ; (or, however 
unhappy any man's existence may be, jet he woi Id rather 
have it than not exist at all. No : there is no rational 
principle by which a man can die contented, but a trust in 
the mercy of God, through the merits of Jesus Cliiiat." 

And yet, when one said to him in an hour of gloomy 
despondency, "you forget the merits of your Redeemer," 
he replied with deep solemnity, "I do not forget the merits 
of my Redeemer, but ray Redeemer has said, He will set 
some on Ms right hand and some on his left." 

"Whatman," he asks, with mournful distrust, "can say 
that hia obedience has been such as he could approve of in 
another, or that hia repentance has not been suoh as to 
require being repented of ?" 

" Remember what you have done by your writings in 
defence of virtue and truth," urged his friends. 

"Admitting all you say to be true," answered the 
dying hero, " how can I tell when / have done enough f 

An awful question, who can answer it? 

At last, he described the kind of clergyman whom he 
wished to see. Mr. Winstanley was named, and a note 
was despatched requesting his ittendance to the sick man's 
chamber. Through ill-health and nervous apprehension, 
the clergyman could reply only in writing. "Permit me, 
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therefore," ran tlie note, "to write what I should wish to 
eay, were I present. I can easily coDcaye what would bo 
the subjeote of youv inquiry. I can conceive that the views 
of yourself have changed with your condition, and that on 
the near approach of death, what joa considered mere 
peccaxililloes, have risen into mountains of guilt, while your 
best actions have dwindled into nothing. On whichever 
side you look, you see only positive transgression, or defect- 
ive obedience ; and hence, in self despair, are eagerly 
asking, ' What shall I do to be saved V I say to yon in 
the language of the Baptist, ' Behold the Lamb of God.' " 
" Does he say so !" exclaimed the anxious listener, 
" Read it again. Sir John." Upon the second reading, 
Dr. Johnson declared, " I must see that man, write again 

A second letter was the reply, enlarging and enforcing 
upon the subject of the first : " These, together with the 
conversation of a pious fiiend, Mr. Latrobe, appear to have 
been blessed of God," continues one in a letter to Hannah 
More, " in bringing this great man to a I'enunciation of 
self, and a simple reliance on Jesus as his Saviour; thus 
also communicating to him that peace which he had found 
the world could not ^ve, and which, when the world was 
feding from his view, was to fill the void, and dissipate the 
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gloom even of the valley of the shadow of death. The man 
whose intellectual powers had awed all around him, was in 
turn made to tremble, when the period arrived, when aH 
knowledge is useless and vanishes away, except the knowl- 
edge of the true God and of Jesus Christ whom he has 
sent To attain this knowledge, this giant in knowledge 
must become a little child. The man looked up to as a 
prodigy of wisdom, must become a fool, that he might be 

"For some time before his death, all his fears were 
calmed and absorbed by the prevalence of his faith and 
his trust in the merit and propitiation of Jesiis Christ," 
testifies Dr. Brocklesby. 

"My dear dootoi', beheve a dying man," exclaimed 
Johnson, " there is no salvation but in the Lamb of God." 
"How delighted should I be," said Hannah More, "to 
hear the dying discourse of this gi'eat and good man, es- 
pecially now that faith has snbdued his feai^a." 

What teaching is here 1 No amount of outwai'd obedi- 
ence, neither ^ft of mind nor greatness of character, neither 
feir feme nor good works, quench the restless fears and dis- 
tressing doubts which £11 the heart, when earthly objects 
begin to fade before eternal realities. The shrinking soul 
dares not trust itself; those things in which it delighted — 
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the old walls and familiar liauuU, tliu green earth and 
pleasant sunshine, the strong limbs and kindly warmth of 
neighbors and friends, well-oMoed fame, and hard-wrought 
achievements, the well-known and dearly-eberished envi- 
ronment of its earthly tabernacle is passing away : passing 
away, and what is left but the conscious burden of frailty, 
of shorfrcoming, of guilt. If the soul, thus abased and 
abandoned, becomes lowly and trusting as the little child, 
it hears the gracious pleading of its Saviour, " Come unto 
me, weary and heavy-laden one, and I wilt ^ve you rest. 
I am the way, the truth, and the life." Then appear the 
perfe«tness and sufficiency of redeeming iove. " Except ye 
be converted and become as a little child, ye cannot enter 
the kingdom of God." 

"The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the 
liaugbtineas of man shall be laid low, and tlie Lord alone 
shall be exalted in that day." 
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CHAPTEK VII. 

Hitherto, Miss More liad liad many haunts ; sLe had 
dwelt in the hearts, and by tho heai'tbs of many well- 
beloved Mends : sometimes ive find her at Sandleford 
Priory, the country retreat of Mrs. Montagu, whose neigh- 
borhood abounded with the most smiling valleys, the 
clearest living ati'eams, and the most lovely hanging woods 
imaginable, — so says the gueat : her winters were chiefly 
passed between the Adelphi and Hampton, which is "so 
clean, so green, so flowery, so bowery :" sometimes she is 
brushing the dust off the blue stockings at a splendid din- 
ner at Strafford Place, or at a quiet evening at Berkley 
Sc^uare, with no other company but " dear Mrs. Carter ;" 
lastly, she is nestUng with the sisterhood at Bristol. This 
changeful and desultory life, as it seems to be, was neither 
aimless nor unimproved ; though Miss More had now 
nearly reached her fortieth year, and as yet Bad produced 
little but a few poems, whose chief attractions were their 
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lOcal and pei'soiial interest, slie had not looked idly or too 
fondly on the diversified soeoea of men and manners pass- 
ing around her ; from these ample opportunities of under- 
standing the moral defects of English sodety, she was 
mai-shalUcg her facta and strengthening those principles 
which enabled her afterwards to speak so powerfully and 
successfully in Uie parlors and palaces of England. 

The death of Garrick had deeply impressed her eai'nest 
and thoughtful mind. It made an abrupt and solemn 
pause in her aodal and intellectual enjoyments. His 
tast« and genius, his sympathy and interest, delighted and 
dazzled her. Her literary tastes were banqueted ; the 
amplest opportunities to enlarge and cultivate her powers, 
were placed at her disposal, and more than all, she is en- 
couiDged by one so ^fted in tte drama, to enter that field 
of hterature, towards which she seems to have had a 
strong and early bias : nay, she had entered the hsts, and 
Percy had been crowned with laurels. 

Garrick died ; it was the first death in the brilliant 
circle which had first welcomed her to London, and it left 
!i void never to bo filled. In the long shadow which it 
cast over his home and haunts, Ilannah >at and thought. 
She saw the fashior of the world, with its pomps and 
praises, passing away Could these satisfy the hungeiinga 
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ot the s Dul * l\liitM tl at grsiter ^jod woitbj ot ttu 
conseeratci ene ^lea ot tlie ^ hole hi„'U't' She felt ileep 
withm her that it wis not all ot hfe fo hve, nor all of 
death to die i eoimctcii thit lite had a wider sphere, 
nobler motives, higher aim'; ind moie exalted hopes than 
hterar} ambitiin or intellectual einojments loill impait 
fistened itself upon her She =iw accovi tab lily t) God 
written as with a pen of tie ujon her time iid tilents 
In tlie devout solitude of hei closet her solemnized fipint 
holds communion with eternal lealitipj, il! eirthly things 
seem paltrj ind woithless compired with tlie tavor of 
God she in juires with seiious eirne&tnes'' what is es 
sential to duty and acceptance m Jesus Christ what •aa 
the laws of holy hving jresoiibed m his gospel how can 
the authority of eonaeienee be mimti^ped amid the con 
flicts of pabsion of sense ml of worldlj engav,emenfa 
how lun the christian lace how win tiie hewenlj j cize 3 
TTie higher hie of the soul begin to dawn upon het 

"I have naturally i small appetite h\ grandeur," the 
says, " which is always satisfied even to indigestion, bcfjie 
I leave town, and I req^mie i long ibstinence to g.'t any 
relish for it again; yet, 1 lepeit, there ne \erj agreeable 
people, but, there is dies-., th^-re is re^ti unt, theie is wmt 
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of leisure, to which I find it more difficult to conform for 
any lengtt of time — and life is short." 

One thing ivhioh greatly aided her in maintaining an 
habitual thoughtful nesa of mind, amid the giddy disregard 
of sacred things in much of the society in which she mixed, 
was her strict observance of holy time. The Sahbath was 
always to her a day of rest ; rest from y f m isit- 

ing, from all worldly occupations and ngag m n he 
used it, as designed to be used by its gr a uth a day 
of religious improvement, a means of h ly 1 ng a d to 
trod and eternal things. Wherever she was, in whatever 
company she happened to be, she was never afraid of ap- 
pearing singular, singular as it often did appear, by a de- 
vout and respectful observance of the Lord's day. 

"You know I ofUen told you," she wrote home, while a 
readent at the Adelphi, " that Sunday is not only my day 
of rest, but enjoyment ; I go twice to the churches where I 
expect the best preaching, frequently at St. Clement's, to 
hear my excellent friend Burrows. Mrs. Garrick declines 
asking company on Sunday on my account, so that I enjoy 
the whole day to myself. After my more select reading, I 
attack South, Attecbury, and Warhurton. In these great 
geniuses and original thinkers, I see many passages of 
Scripture presented in a strong and striking light I think 
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it right to mix tlieir learned labors with the devout effu- 
sions of more spiritual writers, Baxter, Doddridge, Hop- 
kins, Jeremy Taylor (the Shakspeare of divinity), and the 
profound Barrow in turn. I devour much, but I fear 
digest little. In the evening, I i-ead a sermon and prayers 
to the family, which Mrs. Garrick likes much." 

Miss More had for some (jme gradnally contracted her 
drcle of acqusdntanoe, confining her visits to smaller assem- 
blies and choicer friends. 

"I have kept my resolution," she says, " to avoid great 
crowds, except when I have been snared into one, under 
tie alluring name of a little private party, into which trap 
I have fallen several times. On Saturday I got a sober 
day at Mre. Montagu's, with only the Smelts', and we all 
agreed we had not been more comfortable foi* a long time ; 
and yet people rarely have the sense or courage to do 
these things, but must stiil meet in herds and flocks." 

She now began to yearn for a home of her own, where 
she could enjoy undisturbed retirement, hedged iu fi-om 
the great world, to pursue her course of thought, of read- 
ing, and of occupation, more in harmony with the natural 
simplicity of her tastes, and the progressive development of 
her religious character. When her purpose of doing so 
became known, tha notioD was assailed by ridicule and 
9* 
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reasoning, and not a faw agreed in her sjiesdy and perma- 
nent return to London and Bristol. 

In spite of forebodings and dissnasives, Miss More, at 
length, fixed upon a small establishment in the parish of 
"Wrington, ten miles from Bristol, and so secluded from 
the hum of the great world as to be unvisited even by 
the post. Here is a thatched roof cottage, the prettiest little 
herniitage tbat can be ; flowers edge the walks and fringe 
the green lawn, which slopes gently towards the south, di- 
versified by groups of shrubbeiy here and there, tastefully 
arranged, pleasing to the eye, and affording a i-efreshing 
shade from the noon-tide heats. Beyond, in the dusky 
distance, rises the Mendip Ridge, bold and grand. Behold 
Cowslip Green ; Horace Walpole calls it a cousin to 
Strawbeny-Hill — a country cousin, one fandes. 

" I am fitting up a tiny boudoir at Cowslip Green," 
says the new mistress of the cottage, "which I intend 
shall contain no literature but the offerings of kindness : 
by this means, my imagination will convert my little 
closet into a temple of friendship ; and when the weather 
is bad, or my spirits low, what a cordial it will be to fancy 
that I am loved and esteemed by so many amiable and 
worthy people as there have contributed to my instaiction 
and delight I" 
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IS pleaainter to oneafnanda to be remembered n ones 
more intellectual hours. Pray take notice, it must not be 
a Jitie, new booh, out of the shop ; that would destroy the 
charm, which lies in this, that the book must be tcana- 
planted from the library of a friend." 

She aftenvarda wrote to the aame gentleman : " After 
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living mclodiuus d js 11 th Mis Miiiti^u the mtlihngalf'S 
and Sppnser, I hd\« mw beeu quietly set down m my cot 
tage a month, and thf evil daja have not come, wherein 
you boibaiouslj pnphesed that I should feel t joy even 
to see the ipjtheoary iide vj to the dooi, — though it la 
certain I neyer do see hiia without thinking if you I do 
not express myself lery aujurately when I t Jk of Inn „ 
quietly, foi, in truth, my neighbors are so Lind, md 'ij 
many people have biought themselves into the deaenition, 
that I am fai from enjjyinii thit peifett retieat ^vh]ch I 
had figuicd to mjself I work m my garden ill the moin 
ing, andnde in the evening thioiigh del]uom lanes and 
hills my most senons stuliea h'jve leenilttle boik of 
Mrs Trimmer's, that wi&e ind plea'iant friend ot little chil- 
dren, — it is a most delectable history of Robin Ited- 
Breast." 

In lehlion to the temjtitions whih lAj'^ 1 her 
spiritual piogie^s, -ind diaqu eted hei sprit in the new 
home ftbth she had chosen, she thus expie-scs herself, to 
Eev. John Newton : — 

" The care of my garden gives me employment, health, 
and spirits. I want to know, dear sir, if it is peculiar to 
myself to form ideal plants of perfect virtue, and to dream 
of all manner of imaginary goodness in untried circum- 
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stances, while one neglects tho immediate duties of one's 
actual situation ? Do I make myself understood ? I have 
always fancied, that if I could secure to myself such a 
quiet retreat as I have now really accomplished, I should 
be wonderfaOy good ; that I should have leisure to store 
my mind with such and such maxims of wisdom ; that 
I should be safe from such and such temptations ; that, in 
short, my whole summers would he smooth periods of 
peace and goodness. Now the misfortune is, I have ac- 
tually found a great deal of the comfort I expected, but 
without any of the concomitant virtues, I am certainly 
happier here than in the agitation of the world, but I do 
not find that I am one hit better ; with full leisure to rec- 
tify my heart and affections, the disposition unluckily does 
not come. I have the movtificalJon to find that petty and 
(as they are called) innocent employments can detain my 
heart from heaven as much as tumultuous pleasures. If 
to the pure all things are pure, the reverse must be also 
true, when I can contrive to make so harmless an employ- 
ment 8& the cultivation of flowers stand in the room of a 
vice, by the great portion of time T give up to it, and by 
the entire dominion it has over my mind. You will tell 
me that if the affections be estranged from their proper 
object, it signifies not mucli whether a bunch of rosea or a 
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pack of cards affects it. I pass my life in intending to get 
the better of this, but lifa is passing away, and the reform 
never begins. It is a very significant saying, though a 
very old one, of one of the Puritans, that ' hell is paved 
with good intentJona!' I sometiraos tremble to think 
how large a square my procrastination alone may furnish 
1 pavement," 



" What you are pleased to say, mj dear madam, of 
the state of your mind, I understand perfectly well," an- 
Bwers this good man, who well understood the deceitful- 
ness of the human heart ; " I praise God on your behalf, 
and I hope I shall earnestly pi'ay for you. I have stood 
upon that ground myself. 

" We are apt to wonder that, when what we accounted 
hindrances are removed, and the things which wo con- 
ceived would be great advantages are put within our 
power, still there is a secret something in the way, which 
proves itself to be independent of all external changes, 
because it is not affected by them. Tho disorder we com- 
plain of is internal ; and in allusion to our Lord's words 
upon another occasion, I may say, it is not anything in 
our outward dtaatioTi (provided it be not actually untaw- 
ful) that cpi) prevent oc even retard our advances in re- 
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F rtliese|U| s« we are Jiected W Je'^usOLrsf -la 
the wounded I lapltcs vie e to look at the Irazen serpent 
John 1 14 lo Mhen we undemtand what the Sciip 
ture teii-hes of fhe i eraon luve and offices cf Chnst the 
necessity ind linal cause of his humiliation unto death 
and feel out own need of sm,h a ?\( on we thei know 
him fo be the Ii^ht, the s m of the vi iild a 1 1 ot the soul 
the source of ail 5] ritual 1 ght I te omf it anlinflienu 
having access by b d to hun nl lecevin^ oit ot lia 
fulness gtiiM for ^race 

"Our pei^ptions of these things are for a time faint and 
indistinct, lite the peep of dawn ; but the dawning light, 
though f^nt, is the sure harbinger of approaching day. 

"The beginnings of spiritual life ai'e small in the ti'ue 
Christian ; ke passes through a succession of various dis- 
pensations, bnt he advances, though silently and slowly, 
yet surely, and will stand forever. 

"At the same time, it must be admitted that the chris- 
tian life is a warfare. Much within us and much without 
us must be resisted. In such a world as this, and with 
such a nature as ours, there will be a call for habitual 
self-denial. We must learn to cease from depending 
upon ouL' own supposed wisdom, power, and g 
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from self-complacenoy and self-seeking, that we may rely 
upon Him whose wisdom and power are infinite." 

What individual, earnestly striving for a better life, has 
not sighed over the clogs and hindrances which beset his 
path, and which he fondly imagines other situations are 
exempt from ; were this wish fulfilled, were that place 
attained, another goal reached, this obstacle removed, then 
how easy the yoke, how light the burden, how smooth 
the way 1 Alas, no ! no situation is free from straits and 
perplexities, nowhere are we exempt from the necessity 
of watohfulness and combat. The evil is within us. " The 
things that we would, we do not, and the things that we 
would not, those we do." "The flesh lusteth against 
the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh, and these are 
contrary the one to the other." In this perpetual conflict 
how can the victory be secured ? Only by watchfulness 
and prayer through our Lord Jesus Chnst. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



From (In, t no ll at C n iip * jeon bpi.ime her home 
in 1785, may be difcd hi^hei iievis of duty i moie 
confirmed religious chiraLtcr anl a clearer uompreh nsiin 
of her sphere of usefulness As the letreat was not 
sought for day-dreaming Ipisurt bti tiniu was not whiled 
away in hterary efCem!nac> oi hti pen consecrated to 
fairy fances or pleasing fictions H^nmh Jloie soon 
found she had a work to do foi the diy in I generation 
in whcL ahe h\el and she iMonght eouiyeously pa 
tientlj and wjth d full heait 

The firot fruit of Oowshp Green was i small work, 
entitled, "Thoughts on the Importante oi iho Minnei? 
of the Great to Geuer'U Soi.ety'''in introductoiy chapter, 
as it wore, to that elevated serses of chiistian teachmg, 
whidi hei life and writings Lereaftn^i developed 

It first appealed anonymously, not so much for the 
fear of man, she says, which worketh a snare, as because, 
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if anonymous, it may be ascribed to some better person, 
and because I fear I do not live aa I write. I liope it 
may be useful to myself, at least as I give a sort of public 
pledge of my principles, to wblcb I pray, I may be 
enabled to act up." 

It was at first attributad to Wilberforee, then to the 
Bishop of London. While the author was yet unknown, 
the hook being canviissed in her presence, she was 
abruptly asked, if she coidd conjecture who he could be. 
"Whoever the author may be, I doubt not the writer 
was in earnest," replied Miss More, with the utmost self- 
possession. But the suthorship did not long remain a secret; 
. while still in London, whither she had gone to superin- 
tend its publication, she received an anonymous epigram, 

"Of senae and religion ii> this little book, 
All agree there's a wonderful store ; 
But while round the world for an author they look, 
I only am wishing for Alore." 

This was her first attack upon the unchristian liabita 
and minor immoralities of the ago : her long and intimate 
acquaintance with the higher ranks of English society, for 
whom as the title indicates the book was expressly written, 
enabled her to write with truth and directness : she knew 
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whereof she spake — "yet I have not gone deep," she 
Bays, " it is confine(J fo prevailing practical evik — should 
this succeed, I hope by the blessing of God to attack the 
principle." Eev. John Newton congratulates her upon 
the performance and especially the choice of a subject ; 
and it is a subject moat admirably handled. She describes, 
with great clearness, the features and influence of that 
large class of negative characters, abounding in . every 
community, which may be called good sort of people ; 
people, who live within the restraints of moral obligation 
and acknowledge the trath of the christian religion, yet 
whose views terminate with this world's good, who are 
destitute of that first essential principle of human actions, 
which can alone render them of any value in the Mght 
of God, faitii in Christ. It is not so much what they do, 
but what they neglect to do, which constitutes, at once, 
the danger to themselves and othere; it is tiis coming 
short which is so full of peril. Alas, how many such are 
there, all around. 



gabors, generous fnends, 
worthy citizens, whose prudence, kindness, integrity, hon- 
ored and respected fcy the world, constitute no elwm to 
acceptance before that tribunal, which searches the heart, 
and has declared, " without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord." 
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The hil it t emi ] \ 1 g h'tn dressers uj or thf bibb'itli 
of gi m» CI d m iiej to senants ind piju ring them 
to di-imi^s 1 Maitor with H" t at home '^undiy Con 
cert3 and Sunday dnersions were eich n tii n (.orament«d 
upon and condemned m a spirit at once so kind so 
candid, ao decided that the book commended itselt ahke to 
reason ind conaistencv and challenged a lair and impar 
tal readmg e\en from those most imwilhng to abide by 
its deoisioi 'i 

On the ni,xt meeln^ with her f end inl ci r ifjor 1 nt, 
Horace ^\ Ijole he tofli her to task loi hiding exhibited 
such monstrously ae eie doctrines He defended ind 
that WIS the joke wi f^a si e to her ssters religion 
ag-tinst me and said he w uld io so against the whole 
bench of bishops — tint tl fDu t]i commandment wis the 
most amiable and merciful law that was ever promulgated, 
as it entirely considera the ease and comfort of the hard 
laboring poor and beasts of burden ; but tliat it was never 
intended for pereous of fashion, who Jmve no occasion for 
rest as they never do anything on the other days ; and 
indeed when the law was made there were no people, of 
feshion. He really pretended to be in earnest, and we 
parted mutually unconvei-ted; he lamentjng I had fallen 
into the error of puntanical strictness, and I lamentmg he 
10* 
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is a persor! of fasliion, for whom the ten c 
are not made I" 

The book made its way ; when the second edition was 
issued it sold in little more than a weelt ; the third in 
a few hours ; and seven large editions disappeai'ed in a 
few months : extensively read and circulated, it did not 
fail to exercise a vast influence in the cirotea for whom 
it was chiefly intended ; its admonitions were heard and 
heeded; several of these customs fell into disrepute, and at 
last were entirely abandoned, For these heneficial changes, 
society is indehted to Miss Hannah More. 

Two years afterwards au " Estimate of the Religion of 
the Fashionable World" appeared, striking deep at the false 
prindples which govern men in their daily hves, and laying 
bare the inconsistencies and hollow professions of those who 
bore the christian name. 

The estimate is full of sound, clear, and dicriminatiiig 
views, applicable quite as much to our time as it was to the 
spirit and tendencies of seventy yeare ago. 

" The present age," she says, " may justiy be called the 
age of benevolence. Liberality flows with a full tide 
through a thousand channels. There is scarcely a news- 
paper that does not record some meeting of men of for- 
tune for the most salutary purposes. The noble and num- 
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berless structures for tlie reliKf of distress, which are the 
ornament and glory of our metropolis, proclaim species of 
munificence unknown to former ages. Subscriptions are 
easily solicited, 

" Allowing the boaafed superiority of modern benev- 
olence, it might be well to inquire whether the diffusion of 
this branch of charity, though the most lovely oi&pring of 
religion, be yet any positive proof of the prevalence of re- 
ligious priuciplo ? and whether it be not the fashion rather 
to consider benevolence as a substitute for Christianity than 
its an evidence of if?" 

Are not these questions pertinent also to us, in our day 3 

"It seems to be one of the reigning erroi's among some," 
she continues, " to reduce all i-eligion into benevolence, and 
all benevolence into alms-giving. The wide and compre- 
hensive idea of ehiistian charity is compressed into the 
slender compass of a little pecuniary relief. This apeclea 
of benevolence is indeed a bright gem anaong the orna- 
ments of a Christian ; but by no means furaishos all the 
jewels of a crown, which derives its lustre from the associ- 
ated radiance of every christian grace. 

"The roere casual benevolence of any man can have 
littie claim to solid esteem ; nor does any charity deserve 
the name, which does not grow out of a steady conviction 
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that it is his bouniJen duty ; which does not spi-Ing from a 
settled propensity to obey the whole will of God ; which is 
not therefore made a part of the general plan of his con- 
duct ; and which does not lead him to order the whole 
scheme of hh affaire nitli an eye to it 

"He iheiefore who does not habituito himself to certain 
intenoi lestiamts, who does not hve m a regular coarse of 
sell renunciation, will not I,e likelj often to perform acta of 
benehcence, when it beuimps neies'iary to convert to such 
jurposes any of that time oi money which appetite, temp- 
tation, or vanity solicit him to divert to other purposes. 

" And surely he who seldom sacrifices one darling indul- 
gence, who does not subtract one gratification from the in- 
cessant round of hia enjoyments, when the indulgence 
would obstruct his capacity of doing good, or when the 
sacrifice would enlarge his power, does not deserve the 
name of benevolent. And for such an unequivocal criterion 
of charity, to whom are we to look, but to the conscientious 
Christian ? No other spirit but that by which he is gov- 
erned, can subdue self-love ; and where self-love is the pre- 
dominant passion, benevolence can have but a feeble, or an 
accidental dominion. 

" Now if we look around, and remark the excesses of 
luxury, the costly divewions, and the intemperate dissipa- 
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1 which numbers of professing Chriatians indulge 
1 any stretoli of candor, cau even that ten- 
der Eentiment by which we are enjoined ' to hope' and to 
' believe all things,' enable ua to hope and believe that 
sncb are actuated by a apirit of christian benevolence, 
merely because we aoo them perform some casual acts of 
charity, which the spirit of the world can contrive to make 
extremely compatible with a voluptuoiB life ; and the coat 
of which, after all, bears but littJe proportion to that of 
any one vice, or even vanity !' " 

The length of the extract will be pardoned on account 
of its excellence and appropriateness to our own time. 
The whole treatise is worthy of a thorough reading, re- 
plete as it ia with sound sense and healthy piety, although 
there are allusions here and there, better befitting an Eng- 
lish audience than onr own. The Bishop of London de- 
clared there were few persons in Great Britain who could 
write such a book, conveying so much sound, evangehcal 
morality, and so much genuine Christianity, ia such neat 
and elegant language, and predicted that the book would 
find its way into every fine lady's library, and if it did 
not into her heart and manners, the iault would be her own. 
A letter from Mrs. Chapone thus espressea her eom- 
mendatjon : — 
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" The same goal gectleioan, my dear Madam, who some 
time ago gave liis excellent thoughls to ' the Great,' has 
agMn made a powerful effort for their I'eformatioo, which 
they receive with as much avidity as if they meant to be 
amended hy it : indeed he has wisely reeoinmended 
it to their taste by every charm and ornament of 
eloc[UPuoe 

He has been so obi i^ng ^ t end m" a c j y f 1 is 
idmirabJe bo k and aa 1 do iiDti^DTi hi, name aid td 
dress I take the hberty of i] pi) ng to y u (wl o iie I be 
lieve pretty well iequ,anted with hini, though pobably 
not iwire of half hu. ments) to beg you will cun\ej to 
hjta mj gntetul icknowledgmenta tor hia fa\oi i I is 
sure h m tl at he continually rises in mj e teem hj the 
feithful wal with which he lays out the talents intrusted to 
him at the highest interest and I will \entuie to confeas 
(gentleman though he be) thit I smcerelj lo^e and honor 
him and wisli the must peif ct suixe « tj all hi'' Uudable 
undeitakin a 

" We long tor you in town, my dear Miss More ; hasten 
and enjoy the applause your lay fiiend has gained, and to 
which his own heai't must bear testimony." 

Two choice spirits had been added to her list of friends, 
Rev. John Newton and William Wilberforce, both of 
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whom quiclvpnpd hei cncigies i>v the new and h 
career w]iieh opened liefoie her 

Of WUbeiE.itP and the gieat -subject that firet United 
them togethei, she thus writes to Mrs Caitei — 

" Tliis most irnport^nt cause, the pioject to abolish the 
slave-trade in Alnca, has \ery much occupied my thoughts 
this Bummei , the young gentleman, Mr "Wilberforce, who 
has embarked m it with the ?eal of an apoat)e, has been 
much with me, and engaged all my little mteiest, and all 
my affections in if It is to bt biought bi,fore Parliament 
in the spring. Above one hundred raemhei's have prom- 
ised their votes. My dear friend, be sure to canvass every- 
body who has a heart. It is a subject too ample for a 
letter, and I shall have a gi'eat deal to say to you on it 
when we meet. To my feelings it is the most interesting 
subject which was ever discussed in the annals of hu- 
manity." 

Similarity of pursuits and sentiments soon drew the two 
together, and laid the foundations of an intimacy, whose 
delightful and improving interchanges proved not only a 
source of sti'ength and comfort to themselves, but a foun- 
tiun of blessings to othere. 

At twenty-six Wilberforce was a member of Parliament, 
master of an ample fortune, surrounded by friends and flat- 
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as be read and was astonisHed. Tbe book was Doddridge's 
Rise and Progress of Religion, wbose appeals and per- 
suasions, wbose rebukes and deaunciations, the youog man 
found were recorded and reiterated on every page of tbe 
Bible. Wilberforce saw bis danger, and fled for refuge to 
the cross of Christ. 

Immediately on his return to Engl d b bt tbe 

spiritual guidance of John Newton. W b cp p- 

peared a changed man, a living op f h gra f 

God, known and read of a!l men. In his ns a n o 
the service of his Divine Master, tber wa no e o 
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fo th let me do w th j n glif wh I tl o 1 j I ti aa 
the leepless en lea o of h s 1 1 

A aoc ety for the refo mat of j- ubl c mo -il was soon 
on foot thro gh h s st me tal ty ^h ch helped greatly 
tocheok the sj ead of bl a^le o in-) nlcentpllca 
tions and was the so ce w! e c sj a „ m n k nd ed 
schen es for the p hi good 

But the abolition of the Slave-ti-ade was the great work 
whiuh must immortalize Wilberforce, and at twenty-eight, 
1787, he began to devote himself to its interests. While 
making a short aojonrn at Bath, for the benefit of its 
waters during the autumn of this year, he records of 
himself, " I believe one cause of my haWng fallen so abort 
is my having aimed no higher. Remember, thy situation 
abounding in comforla requires tbee to be peculiarly on 
% guard, lest when thou hast eaten aiid art full, thou 
foi^ettest God"— yet Miss More who passed much time in 
his society at this time declares, " This young gentleman's 
character is one of the most extraordinary I ever knew for 
talents, virtue, and piety, It is difficult not to grow wiser 
and better every time one convenes with him." 

The enormities of the Slave Traffic had for a long time 
attracted the attantion of thoughtful and feeling minds 
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both in England and America. Seven years before, Mr. 
Burke had almost determined to biing the subject before 
tlie English Parliament, having sketched a bill to provide 
for the immediate amelioration of its severities and its 
ultimate extinction ; — the plan however he abandoned, 
from a conviction that it would prove an unpopular and 
ruinous measure for his party. 

Meanwhile facts were collected and arguments adduced 
to arouse and inform the public mind; in May 1787, 
several gentlemen met t(^eth«r m London and foiToed 
themselves into a committee to collect information and 
raise funds for promoting the abolition of the trade ; over 
this body, Granville Sharpe presided, while Clarkson, as 
their agent, was in tbe field with all his queDchless ardor, 
bringing out from tlieir dark dens, facta and truths, re- 
specting the trafHc, which curdled the blood and almost 
awakened the distrust of every English reader, yet it had 
struck its roots into the commercial interests of the countiy, 
and hundreds were ready to defend it. 

And now the subject must be laid before Parliament — 
where is the man of moral mettle, to undertake it ! No 
man of pai'ty connection or political ambition dared en- 
gage in a work of such doubtful and dangerous issues. 
It must be undertaken at his own peril, depending alone 
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1 tie righteousness of hia cause, for coramercial power 



and self-interest, ( 



g iisage were all agaimt it 



A man must do it from God's imposition and for humani- 
ty's sake. Wilberforoe waa the man. How hravsly ho 
battled, and how glorious the issue, tta world knows well. 

Among the publications of the daj to arous< and enlist 
the public sympathies, "The Slave Trade," a little po^ta, 
issued from the pen of Hannah More. 

The muse in impassioned strains thus e: 



" What wrongs, what injuries does Oppression plead, 
To aiuooth tbe crime and eanetify the deed 1 
What strange otFence, what aggravated sin ! 
Thej stand convicted— of a dai-ker skin I 
Barbarians, hold I the opprobrious commerce spare, 
Respect Bis sacred image which they bear. 
Though darkaud savage, ignorant andblmd, 
Thej claim the comTnon privilege of kind; 
Let malice strip tliem of eaoh other plea, 
Tliej still are men, and men should stiU be free. 
Insnlted Keaaoii loathes th' inverted trade- 
Loathes, as she views the human purchase made; 
The outraged goddess, with abhorrent eyes, 
Sees man the traffic, souk the merchaodiaa 1 
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CHAPTER IX. 

tnkm amnDg tjiE f nnr— ^nnJcsii Irfianls. 

Ok New Year's day of 1789, Miss More is dining at 
Berkley-squai'e, Mrs, Montagu having assembled araund 
her a few ■oS the Bleus, among whom" wo recognize the 
femiliar jace of Mrs. Eoscawen. 

Mrs. Vesey, who made one of this hrilliant circle on 
Hannah's first introduction to London, was now in that 
state of suffering, which left one nothing to hope — her 
mind was gone. 

"Ah," sighed Miss More, on visiting her, "it is melan- 
choly to look at this house where I have seen so many 
^;reeable people, and heard so much pleasant conversation, 
and made so many fiiendships, and think that its mistress 
is bereft of her feculties. What a call for serious reflec- 
tion! I want to get my heart more affected with feeling 
for the sorrows of others, and witli gratitude for my own 
mercies." 

She soon after went down to Hampton where she had 
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as yet endeavored to pass a few weeks, each year, to cheer 
the widowed heart of Mrs. Garrick. The exciting topic of 
the spring was the slave question, which was about to be 
laid before Parliament. Wilberibree went down to Teston, 
at Sir Charles Middleton's country seat, to consult his 
advisem and marsLal his forces for the approaching debate. 
" He with the whole junto of abolitionists are slaving it till 
two o'clock every moraing," declares Mrs. Boiiverie. "I 
hope Teaton will be the Kunnymede of the negroes," 
ejaculates Miss More, "and the great charter of African 
liberty will be completed — the fate of Africa now trembles 
in the balance." 

On the 12th of May, in a speech of three hours of 
surpassing eloquence, Wilberforce opened the debate in 
the House of Commons, denouncing the slave-trade as a 
national iniquity and tracing with masterly power lis de- 
strucljve effects upon Africa, upon its victima and upon the 
colonies ; viewed from his own stand point, not political 
advancement or party tactics, but from the elevated height 
of a common humanity and christian civilization, ho beheld 
its horrors and injustice in all their length and breadth and 
depth, and his own soul glowed with the magnitude of the 
siibjeet. Pitt, Burke, and Fox, gave him a strong and 
eloquent support, each unanimously declaring that the 
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b13\ td tiidg ilij-l fthe coun- 

try, d th t th i t ts t bit uld satisfy 

the d m J f j t J th ppe la f I anity. It 
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femiliar to U3 as household words were then broached as 
dangerous and startling innovations, and were met by a 
powerful opposition from the callous, the timid, and the 
self-interosted, 

Miss More soon left these exciting scenes for a June 
fitting it Rosi-dale, Mis Boscawen's new villi at Rich 
raond, \nd I am sithng," she closi^i i letter to Mirth-i, 
' on th ^erj e'lt wheie fhomson wiote ks Viijns' 
The aL de of the j let was a siniila cottnge in Kewfoot 
Line on th" banks ot the Thames It was purchased at 
hi"* deatli bj George Ens', Es((, who enlarged and beauti 
fiedit, leverenfly ]respr\ing mhate^ei he consi';ti-ntl) could 
of the old domain At his death, the jnpeity fell to 
Mrs Boscawen Theie wts the Birds fa^oute seat in 
the alcove under the old elm-tree, and there a little walnut 
table, where Thomson sang the seasons and their change : 
and may we not suppose that fancy lent enchantment to 
the scene, as the friends lingered in the alcove, hoard the 
warblings of the thrash, and gazed upon the summer beau- 
ties of the landscape, which inspired the heart of the poet ! 
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The remaitidei' of the season was diversified by a visit lo 
Sandleford, vihose Gothic windowsj Grecian wit and British 
oaks, could not waid off five days of unrelenting head- 
ache, to whicli Miss More from early life was subject; 
then a sail down the river Wye, in company with her 
pleasant and escellent friends Mr. and Mias Wilberforce, 
looking at abbeys and castles, enjoying at once the benefits 
of improving conversation and the charms of most beauti- 
ful and interesting scenery ; we find her next at Stoke, 
1 sober magnificenee with a certain Dowager 
i, where a little more discretion and a little less 
fancy were proper and deeorou'', as she tells us. 

Hannah and Martha are now at Cowslip Green : tho 
retreat is enlivened by a day from Mra. Montagu, a week 
from Mrs. Garrick, both of whom came to tiy the benefit 
of Bath waters, and a fortnight from Mrs. Kennicott, 
" who w ith wonderful readiness accommodated herself 
to the quiet, simple life of their little cottage;" then 
came a vacation week froia the elder sisterhood, and last, 
though not li'ast, the Wilbciforces made a ramble to the 
Green. 

Among the interesting features of the surrounding 
scenery, rose the bold and I'omantic Cliffi, of Cheddar, 
forming a picturesque pei'^pective towards the south len 
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miles fi'om CowsUp Green, Among these elifls wore scenes 
of ivild beauty and solemn grandeur, yawning caverns, 
damp hollows and bald peaks, which made them the 
summer resort of many a traveller in quest of sublime and 
iiuposing scenery. 

The sisters begged Wilberforce not to leave "Wrington 
without a visit to these wonders of the region. Patty was 
eloquent, and urged the gratification which the drive would 
afford to a mind like his ; a day was fised — then given 
up ; the Cliffe were again discussed at the breakfast-table, 
the next morning, until their guest was prevailed upon 
to go. 

On his return, Patty ran into the parlor, triumphantly 
inquiring, " How he liked the Cliffe !" 

" Very fine," ho replied ; " but the poverty and distress 
of the people are dreadful." 

"This was all that passed," said Patty, in relating the 
circumstance. " Wilberforce soon retired to his room, and 
dismissed even his reader. I said to Hannah and his sis- 
ter that I feared ho was not well. The cold chicken and 
wine put into the carriage for his dinner, was returned un- 
touched. Mr. Wilberforce appeared at supper, seemingly 
refreshed with a higher feast than we had sent with him. 
The servant, at his desire, was dismissed, when immediately 
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he began ; ' Miss Hannah More, aomothing must he done 
for Cheddar.' 

" He then gave us a particular account of his day, of the 
inquiries he had made respecting the poor : there vias no 
resident minister, no manufactory, nov did there appear 
any dawn of comfort, eithet temporal or spiritual. The 
possihility and method of assisting them was discussed till 
a late hour : it was then decided in a few words, by Mr. 
Wilberforce's exclaiming, ' If you will he at the trouble, I 
will he at the expense.' 

"Something commonly called an impulse, crossed my 
heart, that told me it was God's work, and it would do : 
and though I never have, and probably never shall recover 
the same emotion, yet it is my business to water it with 
■watchfulness. 

" Mr. Wilberforce and his sister loft us in a day or two. 
We turned many schemes in our head every possible way ; 
at length those measures were adopted, which led to the 
formation of the different schools." 

The Cliffe of Cheddar, at this time, were inhabited hy a 
squalid, ignorant, half-savage people, dwelling in the caves 
and fissures of the rocks, and earning a miserable subsist- 
ence by selling roots, stalactites, and other mineral pro- 
ductions of the place, to travellers who came hither, 
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lilting also tlie legends with which the region 



The heaila of the sisters, we may suppose, had already 
yearned over the destitution and wretchedness of this for- 
lorn race, thus hanging as it were on the skirts of civiliza- 
tion r for they readily and joyfully responded to the call. 
Home missionary work of this kind was then comparatively 
now ; though Robert Raikes had begun to hlees Gloucester 
with the Sunday-school, and two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand children were ah'eady enjoying its privileges, yet the 
) benefits of the institution were not yet widely 
r fully realized ; old Brentford als a e p' 
a harvest of good from the warm-hearted ff of g od 
Mrs. Trimmer, who had established, and as j n nd 
ing a system of moral instruction, wherebj la numb rs 
of poor children had been reclaimed from 11 n a d vi 
These efforts had received Hannah More's cordial sym- 
pathy and warm approval : a similar field was now spread 
out before her ; a sphere of active usefulness, unlike any 
which she had hitherto occupied, invited her attention, and 
appealed to her christian love. She resolved upon imme- 
diate action. Accompanied by Patty, she is soon explor- 
ing the region, a graphic account of whlcl she gives in a 
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letter to Wilberforce, while still on the tour, dated from 
Geoi^ Hotel, Choddar. 

"Thougt this is but a romantic place, as mj friend 
Matthew well observed, yet you would iaugli to see the 
bustle I am in. I was told that we should meet with 
great opposition if I did not tiy to propitiate tie chief 
despot of the village, who is very rich and very brutal : so 
I ventured into the den of this monster, in a country as 
savage as himself, near Bridgewater. He begged that T 
would not think of bringing any religion into the countjy : 
it was the worst thing in the world for the poor, it made 
them lazy and useless. In vain I represented to him, that 
they would be more industi'ious as they were better prin- 
cipled ; and that, for my own part, I had no selfish views 
in what 1 was doing. He gave mo to understand that he 
knew the world too well to believe either the one or the 
other. Somewhat dismayed to find that ray success bore 
no proporiJon to my submissions, I was almost discouraged 
from more visits ; but I found that friends must be secured 
at all events; for if these rich savages set their faces 
against us, and influenced the poor pe,ople, I saw that 
nothing but hostilities would ensue ; bo I made eleven 
more of these agreeable visits ; and, as I improved in tlie 
art of canvassing, had better success. Miss Wilberforce 



Healed byGoogIc 



wouid Lave been shocked, had she seen the petty tyrania 
whose insolence I stroked and tamed, the ugly children I 
praised, the pointers and spaniels I caressed, the cider I 
commended, and tlia wine I swallowed. After these irre- 
sistible Satteriea, I inquired of each if he could recommend 
me to a house ; and said that I had a little plan which I 
lioped would secuce tbeir orchards from being robbed, 
their rabbits from being shot, tbeir game from being 
stolen, and which might lower the poor-rates. If effect be 
tlie best proof of eloquence, then mine was a good speech, 
for I gained, at length, the hearty concurrence of the whole 
people, and their promise to discourage and fevor the poor 
in proportion as they were attentJve or negligent in send- 
ing their children. Patty, who is with me, says she has 
good hopes that the hearts of some of these rich poor 
wretches may be touched ; they are as ignorant as the 
beasts that perish, intoxicated every day before dinner, and 
plunged into such vices as make me begin to think London 
a virtuous place. By their assistance I procured im- 
mediately a good house, which, when a partition is 
taken down, and a window added, vrill receive a great 
number of children. The house and an excellent garden 
of almost an acre of ground, I have taken at once for six 
guineas and a half a year I have ventured to take it for 
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seven years — tiiere is courage for you ! It is to be put in 
order immediately, 'for the night cometh;' and it ia a 
comfort to think th'it though I may be m diat -inJ a.hes 
m a tew weeks yet by that time this buainets will he in 
actual motion I Lire wutten to different rainufuturing 
towns for a miatresi tut c^n g t nothing hitherto As to 
the mistre^ for the '^uiUy acho 1 ind the re) g oua piit, I 
haie employed Mm Eiterbrook of wlo^e julgment I 

haie a good opinion I hope Miss W w 11 not be 

frightened —but I •im afiaid s! o mu=t be cillel a 
Melho-h t 

r -jskel the fximers if the? hil n re ilent cir^t^! 
rhey toldme thej hid 1 ngl t to n is t on one whichrght 
they confessed they had never venturpd io exeicae for 
feir their t thes would be nsed I blushed for mj 
Bfecies The gleVe house a giod for my purposes The 
curat« h\e3 at Wells tnehe rales distant Thpy have 
only service ouee a week ind there is scarcely an instmce 
of a poor person being m ited or prijed with 

In spite of Miss Hannali'a repeated headaches, and Miss 
Patty's ill-health, so promptly and energetically did they 
pursue their labors, that the lat of October witnessed the 
opening of the school in Cheddar, by Miss Hannah in 
person. The principal people from the parishes far and 
12 
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e to witoess the operation of a scheme, fts it was 
t, to reform Botany Bay. 

"It was an affecting sight," says she. " Several of the 
grown-up youth had been tried at the \ato assizes, — three 
were the children of a person lately condemned to be 
hanged ; many thieves, all ignorant, profane and vicious, 
beyond belief. Of this banditti we have enlisted one 
hundred and seventy ; and when the clei'gyman, a hard 
man, who is alao the magistrate, saw these creatures tneel- 
ing around us, whom he had seen but to commit or to 
punish in some way, he burst into fears. I can do them 
but little good, I fear, but the grace of God can. 

" Have you never felt your mind," she asks Wilberforee, 
•' now and then raised and touched by some very trifling 
circumstance 3 So I felt on Sunday. Some musical gen- 
tleman, drawn from a distance by curiosity (just as I was 
coining out of church with my ragged regiment, much de- 
pressed to think how little good I eould do them), quite 
unespeetedly struck up that beautiful and animated an- 
them, ' In as much as you do it to one of the least of these, 
you have done it unto me.' " 

To the Sunday-school was soon added a school during 
the week, where sewing, knitting, and spinning were taught 
to the girls. A foithful and excellfnl: woman 
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as mistress of this scliool, who, with her daughter, entered 
so completely into Mi^ More's plans, that medicine, cloth- 
ing, and small sums of money were, from time to tjme, 
placed at her disposal, ta distribute among the sick and 
needy, to whom she over proved a friend and com- 
forter. 

Two ypii^ iftfr Miss M ip s tirat \isit to CI eddar she re 
ceived a zealous ■^llv n the Pe\ Ttoms Di witt whi be- 
came a resident curate amon^ tl s peuple stii-ngthenrng 
her hin is and encoun^iT g h r 1 eirt bi all the meins m 

Crnt -istti the V il fi ( hella Lheilii hi i ot 
uound then hojes o o\hiust the i eneigies rthor fi Ida 
opened befjie them and thej went l-olll} loiwsid bcarmg 
the precious see I Ih tpen ] anshes were tound equally 
deat tute tt the means of so iil cumfoits or religious im 
proiement In shipham the women knew nothing of in 
dustry or fnigihty the young men spent thu ^abbith in 
sporting and hunting, and the children in nakedness and 
vagrancy At A\bndge the curate wis intoxiuited sis 
times in the week and \ery frequently was presented fom 
preachii g by two blaL,k eyes hone tly eimpd hj fight ng 
the ale-house was more frequented thm the church the 
'aw^ of cards or ^uots w re better und i^twd thin the ten 
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commanumente, while good order and domestic peace were 
things unlieard of. 

" The lower classes are fated to he poor, ignorant, and 
Tvicked," said the petty landholder ; " and wise as you are, 
you cannot alter what is decreed." "Besides," added an- 
other, "I like the parish very well as it is,— if the young 
men come and gamhle before my house Sunday afteraoon, 
I have only to go out and curse and swear at them, and 
they will march off,— what can one desire more J" 

Happily for the parishes, there were those who did de- 
sire more— happily there were eyes that wept, and hearts 
that felt, and lips that prayed, for the sori'ows and woes of 
the poor : there were time, and talent, and money that had 
been consecrated to the Lord's serrice, and thoy were to be 
employed among his poor : before the year closed schools 
were established in nine different parishes,— and five hun- 
dred scholars were enjoying the benefits of Sabbath- 
Bchool instruction. 

From Bath, Wilberforce wrote to Miss More :— " I have 
more money than time and if you or j oar s t^r will i n 
descend to be my dlmoner you wdl en-»bie me to emj loy 
B me of thtauierflutj it his please 1 God to gi\e me to 
some good j urj <!e Suie am I that they who subsenbe 
attention and mdu^itry furn sh art les ot n ore sterling 
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and intrinsic value. Besides, I have a rioli tanker in Lon- 
don, ]\lr. Henrj Thornton, whom I cannot oblige so much 
as by drawing on him for purposas lilte these. I shall take 
tlie liberty of enclosing a draft for £40 ; but this is only 
for a beginning." 

" I joyfnllj accept your oiTice of almoner," responds Han- 
nah, thankful to scatter around the "gleanings of the horL 
of plenty," "on condition that you will find fault with, and 
direct me with as little scruple as I shall have in disposing 
of your money. Patty is very proud at being admitted 
into the confederacy, and at being appointed superintendent 
of Cheddar; a title, however, she will only hold by delega- 
tion in my too long absence, for I like my dignity too weli 
to allow her to be more than vice-queen. 

" What comfort I feel, in looking round on these starv- 
ing and half naled multitudes, to think tb^t bv youi hber 
slity many of them may be fed md dofhed and oh, if 
but one soul is rescued trom etemai miseij, how may we 
rejoice over it in anothpr state, where poihipsit mij not 
be one of our smallest iHlicitie^, that our tnendship w la 
turned to some useful account m a(!\incing the good of 
others, and, as I humbly presume to hope, m improMng 
ourselves foi that life «hich shiU have no s^n 1 

"Mr. Henry Thornton, I think, belongs to the SoaetF 
12* 
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of Sunday-schools in London, for assisting necessitous vil- 
kges witt books, &c. There canoot be a fairer claim on 
them than the present. If you and he approve it, perhaps 
we may apply for a qnantity of New Testaments, prayer- 
books, and little Sunday-school books, with a few Bibles. 
The sooner we get them the better ; otherwise, you or he 
will be so good as to oi'der a supply from the Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge, to which I do not belong, 
or I would send for tliem. They may be directed to Parlt- 
Btreet." 

To Mrs. Carter she writes, " It is grievous to reflect, Ibat 
while we are sending missionaries to India, our villages are 
in pagan dailness, and upon many of them scai-cely a ray 
of Christianity baa shone. I speak from the most minnta 
and diligent examination, I have been constantly occu- 
pied for a long time, in trying what my poor abilities and 
my small influence over others, richer and better, can bring 
about. In one particular spot, for instance, there are six 
large parishes, without so much as a resident curate. 
Through the kind aaaistanee of a friend or two, I am en- 
deavoring to fix schools and other little institutions in the 
most destitute of these places, and, as they are from six to 
ten miles distant, you will judge that it employs a good 
deal of my time. I have the satisfaction to tpll von. that 
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Cheddar, oiii- first establisbment, goes oti prosperously. 
We tave a great many ctildren in that parish only, and 
hy the ahility and piety of our teachers, their improve- 
ment surpasses my warmest hopes. I make no apology to 
you, my dear fiiend, for the freedom of these details. 
Alas ! there are so few to whom one can speak or write 
upon such subjects. 

" Poor Patty is a great sufferer. Our fnend, Mrs, 
Garriok, who is still at Bristol Wells, has been to see ua 
several times : she does not think herself quite recovered. 
To those who have enjoyed during s, lifetime perfect 
health, illness is particularly alarming. Let you and me, 
my dear friend, number our infirm health, among the mer- 
cifiil providences which have been dispensed to us. How 
much more do we enjoy our intervals of ease than those 
who know no pains, and I hope we may be able to turn 
the pain itself to a good account. ' AH things work to- 
gether for good to them that love Grod.' 

" I wish you could see my roses. I have a double end 
in such a wish, for then I should see you. I ara truly and 
faithfully, my dearest Mrs, Garter, yours."— — ■ 

At this time the elder sisters retired from their school, 
after a professional experience of nearly thirty years, highly 
creditable to themselves, and amply rewarded by an ex- 
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tensive patronage, which enalled them U. ttUd i hoe 
house in Bath, and spend thp r htei jeara m the enjoy 
ment of every comfort which (arth can g ve besides that 
unspeakable peace wLioh heaien hcstows ujtn its heirs 

Henceforth the sbters had two homes sometimes at 
Cowslip Green, Romelimes at Bath and the fiiternd tie 
was strengthened and hallowed by the hearty co oj pratioQ 
of each other in holy purposes and useful jlana 

The Mendip schools were deai to the si=iterhood each 
bore her share in their labors fatigues anxietic nnd con 
flicts, sustaining and encouragmg their sisfei Htnnah la 
the conspicuous and important part which her talents nnd 
energy required her to bear. How delightful this eirde, 
undivided by the change of years and uubioken bj dtath, 
mingling together their fortunes ind affections in the sime 
great pursuits, and around the sinie home hearths 

In the establishment of their schocls the difficulties to 
be overcome needed all the resolution ind j H^mpnt of 
minds like theirs. Though the tield of effort wis in a 1 in 1 
of Bibles and Sabbaths, yet a j-rejaritory work not n holly 
unlike that which is necessary on heathen giuund wi3 
needed here, — the whole people wl om thej w she 1 to 
benefit, were to be mnci^ioiet^, — fenung not L J orre^wd 
ing man, they neither desired nor cared for the bless ngs 
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which christian love would bestow,— there were the preju- 
dices and opposition of the small proprietors, the hardness 
and guilt of the poor, the hatred of the ale-houses, the in- 
difference of the church, — the general ignorance and inca- 
pability of appreciating the nature of the good to be con- 
ferred upon them, the difficulty also of obtaining suitable 
teachers, prudent, discreet, and pious ; add to these 
siud Mss Hannah, after the good work was in progress, 
" The teaching of the teachers, which is not the least part 
of the work — having about thirty masters and mistresses, 
with under-teachers, one has continually to hear with the 
faults, the ignorance, the prejudices, htimors, misfortunes, 
and debts of all these poor, well-meaning people, I hope, 
however, it teaches one forbearance, and it serves to put 
me in niind how much Grod has to bear from me. I now 
and then comfort Patty in our journeys home at night, by 
saying, if we do these people no good, I hope we do some 
little good to ourselves." 

But Miss More neither flinched nor faltered in her ardu- 
ous service: she who had not hesitated to speak plain, 
but unwelcome truths to the gay and great, and reiterate 
the startling admonitions of the Bible in the halls of 
luxurious ease, would shrink from no personal fatigue 
or be disheartened either by opposition or indifference. 
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The course of instruction pursued in iier scliools was 
divided into four classes, Bible, Testament, Psalter, and the 
Catechism and Alphabet; the riUes were always read at 
their opening on Sunday morning, followed by a prayer, 
a hymn, and a part of the 34th Psalm. 

" For the first year," said Misa More, in speaking of the 
mother and daughter whom she had engaged as teachers 
for Cheddar, and the difficulties presented at Cheddar 
were like those of every other place, where schools had 
been planted, " these excellent women had to struggle 
with every kind of opposition, so that they were frequently 
tempted to give up fieir laborious employ. They well 
enUfled themselves to £30 per annum salaiy and some 
little presents. They visited the sick, chiefly with a view 
to their spiritual concerns; but we concealed ihe true 
motive at first : and in order to procure them access to the 
homes and hearts of the people, they were furnished not 
only with medicine, but with a little money, which they 
administered with great prudence. They soon gained 
their confidence, read and prayed to them, and in all 
respects did what a good clergyman does in other 



" At the end of the year we perceived that much ground 
had been gained among the poor; but the success was 
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attended with eo small persecution from the rich, tiough 
some of them grew more favorable. 

" I now ventured to have a sermon read after school on a 
Sunday evening, inviting a few of the parents, and keeping 
the grown-up children; tho sei-mons were of the most 
awakening sort, and soon produced sensible effects. It was 
at first thought a very methodistical measure, and we got a 
few broken windows ; but quiet perseverance, and tie great 
prudence with which the zeal of our good mistresses was 
regulated, carried us through. Many reprobates were, by 
the blessing of God, awakened, and many swearers and 
Sabbath-breakers reclaimed. The number both of young 
and old scholars increased, and the daily life and conversa- 
tion of many seemed to keep pace with their religious pro- 
fessions on the Sunday. 

" We now began to distribute Bibles, prayer-books, and 
other good books, but never at random, and only ia those 
who bad given some evidence of their loving and deserving 
them. They are always made the reward of superior 
learning, or some other merit, as wo can have no other 
proof that they will be read. Those who manifest the 
greatest diligence, get the books of most importance. 
Daring my absence in the winter, a great many will learn 
twenty or thirty chapters, psalins and hymns. 
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"Finding the waets and diBtressesof these poor people 
uncommonly gi'eat {for their wages are but one shilling per 
day), and fearing to abuse the bounty of my friends by too 
indiscriminate liberality, it occurred to me that I could 
make what I had to bestow go much further, by inslitiiting 
clubs or societies for the women, as is done for the men in 
other places. It was uo small trouble to accomplish this ; 
for though the subscription was only three haif-penoe a 
week, it was more than they could always raise; yet the 
object appeared so important,' that I found it would be 
good economy privately to give widows and other very 
poor women money to pay their club. After combating 
many prejudices, we carried this point, which we took care 
to involve in the general system, by making it subservient 
to the schools, the rules of the club restraining the women 
to such and such points of conduct respecting the schools. 
In some parishes we have one handred and fifly poor 
women thus assodated ; you may guess who are the 
patronesses," 

These clubs proved a great blessing to the little com- 
munities, in which they were establislied, by helping the 
poor to husband their small resources for a time of need, 
and teaching them the importance and advantage of 
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economy : in sickness, a member received three shillings a 
week, for lying-in seven sliillinga and sispence. 

A girl trdned in their scbook and sustaining a virtuous 
character, was presented on her mari'iaga day with five 
shillings, a, pair of white stockings, and a new Bible. 

"Henceforth," Miya Miss More, " I desire to have little to 
do with the great. I have devoted the remnant of my life 
to the poor, and those that have no helper ; and If I can 
do them no good, I can at least sympathize with them, 
and I know it is some comfort for a forlorn creature, to be 
able to say, ' there is something that cares for me.' The 
simple idea of bmnff eared for, has always appeared to me 
a very cheering one : besides, the affection they have for 
me is a strong engine with which to lift them to a love of 
higher things. Alas, I might do more and better— pray 

When at Wrington, which now began to bo the greater 
part of the year, accompanied by one of her sislsrs, usually 
Patty, she endeavored lo visit at least three parishes every 
Sabbath, riding from ten to thirly miles, often enduring 
thirteen hours, exposure to the weathei', and frequently 
passing the night at some of the villages, and all this for 
upwards of twenty years:— what heroic devotion, what 
inflexibility of purpose, what earnest love does it not 
13 
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veveal ! At an age too, when most women are willing to 
retire from arduous labor in their Master's service, and 
eagerly beg to be esoixsed even from the fo- less burden- 
some duty of Sabbatii-school instruction of our own time. 

Her voluntary withdrawal from circles, whose wit, learn- 
ing, and elegance must, present strong fasdnatlona to a 
mind gifted like hers, and where she had had every induce- 
inent to remain, evinces thb strength and sincerity of her 
I'eligious convictions ; while her blessed charities and abun- 
dant labors among the despised and forsaken, for whose 
souls no man careth, shows the tender benevolence and 
unselfish sympathies of an humble and believing heart. 

How beautiful among the cottages are the feet of her, 
who bricgeth glad tidings ! 

Christian disciple, regardest thou not too lightly the 
good that thou mightest do among the waste places 
and hedges of life. If thou art Christ's, thou must be 
Christ-like; as He yearns over poor lost souls, so must 
thou ; as He begat a work fo save them, so must thy love 
not be a powerless and ineSident love, but a working, 
saving, personal love ; as at the Well, the Pool, the Corn- 
field and the Garden, so like thy Divine Master, must thou 
work while the day lasts: as He went among the poor, 
the despised, and the lowly esteemed among men, so must 
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not tkon neglect them ; among such tliou shalt gain a 
ready heaving, and of shcIi is the kingdom of heaven. Oh, 
there are many watchings, toilsome labors, oppressions, 
heart-breakings, sinful murmurings, long, sorrowful days, 
yearnings for tie bread of life in these humble hotaes : 
visit thera : tell of the Balm in Gilead, tallt of a Saviour's 
love, narrate the story of the Cross: hearts, sinful and 
hard, will melt that one careth for their welfare. Thus 
shall the seed of Divine truth be sown in many a homo ; 
you may never know when or how it shall spring up; 
you may never know the traviul of soul necessary for its 
germination, but souls will be bom into the kingdom of 
Heaven ; light will arise in darkness ; believing hearts will 
be glimmering here and there with faith and love, where 
your feet have trod ; your Master will be honored, and at 
the great day spirits redeemed through yoiu' labors of love, 
shall make up the crown of your rejoicing. 
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Mtutu h IntrniE— 3Bt«iiip ftul 

Mr. Newton is smitten ; pier d a 1 11 with the 

arrows of affliction, he turns to H 1 M f the ten- 
der consolations of her christian ymi tt y h wife, the 
idol of his early days, the belo\ \ tnpan n t hia later 
years, is no more. To him it is a 1 t v and of 

joy : sorrow that she is not, joy f th balm n Gilead, so 
he writes : — how heautjfully is th tend n sa t arthly af- 
fection chastened and subdued by hea niy 1 ve, how 
royally does the weeping mourne t k f ge n Him, who 
chastens not willingly. 

" I could begin every letter," ran his, " with the words of 
David, ' Oh magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt hia 
name together.' Great has been his goodness I I am a won- 
der to many, and to myself. You perhaps know, inadam, 
from what you have read of mine, and possibly from what 
you have seen in me, that my attachment tomy dearest 
Vfaa great, yea excessive, yea idrlatrous I It was so when it 
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began, I think no wnter of n 
than I realized, It was so wlien 1 married. She was to 
me precisely (how can 1 write it !) in the place of God. 
. In all places and companies my thoughts were full of her. 
I did everything for her sake, and if she was absent (for I 
made three long voyages to. Africa afterwards), I could 
take pleasure in nothing. So narrow were my notions of 
happiness at this time, that I had no idea that I was capa- 
ble of anything greater or better than of being always with 
her. By degrees, He who has the only right to my 
heart, and who alone can fill it, was pleased to make mo 
sensible of his just claim ; and my idol was brought some 
steps lower down, yet still, I fear, there was somewhat of 
the golden calf in my love, from the moment that joined 
our hands, to the moment of separation. She was cer- 
tainly my chief temporal blessing, and the providential 
hinge upon which all the prindpal events of my life have 
turned. Before I was four years old, she was sent into the 
world to be my companioB, and to soften the rugged path 
of life. The difficulties in the way of our union were so 
many, so great, so apparently, insuperable that ray hope of 
obtaining her seemed little less chimerical than if I had 
expected the crown of Poland. Yet, at the proper time it 
took place. Fond as I was of her, I knew that incon- 
18* 
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stancy and mutability are primary attributes of the human 
heart depraved, if Jeft to ilaelf ; but, as tlie providence of 
God joined our hands, a secret blessing from bim cenieiitBd 
our bearta, we certainly understood Thomson when be 

' Enamored more aa more ramembrance swells 
With maoj a proof of recollected love.' 

Further, though I had deserved to forfeit her every day of 
my life, yet he spared her to me more than forty years ; 
and, lastly (which is the crowning mercy), when he recalled 
the loan, — for, strictly speaking, she was not mine, but his, 
— be made me willing to resign her. Tbrougb the long 
course of ber very trying illness, he supported me. 
Though my feelings were often painful, I believe a stranger 
wb h d m comp j b d f h p I 
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defiance of the laws of tyrant custom, I contiiiued to 
preach while she lay dead in the house. We deposited 
her in our own vault the 23d, and last Sunday evening I 
was enabled to preach her funeral-sermon, from Habak- 
k t n 18 
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In tliK beginning of October slie took to her 
bed, and was soon aftei', I suppose from some defect in the 
spine, deprived of ail locomotive power. She could neither 
move herself, nor ivithont the greatest difficulty, be moved ; 
•'omedme'i n t w much i% to ha^e injthing about her 
changed foi a fortnight together Suth, my dear midtm, 
vias the state of my idol , what a iphuLe — whit i k'i'-on 
was it to me, to see her lie for eight i>r nine wei.ks in 'o 
sad and pitiable a situation i But the case was mingled 
with many merciful alleviations Her patience wasnon- 
dfifnl, — her natural spnit as good m when ^he was m 
health Often when my ejes were full of tPirs she has 
constrained me to smile When she could not move her 
bod}, she was thankful thnt she could moie her h'lnds, 
thankful thit the Lord h»d luJ no mere upon her thin 
she could bear , and ii hen I once siid, ' \ ou ai e a greit 
sufferer,' she replied, ' I do sufici, but not greatly' So to 
know thit we are sinners, tnd s> to knon the Sationi, as 
to fee! both the necessity and the libeiti of appljing to 
him, constitutes thit knowledge which oliiefly desei-ves the 
name and this, I trust, ms hei ptnilege lonj; befote her 
last illness But the enemj of oui peace found adiantage 
from the weakness of her fi'ame, to distress her with doubts 
which did not so directly apply to ber owt state as to the 
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whole system of truth. She said, 'If there be a Saviour,' 
— ' If there bo a God.' In this interval, which lasted near 
a fortnight, there was some abatement of that serenity I 
spoke of, some signs of impatience, and she discovered a 
strong reluctance to the thought of dying. Then was my 
sharpest trial ; but the cloud gradually wore off, and for 
the last month she spoke of her departure with great com- 
posure, and seemed perfectly reconciled to it. Yet, she 
never recovered strength and freedom to speak much 
to me about herself. The Sunday before she died, I said, 
' If you cannot easily speak, and if your mind be at 
peace, I wish yon to signify it by holding up your hand.' 
She immediately held it up, and waved it for a little time. 
This from her, who knew the Gospel so well, comforted 
and satisfied me. It reminded me of the sinking scene in 
Shakspeare, of Cardinal Beaufort, which closes with, ' Ha 
dies — hut gives no sign.' Blessed be God, it was not het 

" In the coui'se of the day she asked for me, though I 
was seldom long or far from her ; but her head was so 
much affected by lying many weeks in ono position, that 
though perfectly sensible, she could hardly bear the sound 
of the gentlest voice, or the softest footstej-is upon the car- 
pet. I went to her ; she stroked my fece, squeezed my 
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hand, and said, ' My pretty dear !' an appellation ste fre- 
quently gave me. We both dropped a few tears. These 
were the last words I heard her speak, and I could say but 
litiie. Such was our last farewell. From that night till 
she obtained her release, she gave little sign of life but by 
breathing. 

" Now, ray dear madam, I have done. I shall trouble 
you with no moi'e in this strain. She is gone — and may I 
not add, I am going? For though my health was never 
better than at present, I am advancing in my 88th year. 
What is the world to me now ? All tie treasures of the 
Bank of England could not repair my loss, or even abate 
my sense of it. My chief earthly tie to this life is broken ; 
yet, I thanlt God, I am willing to live, while he has any 
service for me to do, or rather, while, he pleases, whether I 
can serve him or not, provided I am favored with sub- 
mission to his will. I have lost my right hand. He has 
made me willing to part with it, but I must expect to miss 
it often. However, I thank him, I am by no means un- 
comfortable, lam satisfied he does all things well; and 
though some months ago, had it been lawful, I would have 
redeemed her life and health by the sacrifice of a limb, 
and thought the purchase cheap ; yet, now his will is made 
known by the event, I trust I can from the heart say, 
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with Fenelon, ' I would nut tidce up a straw to have things 
otherwise than they are.' Time is shott, A new and in- 
conceivable scene wiil soon open upon us, and if tliej who 
now 'sow in tears shall reap in joy,' they may smile while 
they weep. 

" We seem to want some other word by which to denote 
our supreme regard for God, than that which expresses 
our affection to creatures. When we speak ot loving him, 
it must he in a different sense. Creature-lo^ e is a piasion , 
Divine lovo is a principle. It arises from an appiehension 
of his adorable perfections, especially as thej are d splayed 
in the great work of redemption, without whuh it is 
impossible for a sinner to love hiin. 

"There is a sensibility of feeling in creature-love, which 
is no proper standard of our love to God. This depending 
much upon condition and the state of the animal spirits, 
is different in different persons, and in the same persona 
at different times. It is variable as the weather, and indeed 
is often affected by the weather and a thousand local 
circuinstances, no more in our power than the clouds that 
fly over our heads. It is no uncommon tiling to judge 
more favorably of ourselves on this point on a bright 
summer's day, and while contemplating a beautiful pros- 
pect, than in th? gloojn of ^ipter, or the hurry of Ch^ay- 
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side. Tlie high affection of some people may be compared 
to a summer's brook after a hasty rain, which is full and 
noisy for a little time, hut soon becomes dry. But true 
divine love is like a river which always runs, though not 
always with equal depth and flow, and never ceases till it 
finds the ocean. The best evidences are — admiraljon of Ins 
way of saving sinners, — humble dependence on his care, — 
desire of communion with him in his instituted means of 
grace,— submission to the will of his providence, and 
obedience to the dictation of his precepts. To keep his 
commandments, and to keep them as His commandments 
from a sense of his authority and goodness, is the best, 
the most unsuspicious test of our love to Him." 

Who can read this letter, withont feehng the power and 
value of genuine piety ? It is among the u ost beautiful 
records of what God can do for the soul trusting in Him ; 
how his grace can subdue and control the strongest earthly 
passion, and grant consolation, yea joy, in the hours of 
deepest sorrow. 

A year after, Newton comes to Cowslip Green, 

"Pray, my dear sir," wrote Miss More in a note, which 

met him on the way, " try to divert your iiiind from the 

delights and el^nees of Testen, before you turn' your 

way towards my little thatched cottage, where a quiet 
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cell, a few books, a maple dish and a ' dinner of herbs' are 
all you can in reason expect — but then, I hope wa shall be 
able to fufnish the appropriate sauce of 'quietness there- 
with,' for which I trust you will be contented ta renounce 
tie stalled os of noisy London." 

He passed a week tliere in August ; a week of delight- 
ful christian intercourse, the memory of wliich, ever after- 
wards, cheered him on his solitary pilgrimage : how they 
rode to Shipham and visited the schools, how the thunder 
atorm frightened Miss Catlett, how Mr. Newton smoked 
his pipe, and Patty talked of Cowper, — ah yes, how pleas- 
ant is the memory of daily incidents in the visit of a 
friend. 

In passing King Weston's hill on his homeward journey, 
nothing in the wide and beautiful prospect delighted his 
eye like a glimpse of the Meudip Ridge, "yes, yes, and I 
was so foolish as almost to envy a hill, which, if it had 
eyes like me, might look at Cowslip Green from morning 
till night." 

Nor is the interest dimmed by the dirt of Cheapaide, or 
duties of Colman-street ; 

" in Helicon could 1 itiy pen dip 
I miglit attempt the praise of Mendip ; . 
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Were barda an Lunilred, I'd outstrip 'era 
If equal to the fame of Shipham; 
But harder atill the task, I ween, 
To gite its due to Cowslip Green," 

writes he in quaint and cuiious numbers. 

" Every Sunday morning my thoughts set out in quest 
of you and Miss Patty, and though I know not what road 
you have taken, I seldom miss finding you. There is a 
communion of spirit among the believing members of that 
body of which Christ ia the living head, which I believe is 
not impeded by local distance." 

"I a^ure you," replied Miss More, "your kind wishes, 
and your affectionate remembrance of the mountains of 
Mendip and of the little hermitage at the foot of it, are 
returned with great sincerity. Your pipe still maintains 
its stalJon in the black-currant bush, and that hand would 
be deemed very presumptuous and disrespectful which 
should presume to displace it. For my own part, the pipe 
of Tityrus, though in my youthful days I liked it passing 
well, would not now be deemed a more venerable relic; 
and even the little sick maid Lr/.zy, who gratefully remem- 
bers the spiritual comfort you administered to her, often 
cries out, ' Oh dear ! I hope nobody will break Mr. New- 
ton's pipe.' 
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" Patty and I remember jou as we are trotting over tlie 
hills. She desires her affectionate regards, as do aU the 
rest. You would enjoy the vale of Cowslips in this re- 
newed spring: we have everything of the golden age 
except the innocence ; the garden is full of roses as in June, 
and an apple-tree literally covered at the same moment 
with finit nearly ripe and fresb blossoms." 

Patty had long desired to enrich lier album from the 
pen of Cowper, whose poems were in high favor at Cow- 
slip Green. Newton, the poet's friend and former pastor 
at Olney, undertook to lay her request before him, who, to 
show his readiness in obliging an old fiiend and a fair lady, 
sent the following couplet, which held a conspicuous place 
on her pages. 

" In Viun to live from age to age 
We modern bards endeavor ; 
lo Pattj-'a book I wrote one page, 
Andt,i eln) p t forp er 

In ordei to mcieise i g"! e il interest i the schools 
ind reward the punctual attendance of the scholars the 
ladies bused themselves in prepinn^, a Feaat r what 
now a day we might call i ^a\ bath school Picnic the ti -at 
of the kind peihips ever heH he sjot selected on thia 
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occasion, was on one of tbu Mendip hills, eight miles from 
CowsEp Green, commanding a beautiful and varying pros- 
peet of tte BritJst channel and the. Welsh mountains, 
with quiet hamleta in the foregi'ound : a spot of land was 
fenced in, tents were pitched, and tables sp-ead ; childreu 
and teachers flocked to the spot at an early hour ; a large 
party in wagons started from Cowslip Green, while the 
strangeness of the event attracted innumerable lookers-on 
without the euclosure. Psalms were prettily sung, perhaps 
addresses were happily made, and nine hundred aat down 
to a dinner of beef, plum pudding, and dder : all the 
neighboring clergy were present, and grace was said at 
each table; the day was fine, and Miss Patty's fears 
speedily subsided before the good order and decorum 
which everywhere prevailed throughout this- immense 
gathering. A general chorus of "God save the King" 
closed the festivities of the day. Miss More ever inculcating 
loyalty among the duties of religion. 

The female clubs also had their anniversary diys, when 
the members heard a sermon at the parish church, and 
then, adjourning to one of the school-roums, prettily deco- 
rated for the occasion, with flowers and e^ ergreen", tea and 
cakes were sen-ed by Miss More and her sisters. These 
feasts, which continued to be held, from time to time, were 
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attondetl with the most beneficial results, in arousing the 
self-respect of the jioor, and creating a stronger sympathy 
m their behalf among those whose power it was to benefit, 

A train of carriages, extending no less than a mile, fre- 
quently left Cowslip Green on such occasions, nor did the 
highest dignitaries in church or state disdain the thatched 
flchool-hou f Ch d d Shiphaui. 

On one pi t mm 's day, a gentleman came that 
way. "How be tfl th !" he said to himselF, stopping 
at the gate to j th ural charms of Cowslip Green. 

Miss Mary Mote issued from the shrubbery, and with 
hospitable intent, invited the stranger to enter. 

Delighted with the situation and garden, he Inquiied to 
whom it belonged. 

" Miss Hannah More," was the reply of the eldest. 

His surprise seemed only equal to bis pleasure. An in- 
troduction followed, and Mr. Turner, for it. was he, was 
willingly led to the house, where Hannah herself received 
her former lover with the utmost cordiality and kindness. 

Their long-suspended intercourse was renewed, and re- 
mained unbroken until his death. He became a not un- 
frequent guest at the Cottage, and «-as the delighted speo 
tator of the last picnic given by the ladies on the Mendip 
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"Every cloud has a silver lining;" what may have 
been a source of disappointment and mortification to Miss 
More in her earlier days, led to a life of usefulness, at 
once so conspicuous and exalted, that her praise dwells 
upon every lip, and her example quickens and encourages 
every heart. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
HliU (fjiif aiiii lji« 96tiiiittit. 

The angry clouds of revolution which swept over France 
during the last part of the last century, began to gather 
aronnd and darken the English horizon. The fond hopes 
which had been awakened by the assembling of the States- 
general, and which bad given an unwonted glow to all 
those who desired her freedum from the political and social 
evils which encumbered her, bad long since been dissi- 
pated: in place of reform tbcre was revolution; confu- 
sion and anarchy followed with swift and sudden step ; 
opinions and principles hostile to order, government, and 
religion, were propagated under the guise of philosophy 
and fraternity, seducing the unwary by a promised good, 
which could never be fulfilled. The dute of Franca bad 
overturned and overturned, until the throne, the State, the 
church, all civil, social, and moral law had bi'f'n trampled 
down, and the bleeding and stricken people were loft to 
the reckless fury of leaders who knew not God, neither re- 
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garded man. Wild as ivns tills spirit of refoi'm, it swept 
over tlie English channel, diiving from city tt. city, gather- 
ing up the loose and discordant elements of the English 
masses, threatening the peace of society, and the stability 
of the state, 

Aa the agitation and discontent were beneath the snr- 
fsce, grumbling and muttering in the work-shops, the ale- 
Jiouses, and the club-meetings, much of it was beyond the 
reach of statesmen, and below the cognizance of law : 
yet it needed to be met, met decidedly, yet naturally ; met 
on its own grounds, with its own weapons,— English sense 
against French fraternity ; tract and pamphlet against tract 
and pamphlet. Dr. Paley was enlisted in the senice- 
He wrote " Reasons for Contentment," and a Prebend of St. 
Paul's was his reward. The book aimed above the mark : 
it relieved the anxiety of a higher class, but it did not 
quell the tumultuous hopes, or answer the dangerous 
sophistry of the discontented or seditious. Something 
more direct, more practical, more lively, was wanted • some- 
body with quick wit and sound sense, withal, who knew 
the men he had to deal witl. At last, Will Chip showed 
himself to the English public. Will Chip, with no more, 
as it were, than a sling and a few smooth stones, ventured 
forth to meet the great Goliath of the times. Will Chip 
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makes no boasts : he simply asks to be heard and read, — 
be lias written " Village Politics," a tract, very bi-ief, and 
as everybody began to say, on reading it, very pertinent 
and very pithy. Bookseller Rivington issued it, and hia 
shop is thronged, for wonderful is the deinand for " Village 
PolitJcs." Bishops christen it, lords bless it, landholder 
rejoice over it, everybody for law and order are thankful 
for it; it multiplies abundantly: one hundred thousand 
copies are circulated through lanes and eouils, entering the 
shops, knocking at the doors, looking out the windows ;— 
it speedily makes the circuit of the kingdom ;— it goes by 
hosts into Scotland and Ireland ; — it leaps into France, and 
passes into Italy,— it ia hawked and peddled ; in hall and 
cottage, " Village Polities" is known and read. Will Chip 
has proved himself a master-workman; they say he ia 
thankful and contented, loyal and christian, with a plenty 
to do, and a heart to do it. " What is a French Demo- 
crat," cries Will Chip, Jack Anvil the blacksmith being 
his mouthpiece, " but one who likes to bo governed by a 
thousand tyrants, yet can't bear a king? — and what is 
French equality, but every man trying to pull down every 
one that is above him, while instead of raising those below 
him to his own level, he only makes use of them as steps 
to raise himself to the place of those he hai tumbled 
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down J— and Frencli pLilosopliy, but to believe there is 
neither God or deTil, Leaven or heil ? — and French benevo- 
lence, but contempt of religion, aversion to justice, over- 
turning of law, doubting all mankind in general, and hat- 
ing everybody in particular? — and as for equalization, 
fraternization, in viol ability, it is nonaenae, gibberish, down- 
right hocus-pocus !" 

Will Chip was certainly one of the most influential char- 
Betel's in all England, — he was a man for the time, and 
people say that his tact and intelligence did more than 
anything else to open the eyes of the masses to the follies 
of French politics, and set Englishmen considering that, 
"Thongh tboy had a king, he was so kept in, he could 
not hurt the people if he would ; that they had as much 
liberty as could make them happy, more trade and riches 
than allowed them to be good ; the best laws in the 
world, if they were more strictiy enforced, and the best re- 
ligion in the world, if it were but better followed." 

Englishmen began to come to their senses, and see all 
Will Chip said was ti-ue. But who was this remarkable 
gentleman, — so shrewd, so pointed, so seasonable, so con- 
versant with Village Politics and French policy ! Where 
did Will Chip live ? The Bishop of London knew, for ho 
writes to Mrs. Chip ; — 



Healed byGoogIc 



' I have this moment received your husband's Dialogue, 
and it is supremely excellent. I look upon Mr. Chip to 
be one of the finest writers of tbe sge ; this work alone 
will immortalizi? him ; and, what is better still, I trust it 
will help to immortalize the constitution. If the sale is as 
rapid as the hook is good, Mr. Chip will got an immense 
income, and completely desti'oy all equality at once. How 
Jack Anvil and Tom Hod will hear this I know not, but 
I shall rejoiie at Mr Chip's Ble\ation, and should bo 
extremely giod at this moment to shike hira by the hand, 
and ask him to t-iia a fjmily dinnpi with me Hp is 
really a veiy fine fellow I h^ve kept yoni ecret most 
religiously. 

"Your very sincere and faithful 

"B. LOBDON." 

But secrets, like murder, will out Mrs. Boscawen has 
got at it 

"Oh, oh, say you so!" she writes to Ilannah More. 
" It must have been imttinct then that has made me send 
for a quarter of a hundred more of ' Will Chip,' and still 
for more and more ; the last bale came in yestei-day, and 
I see they will not last the week out ; I had better have 
bad a hundred at once. Last week I sent a packet to 
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Badniiiitoii, iind my ducliesa atiswers my thus : ' We 
have ail I'ead, and delight in jour Village Politics.' A 
gentleman here says he thall send for a gross of them to 
distribute about in his neighborhood. I have not had a 
gross, to be sure, like this Gloiicestei'shire gentleman, but I 
have had them past counting, little thin Iting— why, yes, I 
did think, too, of somebody, though not just the true 
body ; for you must know the first word I ever heard of 
poor Tom Hod, ov the sprightly consolations of his face- 
tiouii neighbor Jack Anvil, was one night at Lady Cre- 
mome's, where the Bishop of London pulled them out 
of his pocket, and read the delectable dialogue to us, in 
tones so suitable that he was interrupted continually witt 
oui' bursts of laughter (ask Mrs. Kennicott else, for she 
was of the audience), and wBcn he came to 'my lady,' 
and sent her ' to coid watei', and hot water, and salt 
water, and fresh water,' he could not get on at all, we 
laughed so immoderately. I suspected his lordship was 
the author. ' Well,' as Tom says, I went home, and sure 
enough I wrote upon a bit of paper that minute, ' a 
quarter of a hundred of Will Chip, or Village Politics, to 
be had at Rivington's,' — and this I gave to citizen Brown, 
and bid him carry it early next morning to a certain 
walking bookseller of mine, who procures me all the learn- 
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ing I deal in ; and this was accordingly done, but did not 
hold me (as I said) tliree days — I have had many recruits 
since, and must have mora. Last night a gentleman gave 
mo 'Reasons for Contentment,' by Archdeacon Paley, ad- 
dressed to the laboring part of the British pubhc. I cast 
my eyes over it, and though I honor Archdeacon Paley, 
yet I assured the giver that I would send him the produc- 
tion of one, the minute I got home, who understood tha 
language much better: aud accordingly I despatched a 
little packet of Will Chip before I sat down at home. You 
will believe that I have not forgotten to supply Richmond. 
Our minister and our apothecary am supplied ; and the 
first went to the house of Cambridge and tliere excited 
eavy, Mr. Cambridge declaring he wished ho had written 
it. Mr. Eivington still dispenses them by tiiousands (I 
hope some go fo France), and though he eannot get 
anything by them, nor the pleasant author, yet both will 
allow that this is success." 

It was a new department fur Hannah Move ; so useful, 
so influential, so successful had she proved herself to be on 
the side of government and order as a village politician, 
that her excellent friend, the Bishop of London, besou'>-ht 
her to come out on tho side of religion aud the Bible in a 
"Village Christianity." 
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The pen of Miss More was not idle. If French politics 
Lad alanned and nerved lier to action, the unblushing 
confessions of French infidelity shocked her moral sense, 
and filled her with the most serious apprehensions. 

" What," exclaimed citizen Dupont, in an impa^ioned 
speech before the national convention in December 1792, 
" Thrones are overturned ! Sceptres broken ! Kings expire ! 
and yet the altars of God remain I 

"A single breatli of enlightened reason will now be 
snfEdent to make them disappear: and if humanity is 
under obligation to the French nation for the first of these 
benefits, the fall of Kings, can it be doubted that the 
French people, now sovereign, will be wise enough, in 
like manner, to overthrow those altars and those idols to 
which those Kings have hitherto made them subject? 
Watwe and Reason, these ought to be the gods of man ! 
These are my gods! Admire nature, cultivate reason! 
For myself, I honestly avow the conviction — I am an 
atheist !" 

" Dupont's and Manuel's athfeistical speeches," wi'ites she 
in April to Horace Walpole, now Earl of Oxford, " have 
stuck in my throat all the winter ; and I have been waiting 
for our Bishops and clergy to take soma notice of them, 
but blasphemy and atheism have been allowed to become 
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familiar to the minds of our coiiinion people, wltbout any 
attempt being made to counteract tlie poison." 

The attempt was however made by Miaa More — "I 
know how paltry is tlie little I can do," she says, " but my 
conscience tells me that that little ouglit to be done." 

Ah ! if every Christian were to act thus ! How many 
sit idly down to indulge in imaginary schemes of extended 
good, while smaller opportunities within their reach are 
neglected and despised! how many excuse their sloth by 
pleading the aniallness of their ability, or the inferiority 
of their trust! Oh ! ^do the little you can, for that little 
ought to be done." God works through atoms; the 
mightiest ministrations of nature are cariied on by the 
simplest and humblest agencies, each doing iJs part in the 
univereal plan. There is a wonderrul power in doing ; it 
enlarges your ability to do more; it brightens the eye 
and braces the mind, and gives to life a double zest, and 
an unknown joy. 

Miss More's "Eemarka on the Speech of M. Dupont," 
made in the National Convention on Religion and Public 
Education, made its appearance in the spring, together 
with an address to the Ladies of Great Britain in behalf 
of the French emigrant clergy ; gi-eat numbers of those 
exiles were found in England, in extremely destitute cir- 
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cumstances, many lacking the comforts *iid even tha 
necessiiries of life. To those in Bath, ths sisters freely 
extended the hospitalities of their house, and a thousand 
pounds were raised through Hannah's influence hy the sale 
of her Remarks, and subsctiptions raised by her appeal. 

" Your work ia so much above praise," writes Mrs. 
Montagu to her, "your mind so superior to vanity and a 
desire of &me, that I shall not repeat to you a word of 
the universal admiration it has excited, and the great 
approbation of the sentiments which prompted you to 
write it. I will barely assure you of what alone interests 
you, that this work will afford great assistance to the poor 
refugees, and will be of infinite service to the souls of 



Thus in doing the little she could, because that little 
ought to be done, a stream of blessing gushes up where 
her st«ps have been. 

The bleakness of this prospect, is relieved by a playful 
extract from a letter by the Bishop of London to the lady 
of Cowshp Green :— 

"As you certainly beLr^ to my diotew tiii «e on 
many accounts fiirlj cntitlLil to the Uncfit ot ileigy (lor 
you cju njt ^nly icail but ^Iso wnte, and e^rn pRach, to 
the great world more eloquently than most clergy-women), 
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I cannot do very much amiss, I tliink, in sending you the 
enclosed charge. There are two things at least, you will 
learn from it, — to sing psalms more melodiously in your 
pariah-church, and to reside more consfantly in your proper 
diocesB, from which (as I know by experience) you are but 
too apt to wander, and to be led astray into the flowery 
paths of Cowslip, and suchlike seducing and dangerous 
places, where you forget, amid the dissipations of solitude, 
your duty towards your neighbor, and never think of be- 
stowing one single solitary line on Mr. Walpole, or on me, 
I Lave lately received a letter from him, in which he com- 
plains most bitterly of your pertinacious silence. Pray let 
us hear soon how your cowslips, and daisies, and acaciaa 
go on, and how many tons of hay you have this year, for 
I take it for granted you are a great farmer. 

" Your friend, Lord Oxford, and myself are, I believe, 
the only persons in the kingdom worthy of the hot 
weather, — the only true, genuine summer we have had for 
the last thirty years ; we both i^eed that it was perfectly 
celestial, and that it was quite scandalous to huff it away 
as some people did. A few days before it arrived, all the 
world was complaining of the dreadfully cold north-east 
wind; and in three days after the warmer weather came 
i quarrelling with the heat, and sinking 
16* 
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n d th J f tL 1 th t t t d 

CO te tpi th J, call 1 h m t At 1 es 

w nj J d wti g ttud d d 1 ht th t Ij Itl a 
bthrtldm ■V^Id Blj H 

northern room all the day, and in the evening the meadows 
were our drawing-room : there our little lawn was as green 
as an emerald, and kept eonstintlv cool with fiesh breezi^a 
from the Thames while e^ ay other field and gird^n m 
the kmgdom wis huinpd up, and biought actuiljj to the 
color of a gravel walk Our little cottage was indeed 
qmte dehoiou'!, and this summei aljne hTi ini|l\ rppiid 
me for all my trouble and expcnsp " 

Great as was the care and laboi ot supi imt ndiiig the 
Cheddar schools, Miss More stdl projected wvf phns for 
the improvement and elevation of the laboring olisies 
There was at that period a great lack of reading, sufficiently 
cheap, lively, and instructive, fo be within the range of 
their means or tastes. Hannah More asked, " How can 
this deficiency in the smallest degree be made up ?" In 
the unsettled, discontented, and inquiring state of the 
English masses, how necessary to furnish them with the 
right sort of reading ; if Will Chip had done such essen- 
tial service by his sensible and judicious endeavors in Vil- 
lage Politics, might not Will Chip be found to labor with 
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the same efficiency for temperance, for economy, for re- 
ligion, for social stability, and moral improvement 1 

Miss More thought they coiild be found : at least the at- 
tempt was fairly worth making ; thence sprung the plan 
of " The Cheap Eepository," a publication to fumlah a 
story, a ballatl, and a tract for SuniJay, every month, and 
to be in part sustained by subscription, in order to bring it 
witbin tlie means of the humblest cottager. The plan 
met with the warmest reception from Hannah's friends. 

" Thank you a thousand times for j'our most ingenious 
plan," exclaimed the Earl of Oxford. " May great success re- 
ward you 1 Hovp calm and comfortable must your slumbers 
be on the pillow of every day's good deeds !" The Bishop 
of London armed his extensive influence in its behalf, and 
when issued, liia library table was always covered with this 
penny literature, in order to make it the subject of conver- 
sation with all new-comers. Patty and Sarah, with other 
friends, promised their assistance, and the work was hap- 
pily commenced. Two committees ivere formed in Lon- 
don to promote its regular circulation, and two millions 
were sold the first year. 

In the winter of the year 1794, which had been almost 
unremittingly occupied in work among her schools, witb 
8 ofaetive usefulness, she jour- 
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neyed to London, and paid a few visits among the halls 
and haunts of wealth and loisuie. 

" Last Saturday I dined with Mi's. Montagu. It was id- 
most two years since I had found myself in stich grande 
mtmde; so I told thorn if I should be caught doing any- 
thing vulgar, they must give me a jog. We were fourteen 
at dinner, and many more were added after, most of them 
my old and mtimate fhenda, who seemed to receiie me 
with great kindnesi I told them to make mnth of mo, 
for their opportunities of seeing such i riiity would he 
few MiB Monti^u IS well, biight, and in lull song, and 
had Bpreid fer and wide the fame of Oowslip Gieen, and 
the <{iy bhe passed there In the midst of iW the splendor 
of lights, and grandeur, ind luxun, woid wis brouiht in 

of the deith of poor LaJj E It was a tiemendous 

warning she ms an imiahle, g'neioui and duritable 
woman, but was immeiised in luxury ind sj lendor 

"I nent to Mrs Boacavien, with whcm I slnll make a 
point to pass all the time I can ^parc \\t hi\e hid 
many Loui'a' quiet discussion She is bittei, but I (eir 
breaking up 

"Three, o'clock, — Called down to Mr, Henry Thornton, 
just arrived from Clapham, where he, Mr. Wilberforce, and 
Mr, Elliott have been quietly enjoying themselves several 
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days. We have had two or three hours' prate, but our 
spirits were not exhausted : he is not in very stout nealth. 
Yesterday I went to hear Mr. Cecil, — Naaman the Syrian 
— \ery excellent" 

Brief records of heisell, perm 1 at this time, le^eil the 
jealousy with wtidi she witched hpr stnyin^r iffections, 
lest the beautiful and ittrictue iccomphshmcnta ot Lon 
doE lite might seduce hor from that watchfulness, steid 
iastaess, and selt disciphne, without whioh it is difficult, 
nay, iinpoasible, to maintain the spirit and the essential 
traits of chiistiin ehaiaoter 

Maieh — ' Dined with tiien L it Mrs — — A\ hit do=t 
thou here, Elijah 3 Felt too much pleased at the pleasure 
expressed by so many accomplished friends, on seeing me 
again. Keep me from contagion." 

Sunday. — "I see the nood of doing the duty of every 
day in its day. When I look back on tho past week, I 
see cause of moutniug over my vanity and fally. Sloth 
and self are getting strong dominion, and much time 
wasted, which I had devoted to improvement. Let these 
continual discoveries make me humble." 

May. — ^" Came to Fulham to my dear bishop — much 
kindness — literary and elegant society; but the habits of 
polished life, even of virtuous and pious people, are too re- 
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iaxing. Much serious reading, but not ;i serioas spirit; 
good health, with increased relaxation of mind; thus are 
the Uessings of God turned against himself" 

Some of Miss More's most capital efforts were in the 
pages of the Cheap Repository. The Shepherd of Salis- 
bury Plain, originally one of the Sunday Tracts of this 
publication, alone will immortalize her, whose Mr. Johnson 
is the dear and early friend of the sisters, Sir James Stone- 
house-; and the Shepherd's humble cottage on Cherril 
Down, is sljll pointed to the traveller in quest of curious 
relics. 

Her ballad' obtained gi'ea,t favor and influuni'e through- 
out the kingdom. In consequence of the iwlitical distrac- 
tions of the Continent, and the war which England was 
called upon to wage, together with the extreme severity of 
the weather, in 1T95, which cut off the crops, there was 
great suffering among the lower classes of the English 
people ; cold, scarcity, and discontent everywhere pre- 
vailed to an unubual and alarming degree. The Cheap 
Repository, with wonderful sagacity, furnished plans and 
precepts for enabling the people to bear the ills which 
pressed so heavily upon them, and inculcated veligiuiis 
truths in so simple and direct a manner, that the fiiith of 
multitudes, alarmed by the plausible and shallow argu- 
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mente of infidelity, became confirmed and strengthened in 
the good old ways of their fathers. 

Numerous and illustrious was the race of Chips. Mca. 
Jones' cheap dishes in " Hestev "Wilmot,^ were in repute 
even at the tables of the rich ; "Black Giles the Poacher" 
frightened evervbody trying to live by their wits, rather 
than their work ; no tempei'ance agent ever effected more 
good than " Sorrowful Sam," while the " Kiot" ballad sea- 
sonably sung among a gang of miners on the e^'e of a 
lising, opened their eyea to the truth of Jack Anvil's 
eloquent appeal, 

" What a whimsey to think thiiii our bellies to fill, 
For we stop all the giinding by brealiing tlie mill 1 
"What a whimaey (o think we shall get [iiora to eat 
By abi^ng the butchers who get us tlie meat I 
Wliat a whimsey to think we shall mend our eparo diet. 
By breeding disturbance, by miiriler and riot," 

saved the mill^-, spared the butchsii, and re'-tored quiet 
to a most seditious neighboihood 

Bishop Butlei 3 Analogy tor halfpenny, is surelj woithj 
of a record, the doubta, perplexities and sinful grumblings, 
of many a one careful and tiouhled about many things, 
aie happily ■iiid i. n^lblJ lebuked m this mott e\<,cllent 
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epitome of one of the grand truths of God's providential 
government; indeed, no one can read "Turn the Carpet," 
without having his faith confirmed, and, whother ]ie confess 
it or not, heeoming more ashamed of envious comparisons 
and ungrateful murmurs than he ever was before. 



TURN THE CARPET, 

OB, THE TWO WEAVERS 



Beguiling timo with friendly chat; 
They touoli'd upon the price of meat, 
So high, a weaver scarce could eat. 

" What with my brats and sickly wife," 
Quoth Dick, "I'm almost tir'd of life: 
So hard my wort, ao poor my fare, 
Tis more than morfal man can bear. 

How glorious is the rich man's stale I 
His honse so £ne 1 his wealth so great I 
Heav'n is unjust, yua must agree, 
Why all to him! why none to met 

In spile of what the Scripture teaches, 
In spite of all the parson preaches. 
This world (indeed I've thought so loug) 
la rul'd. metliiult9, extremely wrong. 
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Where'er I look, howe'er I range, 
'Tib all . confua'd, and Laid, and strai^e. 
The good are troubled and oppresa'd, 
And all the wicked are the bless'd." 

Quotli Jolin ; " Our ign'rance is the cause 
Why (Jma "we blame our Maker's laws; 
Parts of his mays alone we know, 
Tis all that man can see below. 

See'at thou that carpet, not half done. 
Which Uiou, dear Dick, hast well begun) 
Behold the wild confusion theie. 
So rude Uie mass it makes one Etaie 1 

A stranger, ign'ract of the trade, 
Would say, no meaning's there oonvej'd ; 
For Where's the middle, where's the border) 
Thy carpet now is all disorder." 

Quoth Dick, "My work is yet in bite. 
But sUU in ev'ry part it fitg ; 
Besides, you reason lite a lout, 
Why, man, tliat carpsfs hisids out" 

Says John, " Thou say'et the tiling I mean, 
Aud now I hope to cure thy spleen; 
This world, which clouds thy soul iviili doubt, 
A but a carpel inside o«l. 
16 
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Aa wlien we vieis tlieae ihied. ani euda 
"We kniiv not what the whole intends 
So when on earth things 1 (k hut idi 
Thtj re wniking gtill 3ime scheme ot God. 

No plan ni pittctn on we tiace 
All wnnts piupoition tiuth and grace 
The motlej miitnre wc dtiide 
^ol "ee the beiufeout uppei side 

But when we leai-h tl at world of light 
And view tlinse wrrls of God aright 
llien Ehall we Bee the whole design 
And own the woiknian 19 dmne 

Wliat now teem random strokes mil theia 
All ordei aiil de'iign ippeai 
Then aliall we prai e whit heie we sjumd 
Fii then the ci^pel shi^l fe turtd. 

Thou it light, qtoth D ct, no tnoie III grumble 
That this ead worlds so atrange a jumbk 
Mj impious doubts ai e put to ft ght 
Foe mj own carpet etf mi. light 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

Crinls nuii (DppQsitiDU. 

Ih the leafy month of June, ^\iHwikrc9 iiiad'' a bndi! 
journey to Cowslip (.ireen, MisS More willingly iVandoned 
tlie splendors of Ijandcn whither she annually went to 
visit a few of the old aiil nell beloMid, to welcame the 
newly mari'ied. " Bj this cunnng, she says, he prepaid 
a sort of vow, made many yenra wnco, — jou will tlimk 
it not amiss to in;ike his agroi-ablo n te set out with such 
an act of humility.' 

On the foUomng Sunday hi compaiw «ith thi" sisters, 
he, visited the schools of Shiphain, V"£bnJge ind Ohpddii, 
the last of which particularly d lyhted h m Obeddar 
then waa not the Cheddar of his tirst iioit, eight years be 
fore, when the sight ot its ignorant and wretched poor 
robbed him of the pleasure, which the beauties ot the sui 
rounding scenery myht have otheiwjae afforded him The 
Sabbath-school had been tliere, preachmg its go«pei of 
love, and waste homes and desolate hearts had begun to 
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bud and blossom like the rose. Wilberforce rejoiced and 
thanked God for the blessed sight. 

This year, 179'}, had been marked by his marriage and 
the printing of hia " Practical Christianity," for its publication 
had long been before the world, by his life, a living epistle, 
known and read by all men. Practical Ciiristianity was 
then at a very low ebb; there was little or no demand for 
religious reading, and many of his friends tried to dissuade 
him from issuing a work of this kind. 

" If you put your name to it, you may possibly sell five 
hu d d pes" a'd hia bo ksell Ik' ia 'f h 
tt u ht th t ext em ly d btf J B t tl h ii w t 
f th tm d Ij f It, was y t Ittl d to d 
]g bkfSst alptwB dd dhn 
t pp d th pplj m t a 1 m n] t 1 t n th 
n aten If afwljtwa ttpt 

I am t nly th nkful t P d j th 11 t 

Bishop Porteus, " that a work of this nature has made its 
appearance at this tremendous moment, I pray God it 
may have a powerful and extensive influence upon the 
hearts of men, and in the first place upon my own, which 
is already humbled, and will, T trust, in time he sufEeiently 
humbled by it." " Such a book at such a time, and by 
sueh a man !" exclaims Newton ; " I accept it as a token of 
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good, yea, as the brightest toten I can discern in this dark 
agd perilouis day i" 

Fifteen editions issued from the English press ; twonty- 
five were sold in this country, and it holds a high place 
among the instrumentalities that gave a quickened impulse 
to that warm and more earnest piety, which has dis- 
tinguished the last half-century. 

While "WiJbertirce vis ts ConsJip Gieen m person to 
take sweet counsel with Hinn ih More, ind to join the sis- 
ters in their wilks of usefulness, Ne«ton remam^ hy the 
sheep of bis pasture, enjoying their society and sympathy, 
as fancy sketchts them in the ijURt of h s study, or along 
the dust and din of Cheapside. "I am gone to the Vale 
of Mendip," writes be, " to Cowslip Green, to the Koot 
House, where perhaps the ladies are just now assembled to 
breakfast. Oh ! could I actually see tliem, with wliat glee 
should 1 say, ' Gkwd morning, ladies ■' 

" Well, I must be content with ideal visits for the present, 
but not always ; a day is approaching when we hope to 
have a joyful meeting indeed. I trust that Cowslip Green 
is holy ground, and all the inhabitants consecrated persons ; 
sprinkled, like the priests of old, with the atoning blood, 
anointed with the holy unetion, and devoted with united 
hearts, hands, and tongues, to do the will and to proclium 
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the praiso of our God and Saviour. It is no wonder that 

T BO long to he with them. 

" Indeed, I am with you in spirit, and I thiulc this is 

more than a sally of the imagination ; 
■ saints, which we profess to helieve, like the c 

the members of the body, is derived from a communication 
of life and spirits from the same common Head, by which 
they have reciprocal fellowship and fellow-feeling among 
tliemselves : and though believers, the salt of the earth, 
are scattered up and down, far and wide, to preserve 
the whole mass from putrefaction, they are <me in Him, 
The supreme object of their love is as yet unseen. For His 
Bake they love all who love Him, though it is but few of 
them comparatively that they can expect to see, until He 
shall collect them together in the great day of His appear- 
ance. The virtue of the heavenly magnet, which draws 
tbem all to himself, connects them at tiie same time with 
each other. Their aims, their hopes, and their spiritual 
sustenance are the same. Local distance neither discour- 
ages their mutual prayers, nor prevents their efficacy. 

"The shadows of evening are advancing upon me. If 
ever I see Mendip again, it must be by a hird's-^ye view 
from the higher hill of ZJon above. But I trust I 
Bhall, at intervals, recollect with pleasure, the happy 
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week I passed at Cowslip Green, while I can remember 
anything." 

The ISTew Year's day of 1T98 was solemnized by Han- 
nah More, by a renewed and more entire dedication of her- 
self to the service of her Heavenly Master, " Let me now 



give myself away 



/ith a more entire surrender than I have 



ever yet made," she records. 

" 1st I resolve, by the grace of God, to be more watchful 

" 2d. Not to speak rashly or hai'slily. 
"8d. To watch o^er my thoughts, — not to indulge in 
vain, idle, resentful, impatient, worldly imaginations. 
"4th, To strive after closer cnmmunion iiith God. 
" 5th. To let no hour pass without lifting up my heart 
to him, through Chiist. 

" Cth, Not to let a day pass without some thought of 
death. 

" Vth, To ask myself every nigbt, when I lie down, am 
r fit to die ? 

" 8th. To labor to do and to suffer the whole will of 
God. 

" 9th. To cure my over-anxiety, by casting myself on 
God, in Christ. 

" I I'esolve to pray at least twice a w 
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the country m this time of danger, independently of the 
petitions offered up in my otter prayers. 

"Lord, grant that my religious advanbiges may never 
appear against me. Many temptations this week to vanity. 
Flattery without end. God be praised, I was not flattered : 
twenty-four hours' headache makes me see the vanity of 
all this! Ami tempted to vanity? Let me recall to mind 
the shining friends I have lost this year,— -eminent each in 
his different way, yet he that is least in the kingdom of 
lieaven is gi-eater than either." 

Among these shining friends was Horace Walpole, 
■whose twenty yeai's of unclouded kindness and pleasant 
correspondence. Miss More could not give up without a 

■igh. 

As the host evidence of the earnestness of her piety, 
we find her this year extending her labors, and establish- 
ing 3 new school at Wedmore, the largest parish iu the 
county, and deplorably ignorant. In the undertaking, she 
met with unnumbered trials : the liirmem were very augiy 
with her interference, as they called if, and weie more ho^ 
tde than any which the sisters had heloie encountered , m 
superintending hei woikmen in a damp anl unfinished 
building, to bp used as a school house, she took a iiolent 
cold, which threw her upon a sick bed tor several weeks 
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Though harassed and opposed, she went hi'avely on : it 
was enough for her to know tliat the work Was to be done, 
and that ia Proyidence she seemed to have been the ap- 
pointed workman. 

Having partially recovered, Wilberforce caine down from 
Bath, and careied her thither, to take the benefit of tlie 
waters, and to relieve her for a siiort time from the burden 
of her manifold labors. 

"I feel it rather base to steal off and leave poor Patty to 
work double tides," she wrof« to Mrs. Kennicott. " We 
Lave in hand a new and very laboiious undertaking; but 
the object appeared to me so important that I did not 
feel myself at liberty to neglect it. 

" The opposition I have met with, in endeavoring to 
eatablish an institution for the I'eligions jnstmetion of these 
l^ople would excite your astonishment; in spite of it, 
however, which fat exceeds anything which I have met 
with, I am building a house and taking up things on such 
a large scale, that you must not be surpiised if I get into 
debt Providence, I trust, will carry me through the un- 
dertaking ; for, notwithstanding the active malevolence we 
experience, I have brought already three or four hundred 
under a course of instrucUon. The worst part of the story 
is, that thirty miles there and back is a little too much 
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these short days ; and when we get there our house has 
neither windows nor doors : but if we live till next summer, 
things will mend, and in so precai'ious a world as this is, a 
winter was not to be lost," 

Let those, who now grumble over the unthankful task 
of Sabhatb-achool teaciiing, and willingly abandon it on 
the merest jiretence or without any excuse at all, look at 
the arduous and unremitted labors of this heroic woman ; 
here the work in l^d out and you are solicited to engage 
in it, with all Ihe various help and advantages which 
Sabbath-school societies, papers, books, place within youi' 
reach, and the abundant encouragement, which fifty years' 
experience of their benefits can place before you. 

How should her example make us blush fur our lanj^uor 
and sloth in our Master's service. 

Besides these active duties in well-doing, her pen had 
been busily employed in preparing " Strictures on Female 
Education," a work which appeared before the public in 
the beginning of the following year, and which abiunda 
in sound and discriminating; vieivs. 

It is again curious to observe how applicable to our 
own age are the admonitions and advice of fifty years ago. 
The tendencies then, as now, were towards amusement 
rather than sobriety, fashionable accomplishments instead 
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of valiiabla knowledge and practical iDdustrj, filial indepen- 
deDce in place of filial obedience. 

The practical evils, which lie in the path of christian 
education from low and imperfect notions of what should 
be its chief aim, together with a false estlinato of worldly 
advantages, are portrayed with great rigor and truth. 

Her pertiaent question to the women of her own time, 
may he aaked with no less significance to ours, " Does it 
seem to be the true end of education to make women, 
dancers, singers, players, painters, actresses, sculptors, gil- 
ders, varnishers, engravers, and embi'oiderers ? 

" Jfosi men aie commonly destined to some profession, 
and iheir minds are consequently turned each to its re- 
spective object. "Would it not be strange if they were 
called out to exercise their profession or set up their trade, 
with only a little general knowledge of the trades and 
professions of all other men, and without any previous 
definite application to their own peculiar calling? The 
profession of ladies to which the bent of their instruction 
should be turned, is that of daughters, wives, mothers and 
mistresses of families. They should be, therefore, trained 
with a view to these several conditJoiKi, and be furnished 
with a stock of ideas and principles, and qualifications and 
habits, ready to be applied and appropriated, as occasion 
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may demand, to each of these respective situa'ions. For 
though the arts wliich merely embellish must claim ad- 
miration, yet when a man of sense comes to marry, it is a 
companion whom he wants, and not an artist. It is not 
merely a creature who can paint, and play, and sing, and 
draw, and dress, and dance ; it is a being who can comfort 
and counsel him ; one who can reason and reflect, and feel 
and judge, and discourse and distiimmitc, one who can 
assist him in his affairs, lighten his cwl=, itiengthen his 
principles, and educate his childt'^n 

"Almost any ornamental acpuement ii a good thing, 
when it is not the best tiling i woman has , and talents 
are admirable, when not made to st^nd proxy tor virtues." 

May not muoh of the want of sutcess, the failures, the 
bankruptcy, the discouragements, tlio complaints of men 
in business, be traced to a wiong domestic education! 
Are not " The Times," out of joint as tbey m'ly be, saddled 
with more than justly belongs to them ! Have not ex- 
travagant habits somewhat to bear ! Are women sufficient- 
ly trained for a thorough understanding of their house- 
hold duties J Do not fashionable accomplishments usurp 
the place of domestic virtues? Turn which way we can, 
gild and ornament, and reason and sentimentalize as we 
may, life is life as it ever has been, full of practical evils, 
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unwroTigbt materials, and sore trials, which i-equire an 
earnest purpose, a patient, courageous heart, and skilful 
hands to meet tbem, to subdue them and to convert them 
into ptesent benefit or future good. 

Miss More's happy criticism upon the word " pleaaaat," 
it may not be atniss to introduce, for the benefit of many 
still among ua, who are too apt to undervalue the greatest 
excellences of character, if then title to thii qualitj be f^und 
wanting 

' Tli>ie wii 1 tim> when a virieti jt epitbeta weie 
thought nece^saiy to cipie^s \arious knds of e\ce!lence, 
and when the different qualities of th> mind were dis- 
tinguished by appropiiite and diaiiiminaling teims when 
the words, leneiable, le-wned, sagnciuus, profound, acute, 
pious, worth}, mgenious, valuable, elegint, agieeable, wise, 
or witty, were used as specihc marlis of distim-t ch'iiacters 
But the legislators ot fishion ha\e ot late yens thought 
picpei to comjnse all ment la one estabhshed epithet, 
an Lpithet which it must be confessed, is a \pry desirable 
one aa far as it goes. This term is exclusi\ely and in- 
diseriminately applied wherever commendatJon is intended. 
The word pleasant now seems to combine and express all 
mural and intellectual oxcelience. Every individuaJ, fiom 
the gravest professors of the gravest profession, down to 
1'? 
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the trifier ivlio is of no profassJou at all, must earn the 
epithet of pleasant or must be contented to be nothing ; 
jmd must be consigned over to ridicule under the vulgar 
and inexpressive caat word of hm-e. This is the mortifying 
designation of many a raspectable man, who, though of 
mucii worth and ability, cannot perhaps clearly make out 
his letters pafent to the title of pleasant. For according 
to this modern classification there is no intermediate state, 
but all are comprised within the ample bounds of one or 
other of these two comprehensive terms." 

Her chapter upon Cbildren's Balls, which, she declares, 
are a triple conspiracy against the innocence, healtli, and 
happiness of children, would he likely to give almost as 
mneh offence now as it did then. The remark of a chris- 
tian mother in one of our cities, " that the increasing 
prevalence of evening dancing parlies, and late hours for 
young children, she could not consider but a serious evil, 
yet she felt she should be obliged to yield to the fashion, 
and suffer her girls to attend," revealed a sad defection in 
parental training, which it is to be feared is gaining ground 
in the religious commimity. 

Are not pious parents too much disposed to yield to 
f^ishionable requirement at the expense of their religious 
principles and christian profession ? Have we habitually 
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aoii seriously in view the chief end, tte raaiu object, 
(ot which wo profess to educate our ctllden? alas, we fear 
not 

Our children are to be educated as immortak as well 
as mortals, for the service of Gtod as well as citizens of tha 
■world ; while we regard their temporal good with deep in- 
terest, tieic eternal welfare must still occupy tlio largest 
share of our anxieties and effoi-ta. Under the burden of joy, 
and of new responsibility at their birth, we hasten to pre- 
sent them before the Lord, aiid enter into covenant with 
Him for His grace fo aid us in training them for hia ser- 
vice ; their spiritual entrance into his kingdom, with tfee 
consequent fruits of a holy life, is the one great thing aimed 
at and agonized for by paiental love To cfi ct thii, t )u- 
dicious religious education mu^-t be oui chief concern To 
guai-d tie appetites and chasten the pTssion'i , to makp the 
consraence tender and the spint teachable, to iiiipait cor- 
rect tastes, to enable the yoiing mmd to foim nght judg- 
ments and firmly to act up to them rightly to instruct m 
the knowledge of God, and fo take adi int, ge of opportu- 
nities, when the ear is open, and tie feelings aie tpndei, to 
bring the young heart to its Saviour,— what a woik is this, 
and what obstacles to oppose it I How soon we perceive 
that the bias is everywhere downward : in the little bosom 
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is the growth of evil pasaioDs, and the walls of the nuraery 
cannot Iteep out the conta^on of evii influence, fitted to 
cheiTsh them: there are foes all about the heavenwai'd 
path of the little pilgriiu, and shall the parent become it* 
enemy ! Will you impart to your children tastea which 
must oppose an obstacle to a taste for religious duties and 
enjoyments! Will you deliberately train them to amuse- 
ments which they must renounce to lead a life of piety! 
You may, at firet, see no harm lurking in the graceful 
snares and joyful esdietnent of the first dance, but cannot 
you look still ferther and see that you are thrusting the 
child of your love beyond tlie prayers of the church, and 
estranging it fai'ther and farther from the influence of the 
Holy Spirit? And you do this by teaching it to love that 
amusement which moat espoaes it to frivolity and the 
spirit of a tempting and giddy world ; an amusement 
which banishes habitual thoughtfulneas, and produces a dis- 
relish for the pure and peaceable exercises of a devout and 
humble life. Oh ! christian parents, think of these things. 
The " Strictures" were greatly commended ; letters of 
thanks, congratulation, encouragement, and praise poured 
in upon tlie author, from the old circle, Mrs. Boscawen, 
Mrs. Montagu, Mrs. Chapone, Miss Carter, Mrs. Barhauld, 
and from many others less familiar to these pages. 
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The sialets, Hannah and Patty, now went up to London 
for the benefit of a change, to both mind and body. Mrs. 
Boacawen was extremely feeble at this time ;— " (Jod bless 
you, my dear madam," aaid Hannah, on coining away, 
fearing it might be the last meeting, 

"That is well," aaid the venerable lady, taking hor by 
the hand, and looking steadfastly into her face, " that is 
well, but you must do more, you must pray fur me, — I am 
going gently off." 

Miss Carter, now at eighty-three, was in the enjoyment 
of better health and apiirils than usually fall to the lot. of so 
advanced age, and the conversation of the fiiends, if not aa 
sparkling and witty, savored of christian hopes and holy 
joys. 

Meanwhile troubles were brewing in one of the parishes 
where a school had been established, which, at the time, 
proved extremely vexatious and distressing to Miss More 
and her family ; viewed through the lapse of years, it 
seems strange that charges so utterly inconsistent with 
reason and fact could have been made against her, and that 
the afiair could ever have assumed the dignity of a " con- 
troversy." 

A school had been established in the profligate parish 
of Blagdon, near Cowslip Green, at the earnest and re- 
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peatod request of both curate and magistrate, for Miss 
More, on tlieir first application, felt tiiat she had neithei- 
Btrength uor means sufficient for any new undertaking : 
haviug consented, she paid pavtitular attention to its wel- 
fiire, and in a few yeara had the satisfaction of knowing 
that disordeiB, warranla, aud indictments bad almost en- 
tirely disappeared before tte benign and beneficial influence 
of her Sunday instruction. For five years affairs went 
smoothly on, when one of her schoolmasters, named 
Young, was charged, by the curate, Mr. Bere, with intio- 
ducing Methodism into his scliool, which, so far as we can 
learn, consisted in encouraging extemporaneous prayer, and 
speaking upon rehgious expeiienoe in a httle meeting of a 
dozen poor neighbors for religions convei-sation : for this 
irregularity, as it was regarded. Miss More, who was then 
sick at Bath, gave him a timely reprimand, and the school 
went quietiy on. Whether owing to some private pique 
or personal dislike, the curate was not to be so easily satis- 
fied : he began to pi'eaoh against the schools, and brought 
«p a new accusation against the schoolmaster, to tlie effect, 
that he had prevented a young man from entering his ser- 
vice by defaming his character. The matter was referred 
to the rector, Dr. Grossman, and afterwai-ds to a local tri- 
bunal, the result of which was the dismissal of the school- 
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master, and tLe brealsiEg up of the scliool. Miss More ac- 
quiesced for peace sake, thougb she could not approve what 
het judgment did not sanction. Young had been in her 
service foi' ten yeai's, and his exemplary conduct and t^th- 
ful discliarge of duty had won her confidence, not to be 
sliaken hy a single instance of irregular pi-oceeding (for it 
ia to be supposed, he never asked tko poor neighbors to 
make anofJier prayer), or any general charges, which could 
not be fully sustained : she recommended him to the pa- 
trons of a large charitable institntion near Dublin, who, not 
long afterwards, appointed him suijeiintendenf, the duties 
of which he fulfilled with credit to himself, and to the sat- 
isfaction of hia employers. 

Disbanding the school cost her many stmggles, for she 
loved it with a mother's tenderness. " It is with no small 
concern I have to inform you that we shall meet no more 
in this place," she said in her parting address to the little 
flock who sat around her, with anxious looks and tearful 
eyes. " The Sunday-school, and the evening reading, the 
weekly school of industry, are all at an end. Before we 
part, it is but justice to you to declare that my sister and I 
have never had more comfort from the teachable and duti- 
ful behavior of any children, cor more satisfaction from the 
sober and decent conduct of any parents, than we have ex- 
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perienced in this place. You will give tlie beat evidence that 
you bave profilfld by our instiuctioBs, and those of jour 
master, by carrying the religion you have been taught on 
Sunday into the business of the week, and the behavior of 
your daily life. I shall hold tliat person's religious profession 
very cheap indeed, who is not hereafter sober, peaceable, 
industrious, and forgiving. Be diligent in yoiir attendiinoe 
at chui-eh twice a day. Show that you fear God, by keep- 
ing hia coinmandmenls and reverencing his ministera: 
ahow that you ' know the King,' by subraitling to all that 
are in authority under him, especially to ma^strates. Mr. 
Young has proved himself, during eight years' service, nn 
honest and upi-ight man, and an able and faithful scliool- 
mastcr. You are greatSy indebted to him, aad can reward 
him in no other way but by living in such a manner as 
shall be a credit to his instructions. He will continue in 
this place, of which he is a parishioner, till he can set- 
tle himself elsewhere ; but I earnestly request that, though 
you treat him as a kind friend and neighbor, you do nof, 
either by many or by few, resort to him for instruction. 

" Young men ! let me exhort you to be sober-minded : 
avoid the snares and corruptions of tlie world, against 
which you have been so long guarded, and to which, jit 
your season of life, you wiil be so much exposed. My 
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young women ! so long tLe objects of our tender care and 
concern ! I commit you to tlie protection of God. He can, 
and I trust He will, raise up better friends than we have 
been to you, In any case He will Himself be your friend 
if you walk in the paths in which you have been trained. 
He will never leave you nor forsake you. As those hours 
on Sunday evenings which you have been accustomed to 
pass in this house are the seasons of the greatest dangers 
to your youtli and ignorance, watch well, I beseech you, 
over yourselves. You are now furnished with Bibles; 
you have been taught to read and understand them ; so 
that, if you now fall into sin, you will no longer have the 
former excuse of ignorance to plead. We have this day 
repealflJ our annual gift of forty Bibles and Common 
Prayer-books, the usual number of Bishop Gartrell's 'In- 
stitutes,' Bishop Beveridge'a 'Private Thoughts,' Dod- 
dridge's ' Rise and Progress of Eeiigion,' for the elder, 
with some hundreds of Cheap Repositoiy and other small 
tracts, for younger ones. To the use of these you must 
add prayer to God for His grace and direction. Though 
what iittle wo have done here is mixed with much imper- 
fection, yet I ti-ust the general design and tendency of it 
has been right. 
" We shall never think of the five years that are past 



Healed byGoogIc 



wthoutl n tia kf il tji ylit I ^ b en In -m<l w tli 
oit mihinn np hai d ne mom -wA bLtter T the piiti 
up-J hrmeis and lieada of the pan&h we -ire obhged for 
their approbation and coantenacce of the school and 
their kindness to the master anl utiibtips. Be ng wilhng 
to ]ca\e a last teatmonyof our regard to the poor we 
haie deposited m the hinds ot joni le'ipectable church 
wirden five guinea to be ijphel fo a general subscri). 
tion in case the bciic ti shouU male suJi i meiame 
necessary or othermsa to 1 e di j osed of nt his li ection 
and that of the vestiy 

What a tender concern, what a generous interest is 
displayed in this brief farewell: no censure or blame issues 
from her lips, nothing that can encourage discord or rankle 
in the heart ; it was a gospel of peace and good-will to 
tl Ittl m tj 
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ingly slw re-assemlilcil tham araund her on the 25th of 
January, 1801. 

Neitkei a_ th U. ly t b 5 t d f 

having c tt 1 1 t 1 1 ff 1 

could not bedp dfh ffi 1th h m d 

at Ekgd tJ m th 1 f II M=8 M 

dearors : in i\ hhtltj A t,ha^ 

closed th sil L to -op Th B tJ h C t 

and Anti J b P 1 t th p g to this 

t o ay li h t d to b 1 tl th t t 

1 tte 1 ! lb MM I bon h 

t and hg us w re I tly assal d h w 

1 t J b m 1 i J Itj M tl wl y f 

r n b nfid 1 tj d f tl 1 11 f 1 p > 

1 ly d la d h h 1 h It t I (Kt h m d 

that he 1 d b eo d th CI 31! tte t d j tl 

as ass D t f M t A HI po t 1 p th 

Bla^d ntjkh tllththh my 

1 e ar ed by th y h t. f p ty to th tte 

lis g d f 11 fh t h bl d t — 

" Just impoi-ted from Barbaiy by Baron Munckhauaen 
a large collection of strange beasts, which the Baron has 
had the honor of exhibiting before the Bishop of London 
and his party with great applause, and may be seen at any 
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time of the day in a new-built Caravan at the sign of the 
Green Cowslip, iu the parish of Wringtoii, at thirteen and a 
halfpence each. The collection consists of five female sava- 
ges (the Missea More) of the most desperate kind, one black 
bear (Mr. Bore) which they wounded with a poisoned dart 
while he was guarding his young ones." 

Sharp and severe were these trials to tho siatei's, es- 
pecially to Hannah and Patty, whose labors were already 
crippled, and whose usefulness in the other parishes might 
be seriously injured in future by the unscrupulous charges 
and bitter satires of their adversaries. 

Grieved and wounded to the quick, Hannah writes to 
"Wilherforce : " In Blagdon is ' still a voice heard, lamenta- 
tion and mourning,' and at Cowslip 'Rachel is still weep- 
ing for her children, and refused to be comforted because 
they are not' instructed. This heavy blow has almost 
bowed me to the ground. It was only last night I began 
to get a little sleep. My reason and my religion know 
that it is permitted by tliat gracious Being, who uses 
sometimes bad men for his instruraeuts ; but reason and 
religion do not operate much upon the nerves. I doubt 
not but that He who can bring much real good out of 
much seeming evil, will eventually turn this shocking 
business to his glory. Though I knew that Bere and his 
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dh tlili Ibll tflt ita 

p t J 1 1 1 11 1 jl J t I wn 

I was p bly h k d tl th iit t r tty 

ce^fmthBljfJd t 1 

d il g t f sa g til tm t te my 

aix t y t f ^ t jl hro If j f wh t 

w itl t hwld drbtlwhth 

n t All 1! t f tl b gi g ut, 

what out of tendemess he aeeina to have hall concealed, is, 

that this mock trial has been fabricated by B 's emissariea 

into an otBcial one, and that I am found guilty of sedition, 
and, perhaps, taken up and sent to prison, Rememhei 
this is mere surmise. Have you had any commiinicatioB 
with the Bishop of London, or have these strange reporta 
reached you ? 

"I mean to re-read for the fiftieth time, your chapter on 
the overvaluing of human estimation. I have perhajw 
been too anxious on that bead. Yet few people have cared 
less about general opinion, except as it has attacked me in 
that vital vulnerable part, on which one's usefulness de- 
pends, 

"I have had a return of my complaint, and am still very 

poorly. Patty behaves nobly, and only works the harder 

for all these attacks ; she has been, in all this weather, on 

18 
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■% tbieo fl-i-i, missi 11 to Wcdm i , «hn 
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Binilmg uiii [Piwcutoi-i 1 ne Ircome 


our idmiK 


tliej s-ij tiipy haie seen our giin^t, on 
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not metbodj people, ind th'it iii,h fumer ?vho presont^d 
lis t tho (isitati n for teieliing Fieuch piinciples, sends 
his own tarn ly to the school ind the nading both of 

which lie ver} full , hut Igieitly diead B ' sucte'is at 

Llagdon will inluce a second visit to "Wedmoie, nheie he 
first stined up tho oppositiun My wounds lie still fiesh 
and raw, and want niucli wine and oil— this your kind 
iettei's neici tail to administei, but I iiope I stinc to 
look foi highei aud bettei consul itions, and tint thet.e 
may Le gianted hip I im pei'suiJed I have youi piajers" 
Ajf n she nntei, Mr "Whalley his don> hiraselt great 
honor by nri^ng a stiong and lery apiiited state ot the 
case to the Bishop, expressing his strong comiction cf the 
mojal benefit (o the couutrj from il! my schools, his firm 
beliet m the mtegiifj of the Blagdon raastti, and descnb- 
iQgathige hib haMiig witness] together with Dr Mac- 
liint,, Mra Holiojd tnd roany other equally respectable 
testimonies, the condutt ot the, SLhool foi a whole Sunday, 
the piacticil and uscfu! mode of in«±iis<.tion giien them, 
and the regularity and good ordei' of the paiish. I own I 
did think his testimony would have been of use. But it 
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was very coolly received. The man had prayed extem- 
pore — lie might be a Calvinist : tbe church wis in danger. 
My deal' fi'ieiid, I have prayed and struggled earnestly not 
to be quite suMued in ray mind — but I cannot command 
lay nerves, and though pretty well during the bustle of 
the day, yet I get snch disturbed and agitated nights, that 
I could not answer for my lasting if the thing were to go 
on nmch longer; thii is Mich a specimen of the state of 
religion, that /, too, really tliiuk the cliurch is in danger, 
though in anotlier and fwr more awful sense." 

For three years the pei'secution continued with unabated 
violence, to which was added a distressing illness, which 
confined her to the house for saveo months ; but Hannah 
More had consolations, which the world could neither give, 
Dor take away ; she leaned upon an almighty arm. 

"The calumnies are of too dreadful a nature to be 
borne," she exclaimed, " except from a full conviction that 
it is the will of God, who is pleased thus to exercise mo for 
my purification. "Who knows but iu the final issue of 
things, I may have reason to think these bad men are my 
best friends, having never before tasted anything but 
dangerous prosperity or unmerited praise." 

Hitherto we have only seen Hannah More borne on 
favoring gales; fier London acquaintance rejoiced in her 
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souetj iud cdcln h tune mi fiienls fjlbni.d her to 
Cowslip Green , hei honn. missiomry labors diflicult and 
arduous ia tliej hail bpen, wore cronnpd with success, her 
woiks ranked hei irajn^ the reveied and honored of Eng- 
land, prospentj, we know, IS neither fd^onhle to piety nor 
SLlfknonledgp hut the hour f trnl cimo, fiom those 
whose teeth weie "pe'jrs an3 aiiows, ind whose tongut i 
Bh'irp Ewoid She bows tj the chistemng ini with the 
eye ol fiith ■^eea ineiL> in the ud 

"IfitpIoTse (.Tod thus to put nn en 1 fo iin httle (how 
litile I) usefulness, I hope to be enabled to s ibmit to his 
will nut only to submit to it, bacausa I cannot help if but 
tt aequieice tn it, beiMuse it u ho?t/,juit and nood " 

Here is the childl ke submission of a true servant of 
God Though hei reputation, her character, her labors 
were seemingly at stake, no words of anger of lecnmina 
hon, or of sinful repning, issue from her lips Conscious 
of her innocence -a far is legards hei follow men, she 
offeis iieithi,r defence noi e\culpatjon her thief desiie is 
spintualimjiovement, in inueised punt) of heiitindi 
moie humHb rd ince ujon the Lorl htr stiengtb When 
Di Bcadon suuie.. led T)i Mtss io the see of Bath ind 
Welia, she deemed it a dutj to lay before him a plain 
statement of the matter, lest he might be led to disapprove 
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of lier schools, in wLieli case, she must defer to hs opicioiis 
and relinqiiisL tliom altogether. 

Her letter is plain, straightforward, and full of that 
candor and directness which so eminently characterized her 
writing. 

" ' Blessed are ye when men revile and persecute you and 
say all manner of evil against jou falsely^ and for ' my 
name's sake.' When I consider whose words are these," 
wrote Newton to hia afflicted friend, "I am more disposed 
to congratulate than to condole with you, on the unjust 
and hard treatment that you have met with, 

" Yet I do feci for you. These things ai^e not joyous hut 
grievous at the time ; it is afierwards that they yield 
the peaeeahle fruits of righteousness. Cheer up, my friend, 
tarry thou the Ijjrd's leisure. Be strong, and he shall 
comfort thy heart," 

Among the heavy and conflicting charges laid against 
Miss More in this controversy, \ei'e those of teaching 
Calvinism, sympathiKing with the Methodists, and encourag- 
ing Dissenters. Though firmly attached to her church 
and to her state, and to church and stale, Miss More was 
less a church woman than a Christian. 

" Bible Ohiistianity is what I love," said she, " that does 
IS* 
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not insist upon opinions indifferent in thenisol\es— ;i Chris- 
tianity practical and pure, which teaches holiness, bumihty, 
repentance, and faith in Christ : and which, after snmming 
up all the evangelical graces, declares that the greatest of 
these is charity." 

No better description than this could he given of hoi- 
religious character : it grew out of large, intelligent, experi- 
mental views of Bible Christianity, No other Christianity 
but that which is drawn directly from the pure Word 
of God can give equal symmetry and comprehensiveness ; 
that can blend in such just proportion, the deepest self- 
abasement and the most trusting feith, with the greatest 
amount of usefulness and good works. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Visrrons v'lbo t I r fl ck 1 to C Ip rreen 

until Cows] t C een 3 (ju te t> st i C ed fo tie 
fumo and hosp tal ty of ts n tr s She no ¥ p oje t« 1 a 
new house more a u[ le a d cun m d ou upon a 'i veil of 
land half a luile fioni Wiiugton, cominandiDg d widw 
sweep of hill and valley, of liatulet aud green ; the pecu- 
liar Uauty of the situation led one of hei- friends to call it, 
" the gift of an all-wise Providence, to soothe her after all 
her ti'ouhles." 

In the planning and plant ng of her t,r un Is M ss 
More hoped to r ^mh tint tranquill ty uf m ] a 1 
strength of body, wh I the rude a d un^ o ol ed Its 

of her enemies had er sly nj 1 red 

Barley Wood became her residence m 1801. 

Hitherto the sisters had divided their time between Bath 
and Wrington ; they now determined to give up the care 
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and expense of a divided dwelling and a bustling town, 
and spend tlio I'emainder of their days at Barley Wootl. 

" Lord, grant that this prove a blessing to us all and 
draw U3 nearer to Him," exclaims Hannah ; " make us 
thanliful that our lot has fallen in so pleasant a place, that 
we havo a goodly heritage, but let us not take up with so 
poor a portion as this life, or anything in it" 

Barcley Wood became a centre of no common interest. 
If the eye delighted to linger on the distant landscape, the 
garden soon offered scarcely inferior charms ; fruits and 
ma dwelt in social sweetness, 



" Along its blusliing borders, bright with dew, 
And in yon mingled ivilderness of fiowera, 
Pair-handed Spring unbosoms every grace." 

Bright carnations, gay, spotted pinks, the daisy, pi'irarose, 
violet, bre.ili 

■■On tlvu chai'med eye, and the delighted florist marka, 
Witli secret priJe, the wonders of lier Ijand." 

Nor within is there a less pleasing diversity. Each sister 
has her assignecl place in the household. There sits Miss 
Mary, already past sixty, plain in her manners, and pointed 
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in licr speech; who allows herself no indulgences, or suf- 
fers no impropriety to pass without rebuke. Miss Mary 
More we venture to say, is no favorite with pretenders of 
any sort : she ha^ a key to unlock theif characters, which 
no one hkes the using. Here is the wife of Barley Wood, 
as some call hei-. Miss Elizabeth, so gentle, so loving, full 
of the m'lk of b iman kindness her presence 1 ke a ^ooi 
angei 16 e e \ where felt, leguhtng smoothmg haimoniE 
ing and her work basket 1 ke D as fitt 1 n ch oita 
and garments for the joor 

■^allj Moio V, bri^I t an 1 ntell Uual like Hannah 
Piosj Moie she wts (.jlled by ntiraates not, h we>ei for 
hor dulness bit m diatncton from Hannih who wia 
mmed Poetry biiah wiote t to novels m her e'lih day; 
nod her ongmal siymgs were without nunber indeel 
they declared she was a living contradiction of Solomon's 
position, there was nothing new under the sun. 

Many of the tracts of the Cheap Repository issued from 
her pen, and were road witli lively interest. The star of 
the sphere is Hannah ; she is world-known now, and every- 
body comes to see her, some from curiosity, some for ad- 
vice, some for friendship, some to be famous ; some to ad- 
mire, some to envy. She is affable and accessible to all ; 
there are lines of suffering upon her fece, yet it is beaming 
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with benevolence ; the pressure of sickness is offfiii heavy, 
but her elastic spirit seldom yields : she thinks, and plans, 
and works, and reads, even on the sick hed. 

Barley Wood was stored with comforts; these could 
lighten and alleviate, but they could not ward off the in- 
firmities of life. On her first entrance to her new home, 
she was confined to her chamber, and, " This puts nie in 
mind," slie says, "of the old remark, that the first spot of 
earth of which Abraham took possession, in the laud of 
Promise, was a grave !" 

Among the children of England, who were sporting in 
her stately halls, or starving at her cottage doors, one httle 
girl there was, on whose fmr head rested a nation's hopes, 
and around whose bud of being clusterad the manifold in- 
tereafa of a mighty empire. She found her way to the 
heart of ivery English mother, and was remembered at 
every household altar ; wise men talked of her, and good 
men prayed for her. Among the royal household there 
was none dearer than she, for to the winsomeness of child- 
hood were added the snares and prerogatives of a princely 
birth. 

To the loyal heart of Hannah More the education of 
the Princess Charlotte could hardly fail to become a most 
important subject. Nor is it surprising that the gifted 
teacher in hall and cottage should have been solicited to 
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furnish from Ite rich stoi'ea of lice experience, princijilea 
and suggestions that might afford valuahlo helps to those 
who had the chai^ of it. 

With thraa views ate wrote "Ilinta towards forming the 
Character of a Young Princess," dedicated to Dr. Fisher, 
Bishop of Eseter, who had just Ijeen appointed Preceptor 
to the rojal pupil. Copies were presented to the king and 
queen, the prince and princes, who all alike bore testimony 
to iia excellence. Sir Alexander Johnson sent it to the 

Rajah of to be translated into the Mahratta language, 

for the use of his favorite daughter. Not having the 
speedy introduction to this countiy as her other works had 
done, she understood it was escluded by our republican 
principles; when informed that it was actually in circula- 
tion, she was much gratified, exclaiming, " I have con- 
quered America." Eiebatd Eush, Esq., of Philadelphia, 
wrote her that he saw in it full as much of what is elevated, 
and more of what is practically useful than Telemachus, 
and that he had intended his son should read Telemachus 
through every year fiom sixteen to twenty. The Hints 
would form a very good compimoB to accompany it. 

On the Yth of Janu^ly, 1804, imong the particular 
mercies which crowned her days, she enumerated, " Con- 
e restoration of my health and spirits, p 



Healed byGoogIc 



family ramfo U cjiitmued family raisfoituucs avtiited, op- 
portunities of doiDg 10111 good, our schools continued, 
kindness of friends ability to enjoy my sweet place, escape 
from the tuibulent lite of Bath, increased opportunities of 
reading and retnement fur which she desire fo hai-e an 
abiding and h\ply gntitu le— -though for ail earthly bless- 
ings we shiuld priy cn[y with entire submission to the Di- 
vine will ; while in praying for spiritual blessings, no re- 
serve, no caution, no iimit is necessary. 

" Loiii, pour out the grace of thy Holy Spirit on me and 
Buine without measure ; teach us to love Thee with all our 
hearts, minds, souls, and strength, and to devote the re- 
mainder of our lives to thy service, and fo the glory of our 
Loi'd and Saviour, Jesus Christ." 

This month dosed her correspondence with Mrs. Bos- 
cawen, one among the first and moat devoted of the 
circle of London friends. 

" Yes, my very excellent and dear friend," ran het- last 
letter, " I must send one word sooner or later, in return for 
the kindest of letters, which was a cordial to me ; that one 
word must express the truest gratitude for such remem- 
brance, the most constant affection, and the sincerest satja- 
&ction in the news of your better health ; so happily pco- 
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vided foi' by youv own wisdom and activity, in removing 
from the vale below, and piloting yourself so delightfully 

"I desire the continuance of your prayei's for me, my 
dear ftiead. Foi", o!i ! what is it to live so long! It is, 
you. will answer, the will of Him ' in whom we live, and 
move, and have our being.' 

" Mrs. Carter was taken ill while dining with Mra. Ire- 
monger, but is better to-day. Adieu, my dear friend." 

But the hand ia soon still in death, and her spirit re- 
leased from the sorrows and changes of a long and check- 
ered life : forty volumes of the Port Royal authore were 
left to increase the library of her fiieud, and recall the 
memory of days long gone by 

Sickness again visited Bai-ley Wood, and for a year Misa 
More seemed hovering on the confines of the grave ; it 
was a period of sorrowful suapense to every one who 
shared her friendship, or knew her worth ; anxious inqui- 
ries were daily made at the gate, and prayers for her re- 
covery ascended from many a humble roof; nor was this 
soHcitude confined within the cottage homes which had 
been contforted by her bounty, and lighted by her instruo- 
tiona : every post brought letters of inquliy and sympathy 
from their numerous friends, and at last, their fears 
19 
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were put to reat, by the gi'ateful prospect of returning 
health. 

M ^n 1 1 1 a 1 II n„ j y d so w 

ao lotle le ts -ml hones Lhedd'i the h st love 
i -u s 5ta b1 a ae e e loss n the leath of ts exc lie t 

ab. a d the f tif 1 coiij t of the s ters the 
libors of 1 e bs jh ] ea hi g and pois Jife hid 
been greativ hlPs ed to the j opie of h a chaige fiom 
fifteen n a tew j a-= the cl urd ncreTsed t o hundrel 
■*nd twenty who gave d I gent h ed to mi nta i coa 
sc ence d oi ofFe cp 

" You would weep over Cheddar," said Misa More to 
Wilberforee, who loved Cheddar also, "if you saw the 
change occasioned by the death of Drowitt ; no resident 
minister, only a galloper from Wclla on Sunday, to a 
twelve minutes' sermon— of course tie meeting thins." 

A blessed era in humanity approaches. The great ob- 
ject, to which Wilberforce had devoted the prime of his 
life and the strength of his manhood, was on the eve of 
completion. Slowly, and steadily had the cause of aboli- 
tion gwned upon the conscience of the English people ; in 
spite of defeats, distrust, and discouragements without num- 
bei', the spring of 1806 brought blossoms of hope with the 
promise of a golden issue. The London Committee, after 
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an interval of seven years, le-assemblHd in Palacc-yard, 
an aiTay of evidence was ready at any moment to go 
before the House of Lords, Wilbeiforce wrote a powerful 
appeal to the English public upon the Slave-trade, and all 
the agencies which could be brought to action were again 
marshalled and concentrated for the approaching ci-isis. 

On the 22d of Fehmary, the first reading of the bill 
took place before the House of Lords : it was a night of 
agltiition and excitement, of foar and hope : the \'ote stood 
'72 to 28. 

" Oh Lord, let me praiae Thee with my whole heart !" 
ejaculates Wilberforoe, 

The House of Commons is gi'appjing with it on the 23d. 
Men speak boldly for justice and humanity ; they are 
in eai'nest, and who shall gainsay them ? The opposition 
was feeble and loose. 

One ot the raemlei^ nllel upon men thit Sij, to 
roaik how much the rewitds ot mtup wcie suienoi to 
those of ambition, to contia'.t the fteling^ ot Napoleon m 
his greatness, with these cf thT.t bin led indmdual who 
should that night hj his heai upon the pillow and re- 
member that throua;b his it,'''!'-? the Shietnde via no 
raort Eieiy e}e was duected to« irda "Wilbeifj.ee, inil a 
sudden burst of applause rang tltfough the bouse. 
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The vote stood 283 to 16. A month afterwards it 
same for a third reading before the House of Lords ; two 
days afterwards, the Bill I'eceived tho royal sanction and 
became a law. 

" Oh, what thanks do I owe the Giver of all Good, for 
bringing me in his Gracious Providence to this great causei 
which at length, after nineteen years of labor, is successfiil !" 
exelfums the master-spirit of this exulting scene. 

"To ftpeik of f\me and gloiv to Mr WUberforce, would 
he to use knguage tar b<nedth him," and bir James 
Mackintosh, but he will surely consider the eftect of his 
tnumjh on ihe fimtfukpss ot hi'; example Wlio knoiis 
but the greatei put i.f tlie htHefit which he has conteiied 
upon the world, may not be thp encouraging pximple that 
the exeitions of virtue may be crcnned with such splendid 
success 3 How precious is time! How noble and sacred 
is human nature, made capable of achieving such truly 
great exploits." 

" What a promise of happiness does it bear to milhona 
and hundreds of miOioiis of our species !" wrote Mr, Ste- 
phens, the hnsband of Miss Wilberforce, to Hannah More, 
" and from what a load of odious guilt and sliame does it 
deliver our country I" 
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We may well suppose it a d;iy of rejoicing at Barley 
Wood, and especially within the sicl; chamber of lier, ^yho 
penned, nearly twenty years before, 

" What page of liumao lumnls can record 
A dted so Tii'ight as human iights restor'd ! 
Oh may that god-like deed, that Ehiniog pnge, 
Redeem our feme, and consecrate <mr age 1 
And let tiia glory mark our favored shore, 
To curb fahe freedom and lie trti^ restore." 

But the excelltnt liahop Poiteus who with grateful 
10} bdiell tills triumph f a mtst iiglifcous cause ind 
who-je fnendship -ind eui-cii -8^,6 men t had 1 een dew ind 
sunshine t> the ffint of Hannah Mjj , w^s now gently 
pas-jicg awij After his eye had become dim and his 
natmal ftrce abated he Mailed Btiley Wood ind spent a 
few \aj6 m her 'ioi lety a few liys g Iden n ih. tho 
treasured eipeiienee of a long fnend*:hip 

Simil'irit3 of taste ind ehirictei seems e ly tj have 
dimn them toj^ether '^he wis a frequent guest it Fulham 
Talice, nhsie his sweetness of temper phifu! wit, ind 
innocent cheerfulness delght^'d the society rf hia moie 
intimate friends «hile he p\eTcised the fumtions ut i s 
19* 
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bghiftn. with ZBxl anljul^nent fi t\, \ oiiaiinof 
tru rel 41011 and the be&t iiitLiests ot humtti tj 

A few weeks befoie 1 1^ death, Mios More reo^iied fiotn. 
himashjit inl hum d note, begging he! iiittieession at 
the Thione of Mei y for di\me aid od a di&cult duty 
■which devolved upon him 'My great hope and resouice 
13, whit I have alw-sja Ind ipcourse t> in suJi else'!, 
jrayei — i^ue me thm youi frequent and fencnt j-inyers, 
and I shall iiope foi that mjst p-weiful prob^i-tion of 1 
Gtatious ProMdence, vihuh I iin Lonunad has nevei 
failed in simiUi ctses — tlie nxtuie ff the lutj he dil 
not untold, but on the third diy, she leoeivel the laiurance 
that Pityei hid liad its usual effect, ini all nis well 
How sublime i (.losing n'vs this to his long aud useful 
life' Just icoJy to hy aside his of& nl robes for the 
win img "beet aiojwrt reiclied him that 1 club had been 
instituted undei the pitron'tge ot the Prince ot Wiles, 
whose sittings were to le on ^undiy, a sicred ind stntt 
observance of tins holj diy, the Bishop haMng alwajs 
considered ot vital impoitinw to tlie Lommunity ind 
church, this public deseciition of it, by those in high 
station, tilled him with sorrow and alarm Rallying his 
wasted strength, he resolved to seek an andieni-e nith hia 
pnnce and having arnved at Cirlfon House, leaning on 



Healed byGoogIc 



BARLEY WOOD. 223 

the arms of his attendants, he was led into his presence, 
when in solemn and earnest language he besought him 
not to violate the sanctity of the Sahbath, and lend his 
example to that, which must end in cortupting the morals 
and degrading the chui-ch, The Prince heard and yielded ; 
and the servant of God depai'ted in peace : a few more 
days, and he entered upon a Sabbath of eternal rest Miss 
More erected a cenotaph to his memory on her grounds at 
Barley Wood, bearing the insciiption : — 



BEILBY POETEUa, 



11 OP OF L O 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



In tlie summer of 1810 we find Miss More making a 
tour among some good and agreeable fi'iends in Clloucester, 
reviving the friendships of earlier dnys, and adding many 
new ones to the already extended list. 

"I have been visiting," she writes to Mi's. Kennieott, "the 
scenes where we used to gipsy, and traced many a spot 
where I had picked dry sticka to buil the tea-kettle, under 
a shady oak, or broiled a r uttoo-eliop on knitting-needles. 
The companions of our li .rmless rambles are all gone." 

Dead leaves are strewing her way, and long shadows 
hover among the mellow tints of autumn, 

Mrs. Montagu, sjirightly and beautiful evi-n at fourscoi'e, 
had gone, and a volume of her letters was already before 
the public; thoy were her first letters, facts of an early cor- 
respondence vfith the daughter of the Earl of Oxford, com- 
menced when she was but eleven years. Her friend and 
intimate, Elizabeth Carter, lived only a year or two longer, 
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surrounded by all that could make long lifc venerable and 
attractive, " honor, love, ohedience, and troops of frienda." 

Miss More has passed threescore years of her pilgrim^e, 
and more, and if there be an abatement of budily vigor, 
there is no slackness of the spiritual energies, the hidden 
&es that glow within. In spite of tormenting bile," a bur- 
densome correspondence, and almost incoFsant company, 
time and strength have not been wanting to write " Prac- 
tical Piety," one of her fiivorite works in this country, and 
one which is far superior to many works of a kindred char- 
acter that have superseded it. After describing what 
Chiistianity is as an intemal principle, she thus unfolds its 
practical influence upon man, in relation to his fellows, 
" The love of God, as it is tbe only soui-ee of every righi 
feeling and action, so it is the only principle which neces- 
sarily involves the love of onr fellow-creatures. There is s 
love of partiality, but not of benevolence; of sensibility, 
but not of philanthropy ; of friends and favorites, of par- 
ties and societies, but not of men collectively. It is true, 
we may and do, without this principle, relieve his distresses, 
but we do not bear with his faults. We may promote his 
fortune, but we do not forgive his offences ; above all, wQ 
nro not anxious for his immortal interests. We could not 
see him want, without pain, but we can see him sin with- 
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out emotion A^ e ^.-'uld int licii of a Uggii pnishiiig 
at our door, without horror, but we can, without concern, 
witness an acijuaintance d>ing withjut repentinee Is it 
not stnnge thit we muit paitiupite sometliing of the di 
line natuie, bpfire we can really lo^e the human' It 
seems to be an in^eiisibihtj to sin, rather than n^nt of be 
neiolence to manbnd, that mikes m nalunily pity (heir 
tempoii!, tnd he laiele^s of their -ipiiitml wants but 
does not this leij inaensibihtj j.roc ed from a « iut ol love 
to t-od !" 

This 1" e "m'nit'n^ e t ct m-xj pe hapi t Ip us to 
form Bometh ng hko a co e t e t mate of what s son e 
limes cdlle 1 sent meutal beEevolence t! e ro ind p nk 
philanth opy h ch e e y now and then hi hbe-s over 



human suffer cj 



¥ or cired fo t before 



Som tl nk erj-thng of t a 1 Lope ill fh gsfon t 
others r tp t e y 1 cill n^ t ^o 1 f n t! g Wh t 
is it really worth ? 

It really feels for the disordeiB wBicli afflict humanity, 
at least, while it lasts ; it really desires to relieve them, 
and aefs about reforming some of tlie external and more 
prominent evils, in the hope that if tliey are cured, those 
of lesser note will naturally flat away, and society, in the 
end, Mill he righted. Sin is regarded as accidental, rather 
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tion. The raasims, motives, aod aims which contcol in,™ 
are wrong, and nothing but the reception of tlioae princi- 
ples which God has given in the gospel of his Son, can 
essentially improve his inward, or better his outward con- 
dition. Whilo roKch, very much may be done to bene'fit 
and reform the institutions of society, evils still remain 
which admit of no cure, but which mitst be patiently 
borne ; and it is surely far more difficult to bear each other's 
burden than to comfort with tlie promise of j-emovlng 
them. In attempting, then, to do any permanent good to 
our fellows, we must not only relieve their distresses, but 
amend their principles ; not only promote their temporal 
welfare, but be careful for their immortal interests ; not only 
excite their activity, but teach them submission ; not only 
give them alms, but forgive their offences. To do this, 
you must be patient and pains-taking, continuing on, 
yet ever forbearing. You must lay your account with in- 
gratitude and improvidence, disappointment and reproach. 
You must meet evils with manliness, and exigendes with- 
out fear or disheartening. You are to expend no unavail- 
ing sympathy, to uttei* no useless complaints, to offer no 
affected condolence, to make no false promises. Your duty 
is to l(Aor and to wait. In order to do this, you must love 
your fellow-men, bfcause Christ lovea them ; suffer for 
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them, because He suffered for them ; labor for tbem, bo- 
cause He died for them. 

" Practical Piety" cannot be too highly recomineiided ; 
it should bo in eveiy library, as well as in every heart: 
it ia a book for our serious and thoughtful moments, when 
we desire to in^jiiiro calmly, and seek sincerely after that 
obedience which ia " perfect and entire, wanting notbing," 
Its ea^ession diffei's somewhat from religious works of a 
I t gr wtl t tw t i IP I d 1 tory 

ttes ggted Idtte tai-t- 

I g ph ases t 1 tly f u d t es and 

dagrsapfssi t t&d tdl didly 

and 1 1 ly tell g h t w a d wh t m t be ; 
t h th t p h 1 bed ce t, 1 p! e of 
t d f th wh 1 n t th vice of 

God t 11 wa p t 1 t i 1 1 w e.tm te or 
1 ggi h t th h t ! f 

"Many are reformed," it tolls us, "on human motives, 
many are only partially reformed ; but those only who, aa 
our great poet says, are ' reformed altogether^ are amverted. 
There is no complete reformiition of the conduct effected 
without a revolution in the heart. Ceasing from some 
sins; retaining others in a less degree; or adopting such 
as are merely crfiditable ; or flying from one sin to another, 
20 
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01 wa. g t um the e\t il i t w tho t a y nternil 
change of dtiposton 3 t brisbin 1 totmiton The 
1 at ral b a liust be ch ng d The actual off n « w 11 no 
more be itrdoned than cu d 1 the nvid coruiton 
be cot erad caffid To be 1I vp to Gio 1 ll rouah M a 
Chr St, must folio ¥ d^ath nti s The e cannot be 
new aims an 1 e la 1 tl ere s not a ne v pr c 1 le to 
pro !u « tl en 

It IS not csting 1 set ot yinions n tj i mould and a 
set <it duties u to a system, which constitutes the chu tian 
rel gion The ciicumference must have a centre the body 
raustha\e asoul the perfoimances must hiie i piinciple 
Outna d obsenances were wisely constituted tc louse our 
f ^etf dn ss to awaken our secular spniN to ciU back our 
neglg t hearts They weie de^i„np 1 to execif holy 
th ghts to <iuii,l!en tis to holy dued" but n t t Le used 
as equivalents to either 

Nothing short of a unifoim and stable piinciple that 
fixedness in religion wh h hiecls t man in II hia act ona, 
aims and pursuits to Gol ai, h ult late end can ^i\6 
consistency to h a charictei or tr^niuilhtj to his siul 

In speaking of the important of coi)"ct]ng small faults 
and chei-ishing the minor virtie" those making up the 
suJii of human character, it says, " The reason why what 
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are cJH leligioiis people often iliftei ^o little tron otlieis 
m small tnils is tint instead of bniigmg religion to their 
aid in the t lesier ve\ations tliey either leavp thp d'ltuib 
aLuP to jipy uf on fhe i niitidi oi apply to false reliefs foi 
ite remo\i] fho^ie who iie lendued unhapjy by finoloua 
tronllp seek comfuit n fnolous enjovments But we 
should aij.h tlie samp i medy tu ordinarj tmls is to 
gieat ne^ foi as smill di'^qui etudes ^jring hon the 
Bims cauae as gieat ones n<imely the unoeitain and imppi 
feet condition ot human nituie so they lequie the s'jme 
rempd) "iouwouU |plyto ichgion on tl e Ijss of you 
chill-ajply to it on tl e 1 ss ot youf timiei As ni 
cilam tj 1 too gr at f I fhp yovier cf j lety to mitignte so 
none la too sm'ill to e\i renc ifs benefit nl results Our 
behauoi undei thp oiiniv accdLnts of life foim a 
charaLtenstio distinction between diff i nt lIbssps of Glirs 
tians the least advanced re'^ort to lehgion on j^ipqt ycca 
siona ; tlie deeper proficient resorts to it on all. 

"An acquaintance with the nature of Iniraan evils and 
of their remedy, would check that spirit of complaint which 
so much abounds, and which often makes so little differ- 
ence between those who profess religion and those who do 
not. 

"If our duties are not great, thpy become importaijt by 
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the constant demand that ia made for them. They have 
teen called the ' small coin of human life,' and on their 
perpetual and unobstructed circulation depends much of 
the comfort and convenience of life. How few of us are 
called to carry the gospel in distant lands! — but which 
of us is not called every day to adorn its doctrines, by 
gentleness, kindness, and forbearance ?" 

Alas, is there not a sad want of ikoroughmss in our 
religious character in these days? la our religion exercised 
as it should he, in fostering our little virtues and subduing 
our smaller faults ! Are not Christians too apt to rest in 
the hope of their conversion, without evindng its reality by 
practical piety ! Are we not apt to think the business of 
religion done by a sluggish compliance with some of its 
most obvious requirements ? We may frown upon immo- 
ralities, but do we cleanse the heart? "We subsciibe to 
assocnations for good, but is there not a secret satisfaction 
that we can delegat* our names to do that, which we 
should be loth to do ourselves ! The cardinal doctrine of 
some seems to be, that " union is power," and as a natural 
consequence most of the great evils of the world will be 
banished by the existence of Societies, without one's having 
any direct I'esponsibility in the matter; thay have great 
faith in resolutions and reports, and they love to attend 
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3 eir hit ^ood hi betn done Pitag n a -i d & am 
As tor the g eit diss of s n vtTPtd dues, an 1 ^u It w tl 
an! nroun] them Ihe oat that oull be s-i 1 ft /here 
t s ind tl ej CO teut themsel es ith ti k ^ that 
Ch lit ntj 11 c e t o lygve t time t Burnet mes 
atnkes them stra geSy e oii^h tl at with n t] e e j hoi t 
of the ch tian commun tj the e ho 1 1 le s.o 
c pt o b t t s only a n n„ commentarj u; on the 
lb! 1 th B lie they \ couta ns in adeq ate 

remedy fo t not n tny Sibbatha b fu e f e ! aj the r 
hearts ha e b n ed at the [ reicl ei^s gbrt ng acco t of 
thit reden pt on wh ch com th tl ro gh Jesus Ohr t, b t 
who si 111 II St -ate ta e ell nc « b av fs g ic o me sa 
g \ dLjense ts tiessed late t a n t f r (7en 

pa t ul Ij to \ tl J go tf h 1 n 1 J J the 

m te the Bble V) at 11 1o the t t! c tj 
m BS onary — tl ey 5ub&_ be to both 1 o ne 1 bors and ac 
qaa nta ce tbey a e fnendly an 1 c teou, n 1 g the 
we!l to a ceitan extent they a gl 1 to hear of th 
s eeess and they p ty them i f -tune f ti ey are n t 

members of the churcl thej 1 p th \ n 11 be ndee 1 
they nthe wo der that some of the a e not, th j sn ely 
seem fit for t ti ough t ii j,U confound them to d^c ibe 
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the temper and spii'it that should belong to the servants 
of God. In daily life they are troubled and anxious aboat 
many things : petty annoyances and small trials vex the 
spirit and disturh their peace ; indecision and peevishness, 
vanity and trifling, not restriuned and subdued by that 
power which can cleanse the heart as well as guide the 
eteps, bring discredit upon higher duties and dishonor 
upon the christian name. 

It is often said that the church is false to her trust : 
we are often surprised to find how imperfectly christianized 
even Christians are ; piety seems sometimes to have lost 
its savor, nay, it is even whispered tliat Chiistianlty is a 
feilure. These are something moi-e thau the suggestions of 
unbelief or the excuses of the short-coming. Alas, is there 
not cause for doubts like these ! and do they not mainlv 
spring from a lack of iftorouffhness and completeness in 
christian character, a want of that practical and progressive 
piety, which unhappily distinguishes but comparatively 
few ? but which, wherever it is found, is just what the 
Bible describes it, a sober, riffkteous, holy living, li^ht in 
darkness, sali, preserving and purifying. We need to 
carry our Christianity more into our daily tempers and 
hourly occupations ; it is more needed in the counting- 
room, the woi'k-shop, the parlor and the kitchen; it is 
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needed to mjike us more honest, just, patient, ctaritaWe, 
meek, peacefal, and of good report ; we must allow it to 
restrain and temper our whole man ; we must live it in all 
the minor acta as well as higher relations of life, that all 
around shall perceive its excellency and honor its divine 
author ; we must show that it is not vai'iable and eapri- 
cioiia, governed by our circumstances or self-interest, but 
that it is steadfast, governing us, and moulding our charac- 
tu) into a glowing likenesi tn Jesus Chiist on pattern 
l^hile it lends a helping hind to those numerous m 
■^ti nmentalities and roimfuld associations, which are used 
to extend the knowledge of tiue jietj, it must not suflei 
them to nsuip the place peraond responsibihfj and indiMd 
ual faithlulness in the humbler ?pheie ot daily influence 
In a woid, nothing is moie wanted to give strength and 
stability to the churches, powei and victory to the word of 
God, discouiagement and defeat to essential errors and 
sinful sjstPia^, thin PraetuMl Piety steiidfast, ronsulenf 
and pTogresstie among the people of God 

Its excessive strictness was made a matter of complaint 
among some of her religious friends. 

" The gospel is strict," was her reply ; " the cutting off 
a right hand, or the plucking out of a right eye, though 
only used as metaphom and illustrations, is surely more 
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strict thiin anjtliing I bavs smd. The sUndard of religion 
should he always kept Li^h : the very best of us are al- 
ways sure to pull it down a good many pegs in our pi'ac- 
tice, but how much lower is the practice of those who fix a 
lower standard than the New Testament holds out !" 

But, cannot you write of Christianity in more general 
terras, like Addison and Johnson, and not dwell so much 
on the peculiar doctrines of the Bible, they said again. 

" JIuch as I honor and love these," answered she, " tJieir 
writings would have done a far wider and deeper good, 
had they not generalized religion so much. The sound- 
ness of Johnson's principles is incontestable, but he scarcely 
ever enters on any evaugelioal truth. Addison had a de- 
vout spirit, still he appears not to have entered into Uiose 
deep views of evangelical truth, which abound in Pascal 
and Taylor, in Leighton and Hall ; and my regret is, that 
they did not dwell more on the doctrines of Chiistianity, 
and upon what distinguishes it from all religious systems 
as a scheme of salaatton" 

Compare the uifluence of Johnson and Addison, as 
moraliate and Chiistians t^lebrated and world-read as they 
are, with Bi\tei and Doddiidge, how do they sink into 
comparative insignifii,ince bi'fore tlie pungent, searching, 
humbling teachings of behoving men, who took the Bible 
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t 1 g t, 1 tl 1 I t t 

1 m d awf 1 1 tl b y t 1 Id t 

P d ] g Tt In Ij b t the 

>sfcffln t lyhph luh 

t h g tl t ca th d ptl f h m f lt3 d 

■uft d li h p p Ij t tl fy til 

dtthbddit-M fid 

ift il rrtlbtthj mthg — 

tLey are omnets an 1 aie co iscwis of a weight of ill-desert, 
ot which no one can leheve them Christian generalities 
may arrest the ear ind plei'ie the leason, but they do not, 
and they cannot strike the conscience, compel a man to 
stop let gj hi h 11 on the world and cry out with an 
eaineatni,ss naier telt before 'What shall I do to be 
aveJ' 

It is only the distinguishing doctrines of the Bible, 
urged by those who have felt their power, that can have 
any direct ov permanent influence upon the life and con- 
science of others ; any system short of a recognition of a 
man's apostasy, his pardon and restoration tlwough Jesua 
Christ, with the consequent fruits of a holy hfe, all the 
tremendous issues of which hang upon immediate action, 
any system short of this, may it not be repeated, is in- 
operative and inefficient towards bringing men to repent 
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ancG iiil fith tj holiness ind heiiei! bcli iprs tliere 
aie ill o^er the charJi ot rimst on L^ltll who, under 
God, blew Doddridge ind Bivtei fji tlie joj s t before 
them while saints, singing the song of Moses and ttie 
Lamb, will be crowns ot their lejoiung m the Grt.at Day 

It was this oolenin persua'.iuii of the esa^nti il featuies 
of Bitle tiHlb whith gave such pjTvei to the teaching and 
exainf le <.f Hannah More , a ])owei which oflended some, 
but benefited nioie In all her niitin^s, and in all hei 
plans for human good, her great and esjjeui! design was 
to xtel ind to liie thae mho ajc hst Phis w-js her 
heaits desbue, and it was this whiJi quickened her m her 
long and wean>uine jouintj tmong the neighboimg 
paiishes, e^en afti,r the mfiimitiea of )ge and siiLuesa 
crept o\cr the bodj, and giie \igoi to her pen, while the 
hanithtt held itna^ ciampel with jnin,aul Icnumbei 
by weiknfs= 

The earnest and he< H It j t wh h j t m a 

believing reception of d n t th ft nf u 1 d th 
gloom and austerity, d y t th is n 1 1 can g ve 

such cheerfulness to 1 f and u h h j 1 th T iia 

who asked whether h p rsu te 1 ad n t de^t ed 

her relish foi pleasa tyh jld 4.y nteo 

those who li\e with n y must tak m tetin that 
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, am iieifhti i bi^ot n i a n anthrojie —my "ipi iti ai 3 
good, and e^en ga^ I Lope it 13 no mfiin^emLnt on bet 
ter things to aay, that my bite foi humot, and a soit ot 
sensible nonsense, t, not t whit diminished A hte of ill 
health has no wajs impaued my tonatitutional cheerfulness, 
and I am sometimes altaid thit I foko mi-re than mj shire 
of society." 

Practical Pieh «q, f llo«ed 1 > C hiibfiin Moril , w!iii.h 
soon passed thiongh eleven editions 

But while her pen «ts moie b«,j ind nstiuUne than 
ever, the &istPisnai> compelled to cmtail then labors on 
the Sabbath The M^ndip schools hid smvived the Blag 
don conti'oversy, and, like good children of a healthy stock, 
they looked well and thriving; neither spite nor misrepre- 
sentation could essentially, or for any length of time, im- 
pair an influence like theire ; but neither Hannah nor Patty 
were longer equal to the fatigue of superintending so large 
a field ; three paiishes only continued to share their bene- 
factions, Shipham, Nailsea, and Cheddar, their last, as well 
aa their first love. Here were teachers who had been 
twenty years in their service, faithful and well-approved ; 
men and women, husbands and wives, and heads of families, 
who from little children had grown up in the schools, and 
become worthy citizens, and sen-ants of God : many had 



Healed byGoogIc 



240 H A N S A !i M ORE. 

pa- d tl ! k hs 1 f b I 1 g obtained a 

g 1 p t 1 li f t 1 t 1 t d d ripe with 

!i tw 1 2 J goo 1 d d t J , everywhere 

p Id 11 > d 1 d I t f endly neigh- 

b h 1 J h ipy f 1 til Lf I I fcs and tidy 
h tl I t e^ 1h tl 1 f G d valuable for 

thlftlt Uaatlthht. come. 

N" til B 1 y "IS 00 1 th y who have 

f t 1 th d tl m 1 CO f { Mary, tho 

fa t bo f th I, t 1 C 1 t k her : during 

fi d J f fi plaint escaped 

L 1 p calmly h t Ik d f h me, ' and picked 

t th p m h h Id be 1 t 1 narrow cell. 
Th t th 1 n ly t, bed t was Sunday 

g wl h b tl d h I t. 
H w bl d to d Eist ^ d y | ■ike Hannah, 

td'Kjdtoth h Jist mph d oi'er it." 

rwtytmes dyddth th M remwns : " I 

d d th > t th t TH] 1 (Jon of her 

te 1)1 te B t Saint's Rest," 

d H 11 t r, t y d th th eye of imth 

b b h il tl 11 t tl t,l t 1 fore." 

Th Ap 1 181 

Aa the sumrner came, with its timts and flowers, a jour- 
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ney, with its eliaiige of scene and air, was aeceaaJiry to re- 
cruit the exhiiusted strength of the two younger sisters. 
They went into Surrey and Kent, drove through the enri- 
rons of London, visited Henry Thornton, and passed a day 
with Wilberforce, whom they had not seen for some yeai«, 
the home influences of whose quiet, but elegant house, 
greatly gratified Miss Hannah More. 

" What extensive good has Mr. "VVilbeiforce done among 
young persons of fashion by the intellpctual and religious 
intercour of h f m ly 1 e 1 cla e It vi? not only 
in bis pi bl c wt nd outwa d 1 fe tl it Vt II e lor was a 
Chi'istiai tl o Voso u of h s fa n Ij n 1 s nterc ur e 

with his ch Id e the f •inL -jnd cl 1. 1 ne 1 co rt y ot 

his manners n d ly 1 f e erjth ng le 1 a le ated 

tone of p ety 

" A few such hours," said she, " where inqniring minds 
know that they shall meet with good company, in the best 
sense of the word, would, I am sure, fortify the minds, and 
cheer the spirits, as well as confirm the principles of many. 
I know that many have been deterred from the sodety of 
religious persons by some want of discretion and delicacy, 
which they have been glad to magnify, in order to get 
quite out of the connection ; I am, however, aware, that 
all ones prudence is not sufficient to clear away the charge 
21 
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of entli'.isksm which tlic world m ever watching for an oc- 
casion fo bring forward ngainat those who exhihit a more 
thun ordinary degree of stvictness, — but this they must be 
contented to bear for tlieir Gi-eat Master, who bore so 
niuch for them." 

But a great improveaieiit was ah'eady visible in the 
higher daaa of English society : " Twenty years ago," said 
Jane Porter, " wliile a child, I ha\e cried to hear people at 
the table scoff so at religion, with, nobody daring to defend 
it : now such a thing would not he tolerated." 

ing seriousness and respect for religious things 
ere manifest; the Sabbath was more strictly 
; scoffing and levity upon sacred truths, were 
not only considered vulgar, but undignified and frowned 
upon. A higher and better tone of morrtl feeling began to 
pervade the public prints, and the tendency among all 
classes seemed to be upward : no small part of this change 
may be traced to tlie infiuenoe of Hannah More, whose 
literary fame preceded and opened the way for her 
religions writings. Known and admired as she had been 
in the most elegant and learned drcles of the metropolis, 
it happily became the fashion to read her productions, and 
thus her works had an entrance and an unconsciou'! influ- 
ence in circles otherwise adverse to religious reading of so 



Healed byGoogIc 



FALLING LEAVES. 2*3 

decided a cbaractor, and indeed, to religious reading of fmy 
kind, Nor did fashion here show her usual fickleness: 
Hiss More continued to be read and re-read, published and 
drculated, wilJi an evet-increasing interest and improve- 
ment ; nor can we ever imagine the time to be, when the 
Shepherd of Salisbury Plain shall not he reckoned among 
the most beautiful, touching, and tmthful illustrations of 
the power of divine grace. 

But while our pen I'ecords her worth, she has left the 
raansioa of Wilberforce, and taken her way to Strawberry 
Hill, now the residence of Lady Waldegrave, where a 
thousand recollections of the past, partly pleasing, but 
more painful, filled her heart. Here too was Hampton, 
where for thirty years she had passed a portion of every 
winter with Mrs. Gavricli. It had now been several years 
since they had met. Of all the old circle who first wel- 
comed her to London, Mrs. Garrick alone was living, and 
she was past ninety. Miss More hastened to see her; she 
was away, but the library, the lawn, the temple of Shak- 
speare — she would see all for the last time I Contrast her 
feelings now with the glow of youthful enthusiasm which 
lighted her soul, and quickened her step, as she ran over 
the iawn, and stood in the temple forty yeai-s before. 
Youth and healtJi were then hera ; life, sportive, gay. 
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literary, intellectual, waa full of present gladness aod future 
promise. What blossoms of liope iiing in her path I but 
Low little did she foresee or dream what tta fruit should 
be : forty years of summer and winter, of spring-time and 
harvest ; how macy circles broken, how many graves ai'e 
grass-grown. "What wit, what talents, what vivacity, 
what friendship hare I enjoyed in this place," she said 
tearfully. " Where are they cow ? I have been mercifully 
spared to see the vanity and emptiness of everything that 
is not connected with eternity ; and seeing this, how heavy 
will my condemnation be, if I do not lay it to heart." 

Her frame is feeble, her t p t tte h fat.e 

wrinkled with age ; the air i h llj S th tw d 
perishetb, but within, what afiutn tiflh p 
less, how exhaustless ! What f t 1 II wl at 

strength, what vigor, what sei t wh t p b th 

that sinking aiid sickly frame ! It tli 1 H ! w 

from Christ, the living head. 

The travellers returned i» P 1 'W 1 1 tli 
autumn, Mr. Wilberforee, with h w t d d ht 
spent a few delightful days at th f d at f 
tellectual and religious sunshi at ft d 

called by one of the sons of th f 1 ^ i A n w 
Bouroe of interest and activity ope d p tl t rs 1 y 
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the formation of a Bvanoh Bible Society, in tlie paiish of 
Wrington. The great difficulty in obtaining anything like 
an adequate supply of Bibles fur either home or foreign 
circulation, led to the foundation of the Foreign Bible 
Sodety as eai'ly as 1803, in which all religirus parties 
united, alike without regard to party or sect. ]Jfo society 
ever had a broader or more blessed mission; iia operations 
were confined to no creed or countiy : its field was the 
world. When a few used to raret in Mr. Hardcaatle'a 
counting-room, to consult together and prepare measures 
for its formation, Mr. 'Wilbsiforee came also. It ivas 
planted a very littie seed ; it grew up and " became a 
goodly tree, which yielded her fruit every month, and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of tJie nations," 

The fli'st anniversary of tie Wiington Branch, was held 
on the grounds of Barley "Wood ; the spiritual climate 
being cold, none of the Mondip gentry wem sufficientiy 
warmed witii the subject to open theii' mansions. The 
meeting was held in the wagon-yard — one hundred sat 
down to dinner, and as it was a fine day, tiie ovei'flowiiigs 
from the Louse diaed under the trees. 

"Some may think it would have been better to add 
£20 to our subscription," said Miss More to Wilberforce, 
"and save ourselves so much trouble; but we tatce this 
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troullp lim 1 comictl n rf tliu ontri } Th" miny 
young pprsoQa ut foitima preiiGnt, bj assisting m this little 
festivity, will kirn to eoniiact tlie idfa of innocpnt clieoffiil 
ness with that of r lynus 'societies, and 'may go and 
do likewise' Foi no othei cause on earth woull we pn 
counter s) mui-h fatigue" They ill enjojed themsehes 
exi^eding!) , an 1 the hwn Iwd i!l thi j,^i.t\ ut i [ulit. 
garden. 

L t h 1 B 1 J Woi- 1 d "t 'ft i ■ t 
t b t g f m tl V, t A I ly f m M 

chus ttjyh ist. n Idhlk — d 

h tddH hM y — f 1 t I 

M M waa b t ty fi j 11 t tl 

t I w h th y h 11 t Ts If 

ghte — d k h 1 1 th f 11 m t ly f 

i mH 1 ght H d es f b! k mb w th 

pi d bl ] h dk h f t 1 f II 

ffl 1 m 1 &p B t h rat — (/ i w tl 

1 m t p d f q tly th 1 tat f '^ p- 
t "\Vh mm il d I k I t Id 1 w 

th ght g t 1 1 d he (1 d by th Am 

1 ply Oh t y 1 h 1 1 b th m 

ftlfwtlt.ltslp% jh b d 

f 1 Tl L i 18 ffl t pi 1 to pi i th 
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feeblest iiistcumenta in hia service^— do not praise me, but 
give God the glorj, it is all of JTim ! You are very en- 
couraging, and I need encouragement.' 

" Miss Move said, ' We miglit thiiik it an odd speech she 
wia abuut t mike, but tbat we (tlie tlBigymin inl ks 
■n f^ wlio iciompannd iiip) could '-ciichIj have fsund •* 
diy m unnj jetrs ^■ihen they weie situited a^ they werp 
to diy The Biistol Fair is now held, hut wo do not 
appro\e ot feii-b, and ne^ei allow our aeivanta to go — 
Bonapaite'9 carn^e, however, has been a mattei of greit 
cuno&iLj m tliib fcimily, and one of my sisters his gone 
wifh four of our servants (fot vii, dare not tiust them 
ilone) to gratify then innocent, tl ough ndiculous cuiiositj, 
and you must receive it as a particular mark of friendship 
(at tie same time taking Mrs. T.'s hand) if we ask you 
to take a hit of boiled beef with na — but we must wait on 
ourselves,' and if, under such circumstances, you will par- 
take with us, we shall he happy to have you,' 

"On our fearing that to dine with them would detain 
us too long, she kindly sad we must take some lefresh- 
ment. She gav'c us cold mutton, tliced with bread and 
butter, and beer, all excellent. In the time it was prepar- 
ing, we went over her cottage, which is neatly elegant, 
having a beautiftil verandah in front, ornamented with a 
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variety of flowers, and roso-treei', in bloom, rising even to 
the thatched roof, which covers this interesting dwelling. 
She showed us into a 'chamber for a friend,' commanding 
a prospect of the whole of Wrington valley, in which are 
situated twelve paiish churches, and was the birth-place of 
John Locke, to wlioae memory she has a monument in lier 
garden Fuither west may be seen t\io ishnd^ in the 
aea, about nme miles from the shore, and she obs ned 
that 'then nearest maikettown m the sanip duectioti is 
Boston, so,' said hlie.'nhen you leach home lorl '-ist- 
ward, and think of mi 

' Miss Moie t.ld us the jhco wis much tndp^ied to 
them, fiom the cite imstanc« ot then hiving pknttd ci'iy 
tree, and sbiuV and even hid the fiiat stone foi building 
their cjttage about tluitcen years hcfoie, with then cnn 
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"Miss More was not well enough to walk with m over 
her grounds, but on our return to the howse, we enjoyed 
her delightful discourse a little longer in the drawing-rooui. 

" She said much of the evils of hoardiag up wealth, and 
mentioned the death of a fi'iend the previous week, by the 
name of Renolds, who gave away his immense property, 
restricting himself to bare neeeasarlea. 

"'Indeed,' said she, 'an avaricious professoi" of religion, 
ia an anomaly that I cannot understand.' 

" Mr, T. sfud it was a subject on wliicK he should preach 
from his own pulpit, when he returned home, 

" ' Do,' said Miss More, ' and take for your text, But 
thou, man of God, flee these things, Timothy iv. 11th, 
and think of me.' 

" Miss More mentioned 'good news from India' — that a 
Bishop had written thit he was then on the sei going to 
another part of his diocpse which ww fi^e Ihou'iind miles 
in extent, and that a Bnmm of hij,h ci.'.to was htely urn 
verted, entirely by hia own study of the Scnptures ( ind 
yetitia said,' she rpmiikfd th = al no is tf no use) and 
that he, with moie thin two hundred f hi-i ciste «eie 
soon to he baptize 1 when he mfendpd lora ng ta En oj e, 
to a university. 

"Her sister remarked 'that the evening before. Lord 
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TiDiDoutli and the Bishop of Gloucester had vmtui them, 
aBd that tliej had sat conversing until three o'clock in the 
raorning, and all the time the words went as rapidly from 
one to the other, as the bird of a hattle-door.' " 

Is not this a pleasant -visit? Can we not almost see 
the Lady of the Manor in her black cambric dress, and full 
ruffled cap ? But, oh, to hear her ! 

Meanwhile Miss More was ready to issue another work, 
an essay to the Life and "Writings of St. Paul— the fii'st 
edition of which sold the fii-st day, and she has not a 
single cofj to prp^ent to hw sistei- It is a di criminating 
and beautiful portr-ut of this eminent tpostle, whoae wn 
tings she hid studiel with profjuud inteiest Three jeais 
had scarcely pa=sed since the fii^'t hrei^h m the fimily 
circle, when Elizibeth, oi Bett> i^ she wis f mihirly 
called followed her sister to the heiienh hnd For miny 
years, the Bible had formed her chief reading, and although 
a natural reserve prevented her from spealcing with free- 
dom of her interior life, yet 

" When fiiith and lore, which pai'led from bur never, 
Had ripen'd her just soul to dwell with Qod, 
Meekly did she regigu tliia earthly bad, 
Of deatJ], cfillei life, whicli ua from life doQi SBTer." 
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^\l \ 1 1 i d il 1 lire 

1 1 J 1 I th J f L t d t 

11 1 th H 1 55 t th t ly t 

B 1 y W d f 1th fel h 11 ■« 1 flj f It 

th te IT g m t f th 1 111 t 

d t 1 h w m y w3i 1 th U wl I 

wh h I to b k pt L t f w 11 

cTil ted h us 1 Id Id d 1 th p U f 

h pos t Of d I t I d d pi t m J 

i g 1 dl ! 

Th y 1816 d th b is t ls. d ty de- 

p=s fb dmm tliElh 

p pi "W 1 Ih d 1 th t y 1 111 Uh 

so <^ f th t la tl I 1 t f 

p ce mm d t ly t- tl t | l ty d ll-o d d 
a ty 1 h 1 b ni ts ^ D te t 

beg y h to p lb giy d t f 

fm t'^iblwhll pplm 

tra It Ilk mftd Iwr^e 

tl 11 tb t b d i ly f th t m w 

V 1 b th It f f 1 b t h f fid I 

tgsld fltthflm ThLod mitte 

are again id motion ; measures must be takeo to circulate 
throughout the veJtis and- arteries of sotiety pure blood, ar 
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tie nil 1 nUlec itelljtlel 1 Among the pub- 
lications of the da) M us Mo s t acts aod songs again 
play 'i 1 St ag al e I pirt "W II Ch p re-appeaved upon 
the sta^e V llage Disputa t tl e tiUe having been 
slighllj altered aj dly a th y gh ten editions. Her quiet 
insight of ju t what v <s neces=a v hei true womaji's tact, 
which -ier es the sei ao veil often enabling them to reach 
the justest conclus on w thout a tioul lesome argument, 
cause 1 a f esh d man 1 uj on 1 e ] en at this time, 

"I d d ot Ih k of t n ng balhd monger in my old 
ago," she SI b t the t o ^ i d u j,ent representations 
whiet I have had fi'om the highest quarter of the alarming 
temper of the times, and the spirit of revolution which 
shows itself more or less in all the manufacturing towns, 
led me to undertake as a duty, a task I would gladly have 
avoided." 

She set herself to worlc, and in a few weeks, wrote a 
dozen penny and half-penny articles, thousands and tens of 
thousands of which were circulated fer and wide. 

" I fear the antidotes are not strong enough to oxpel tlio 
deeply-rooted poison," she says, " but each must do what 

('These are awful times, and this tempestuous weather, 
by putting a stop to the sowing of corn, I fear is preparing 
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for us another season of sciivoity. But the Lord God 
omnipotent reignetli ; what consolation to be assui'ecl of 
this !" 

Ara not here the gi'and elements A t>atient, eame&t 
doing in the Master's work ? Everj Chriitiau who nnd r- 
afjinds his relation to God and his tellow men (ind who 
dares profess ignorance in thi'i iliy S) unJpistands ilso thr* 
he has a Ufe-worh before hiro, to do iihieh, greit as the 
work may seem, t«o simple elements alone ai'e necessary, 
— do what you can m the steady hdwf that God is at the 
helm. He demands your =enjw, and jou naed his dii'cc- 

Miss More wrote and published, and re-published many 
of her former tracts and stories, suited to the present ex- 
igencies while hei Innd «as weak, and hei heait was 
aching to behold the dow and suie decay of hei sister 
&ally, whose spiigbtlinpfs anj wit spiiLled even amid tho 
gathering jUb of a closing life For miny months she 
knew there ^(as nj prospect of leoo^eij neither ould any 
alleMation of the disca«(> (Orojij) bo hoped U, and she 
looked earnestly upward toi those <,onsohtion^ which God 
iJone tan confer upon the soul m its hour of e!.tremes6 
need While 'Jtil! below her "uflenngs w^re -iometimes in- 
tense, which drew forth the fiequent exclamation, " Poor 
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Sallj, you are in dreadful pain," " I am indeed, but it is 
well," was her calm reply. Indeed, bo much did she 
eDJoy the society of her friends, so playful sljll was her 
conversation, so quiet and patient her appearance, that few 
could believe her situation dangerous. 

Though yet able to stay in the family sitting-room, and 
employ herself a little with her work-basket, she gave up 
her old seat at the bow-window, where she loved to ait 
and watch the spring-flowers, lest the beauties of the 
earthly tjceiie might draw her away from the frequent con- 
templation of the heavenly. At last, no longer able to 
bear a sitting posture, she was asiiisted up stiurs — ^for the 
last time, she well knew : before leaving she looked back, 
and east a parljng glance about the room : it was a silent 
and solemn fai-ewell: no word was spoken. Her suffer- 
ings greatly increased, so that with difflcullj she could 
restrain the most piercing groans ; unable to hear any con- 
nected reading, Hannah and Patty repeated detached 
verses from the Bible, in which she often joined. Once, 
when she had liun long insensible, a fiivorite text was re- 
cited, when she suddenly exeliuraed, " Can anything be 
finer than tliat I it makes one's face shine !" 

When life seemed nearly gone, her physician took her 
by the hand, and hade her good-moniing : lifting her 
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hands in holy transport, slis said, "Oh ! for the glorious 
morning of the resurrection ! but there are some gray 
clouds between." 

Her ejaculations all betokened a trusting aod believing 
heart. " Oh 1 the blood of Cbii^tl He died for me' 
God was man ' Talk of the cros^ thp pipaaus cross the 
King of Lo^e'" 

" Blessed Jeius" n le Hi 1 f-f woiJ- M]iit!i d«(.k upon 
her lips. "Fjui months," \intes Hinnah t' Mi's Ken- 
nicott, "we ha\s witched o^er her incre'ssicg disease 
Poor Patty and I witthcd oiu thu bod of &ufferinn, but 
our distress was mingled «ith much consohtion I cannot 
do justice to her huraihtj, hii patience, her submiaaoD 
It was sometimes moie than resij, nation, it was a spmtual 
triumph o\er the suffering of hei tormented bodj She 
often said, ' I h-ive nevei pm^d foi K;,oveiv, but pardon 
I do not fear death, but sm ' 

" My three sisters h i^e quitted the wot H in the ^imc 
order of suecesaiou as thpy enteted it My tuin, in coui-se, 
would he next Pr'^y for rae thit I miy <f • ind suffer the 
whole will of Gfod " 

A friend who vwted Badej Wood iftei the list Had 
bereavement, ostites thus of the remaining two sisters 
"Feeling as they do, very deeply, the sad irreach made in 
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266 HANNAH MORE. 

tlieir circle, they are wisely, cheerfully, and piously sub- 
missive to this appoiotmeiit of Providence ; and neither 
their talents nor tJieir vivacity are in the least subdued, I 
am disposed to believe that they will be blessed to the last 
witb tlie retention of those facullies which they have era- 
ployed so well. With Patty I had a long .and interesting 
conversation. This interesting woman is siiflering with ex- 
emplary paljenca the greatest pain : not a murmur escapes 
her, though at night especially groans and cries are inevi- 
tably extorted, and the moment after the paroxysm, she is 
ready to resume with full interest and animation, whatever 
may have been the subject of conversation. Hannah is 
still heiBelf She took the Eev. Charles Forster and me to 
drive to Brocldey Combe ; in the course of which her 
anecdotes, her wit, her powers of criticism, and her ad- 
mirable talent at recitation, had ample scope." 

How serene and beautiful is this picture ! We forgot 
that old age and sicltness are there, — old age and sickness 
BO repulsive to the eye of blooming and buoyant youth, 
BO uninteresting and unattractive to the b isy and bustling 
of middle life. Hannah is seventy-three, and Patty is an 
invalid, so, when Sally died, who oared for the flowers, 
"The garden will be neglected," said some, " there is no 
one left to do like Sally !" Ah ! no : Hannah went out to 
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meet the spring flowers ; she gathered tbe : oses and boimd 
up the lioDojsuokles, and the gavdun bloomed .13 sweetly 
as it uaed to : so the soul s 
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CHAPTEIl XV. 

MiBS Mori site at her desk corfeoting tlie fifteenth 
edition of Celebs, and ttie eleventh of Pracljcal Piety. She 
speaks thus, "In spite of the dull task of reforming pointe 
and particles, I found the reviaal of the last especially a 
salutary and mortifying employment. How easy it is fo 
be good upon paper ! I felt myself humbled, even to a 
Bense of hypocrisy, to observe (for I bad forgotten the 
book) bow very fer short I had fallen of tlie habits, and 
piinciples, and interior sanctity, which I had found it so 
easy to recommend to others. I hardly read a page which 
did not carry some reproach to my own heart. I frequently 
think of a lino wbioli Prior puts into the moutii of Sol- 

' They brought my Proverbs to eonfuto my lifi? ' " 
" Celebs in search of a Wife" had now been before tha 



Healed byGoogIc 



public about ten years, and its rapid sale botli in England 
and the United States testified its gi'eat populniity. The 
author's profits for the first year amounted to ten thousand 
dollai's : a reward, as it were, for the exercise of her 
talents, under severe and protracted bodily suffering. 
" JTever was more pain bound up in t"0 volumes," she 
said. The work contains a beautiful portrait of woman as 
she should be, and we only wish there were more Lueillas 
for the incjuiring Celebses of our own day ; weve there 
more like Celebs, there possibly might be more Lueillas, if, 
as ill trade, the demand creates a supply : cei-tain it ia, 
that men in search of wives often strangely overlook those 
. traits of character and principles of action most necessary 
to the happiness of maiTied life, while beauty, wealth, or 
accomplishment possess a market value greatly beyond 
their real woi'tb. It is curious to see how many incon- 
siderate marriages take place every year within one's own 
observation ; how puzzled many a man and woman would 
be in answering the single inquiry, "What do you want in 
a wife !" " "What kind of a husband will you have !" The 
hastiness and ineonsideration with which so many enter into 
this most important and seiious relation is one great cause 
of the indifference and disappointment which, oftener than 
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■ne are generally awaro, clouds and soul's the m.in'iBd lifo 
of multitudes. 

"We ivould advise j'oung men to veiid Celebs: they 
would learn from it some capital hints, excellent adnoe, 
and reliable principles, to guide tbem in tbat pefplexing 
and anxious search, which may lead to the greatest earthly 
happiness, or tlie bitterest cartlily sorrow. 

Dr. Henderson, the charming tourist of Iceland, found 
Celebs enlivening the long evenings of many a drole in 
that ice-bound region ; Swedish youths learned from it 
Jessons of wisdom; it was ti'anskted into French and Ger- 
man ; and may it not he hoped that young men and 
maidens, and the newly mai'ried, became wiser and better 
for having read it. 

Nor was Russia impenetrable to her influence. The 
"Shepherd of Salisbury Plain," with "Charles the Foot- 
man," and several of their exeallent companions, made an 
extensive dreuit throughout that empire ; and sbe received 
the assurance from a pious Russian Princess, that tliey 
were opening tho way for other works of a liindred char- 
acter, 

India also reaped the benefit of her laboi^. Portions 
of "Moses in the Bulrushes" were presented to Miss More, 
written in Cingalese on the Palmyra leaf, and many of her 
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writings were ti'anslated both in Taraul aud Cingalese. 
Sir Alexander Johnstone, Chief Justice of Ceylon, on Lis 
return to England, visited Barley Wood, to assure her of 
the interest ivhieh they excited araong the natives, and to 
hespeat a poem from her gifted pen, to be sung on the an- 
niversary of the abolition of domestic slavery on that 
island. Servitude existed among the Dutch settlers of 
Ceylon, when it fell into the hands of tlie English, who at 
the IJme, guaranteed to all the inhabitants their rights of 
private property ; nor were they willing to relinquish (lis 
among the rest, until Sir Alexander haring secured to 
them some important privileges from the English govern- 
ment, in gratitude to hira, they resolved, that all children 
born of tieir skves after the 13th of \ugust 181C si uld 
become free. Miss Mora wrote a iittle Irimif c poem 
called the " Feast of Freedom,'- which waa tranal ted mto 
the native language, by two young pn ts tlipn recemng 
an English education under the care of Dr. Adam Clarke. 
The " Peast of Freedom" became a great favorite in Ceylon, 
the following extract of which gives utterance, throno'h the 
mouth of Sabat, holding in his hand the "Word of God, to 
the sound and healthy sentiments which fill the whole piece: 
"This is the boon which England send?, 
It brealts Hie oliain of sin : 
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Oil, bkst eicliange for fiflgfaiit groves 1 
Oil, barter moat divine [ 

It yields a ti'ade of noblest gain, 

While other tratJes may qiies ; 
A few short years of cara and pain, 

For endless, perfect bliss. 

This shows us freedom how to use. 

To love our daily labor ; 
Forbids our time iii sloUi to lose. 

Or riot with our neighbor. 

Then let our masters gladly find 

A free man works the fusici- : 
Who serves his God with hoart and mind, 

wm better serve his master." 

" What a pleasure must it affui'tl you, my dear Madani," 
wrote the chief justice to the author, " to liave the power 
of producing such moral improvement by your writings, 
not only throughout Europe, but throughout Asia also ! 
For I am convinced that your writinga have bad a greater 
effect, and have been more generally read, than any other 
works which ha^■e been, written for the last hundred 
years." 
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The neU pilgnms to Idile^ Wood, Mi&s koie iijc, aie 
two very lateresting and soEaiUo Peraians, who hive been 
studying tbe litentuie, aits and Rcicnces ot this country, 
and are retuining home with gieat ■ioquisitions of knowl 
edge. I oe\er saw any Asiatics before who had energy 
spirit, and tuiiusity these ali, ill 'ili\'' In my gwden is 
an urn to the memory < t Loike, who wis hoin m our vil 
iage-; when they ^aw it they etchimed m riptuie, 
'Whatl Ltokc tlie metaphysician '' They go to om dif 
ferent places of woi^hip, attend Bible, and other pubhc 
meetings, ind seem to haie fewer prejudices agiinst Chiis 
tianity than jou would suppose They paiticularly adniue 
Job and Isanh, iind tho e jaiis of the Old Testament 
which have the most oiientaham Their figuips and co^ 
tume are striking, their manners vary genteel. I was 
amused to see the Mohammedans drink a little wine. The 
most literary of the two wished to have something of mine 
as a memento. I gave him Practical Iiety which he siid 
he would translate when he got home 

The formation and growth of tht, religious ii stitations 
which have so distinctly marked the beginning of the 
pre'ient centuiy was a source of unspikible gratitude 
to Hinnah More; — And "I sometimf? regiet, foolishly 
enough," she said, " that some of my eaihest in 1 dearest 
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friends did not live to promote and rejoice ill Jae wonderful 
proaperitj of such as each pai'lJculnrly delighted in. Dean 
Tucker, Dr. Eennicotl, and Bishop Home would have been 
among the most zealous siippoi-ters of the converaion of the 
Jews, as Dr. Johnsou would of the Slave abolition and 
the Bible and Missionary socieljes. Bishop Pofteus would 
have rejoiced in the prosperity of all. To descend to ao 
poor a thing as myself and my writings, the gratification I 
feel in that measure of success which it has pleased God to 
grant unworthy me, when so many abler and better per- 
sons have been neglected, is much diminished by the loss 
of the above-named, and many others, who would have 
talsen a warmer interest in what coneemed me than I de- 
served, and that from partial kindness. But all this is 
necessary, salutary, and right." 

In the spj'ing of 1818, both sisters were so much shat- 
tered by sickness, that fiiends suspended their accustomed 
visits to Barley Wood, and left the invalids to that undis- 
turbed repose, which they greatly needed. Its benefits 
, iipon the eldest were soon apparent ; both mind and body 
wera improved, and sho, under that abiding sense of 
" doing with her might," immediately beg-an and prepared 
a small work, containing twelve short papai-s or essays 
called, "Moral Sketches of Prevailing Opinions and Man- 
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ners, Foreign and Domestic," to wliich were added Iier 
"Reflections on Prayer," so deseiTcdIy Imown and admired 
in this country. 

T]w first edition sold on tlie first day, and realized fifteen 
thousand dollars. 

In spite of the great popularity and excellent tendency 
ot her writings, Miaa More seems ever to have made a low 
estimate of her merits, declaring on one occasion " that the 
only remarkable thing which belonged to her as an author 
was, that she had wiitten eleven books after the age of 

The attaciimcnt of the two surviving sisters was most 
tender and true ; they had lived much together ; their 
Sunday labors had been equally shared ; they loved the 
same things, and in company had visited often and again 
the same places; the "sweet sense of Hndred" had beGn 
strengthened hy the hallowed associations of a long and 
endeared partnership in every good word and work, and 
now they two were all that were left to love of the happy 
band that ones sported over the green at the Dominie's 
door, in old Stapleton. How honored a household ! Blest 
were they among women. 

As months and years passed by, each were admonished, 
that frail was her hold on life ; and each sought to live in 
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a state of constant preparation for the last summons. Miss 
Patty wrote in tcr aoconnt-book, " This is the last I shall 
ever wiiiit ;" and every scrap of paper in her desk, hore record 
of a willing and wdting spirit : yet " she is eyes, and hands, 
and feet," to Hannah, who might well exclaim, "How can 
I give thee up !" 

The Wilberfoi-ces made a short sojourn to Barley Wood 
in the early part of September, 1819, sure of a warm 
and friendly welcome from Miss Hannah, oven on a sick 
bed, and from Miss Patty, animated and full of spirits as 
could be, it being a difScult thing to imagine ber long 
either crushed or cowed by bodily infirmitj'. On the last 
day of their visit, Patty accompanied them to dear old 
Cheddar, Ei-ockly Combe, and among the green winding 
ways of the region, and then remained up long after 
her usual IJme, talking over Hannah's first introduction to 
London, with all her wonted animation. It was late when 
she carae to her sister's bedside, to say good-night, " Our 
Wilberforce and I have had such a nice hour's chat," said 
she, cheerfully. A few hours later and she awoke in the 
pangs of death. " Oh, I love my sufferings," she ex- 
claimed ; "they come from God, and I love everything 
which comes from him." 

Whenever the mind wandered, the ruling passion, strong 
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OOLDBN HARVEST. 267 

in death, issued its orders like these, "Be sure let that old 
woman have her shoes," " Do not forget the oM man's 
clothes/'—intent still upon those ohjects which had formed 
lier chief interest and daily business of many years. 

I i ' t 1 th t k my hi f 

rthly f t, mi ns 11 1 f 11 w 1 b 

I 1 t tell y th t mj g f qu tc G a 1 bt 
' 's th t U It h th w k p I 1 

tl 1 t fh 1 1 m feht d p dm 
1" If "«h I d h fi tely 

& ^ her Q II / 1 I ash m 1 f J 

■" ^ ^ I t ly J h that t has n t been 

m d w th mm g th t,ht— I k ss tl d 1 

ad th h d th t pi J Lid t so m h 1 od 
myl thmym wbh py 

f I bl G d th t h w I d t 1 th t 

h last t 1 th h h p w h t th t J p d 

feelmg/oc me, what I now feel for her, and though I must 
finish my journey alone, yet it is a very short portion of 
my pilgrimage which remdns to be accomplished." 

" In our numerous charity schools, aho had exerted her- 
self for thirty-two years with the most unwearied perse- 
verance," wrote Miss More, " and I may be allowed to add 
(now she is gone) with great snccess in training up num- 
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bers of useful members of tbe eomniuiiity and many soula 
for heaven. Never was any private individual more lamen- 
ted. Our poor gardener sdd 'she had made as many 
garments for the poor as Dorcas, and had aa many tears 
shed over her death-bed.' Several funeral sermons were 
preached for her in the neighborhood, and our neighbors 
have put on mourning." 

Almost every day used to come messages or applica- 
tions to Barley "Wood, from the poor, or sick or needy of 
the surrounding parishes, in quest of reUef and sympathy, 
found always within its friendly gates. For several weeks 
after Miss Patty's death, no one of them knocked at the 
door, or came near the house. At last, the schoolmaster 
of Shipham with his donkey and panniers came to receive 
his stated supply of books for the schools. "It is very 
long since we have seen any of you," said Miss Hannah. 
"Why, madam, they be so cut up, they have not the heart 
to come," answered the old man mournfully. 

Letters of sympathy, affeclioii, and condolence came in 
upon the mourner from all quarters, and friends flocked 
around, to relieve by their kind olfiees that void which 
none again could fill : nor does she turn aside from these 
lesser alleviations, which may come ui}on the parched soul 
like the soft and refreshing fall of tbe summer dew, 
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"Many people under a similar affliction are apt to say, 
that it ia of too deep a nature to admit of consolation 
from the sympathy of fi'iends. I am not of their opinion," 
said this honored discipla. "I fee! the sympathy of kind 
and christian friends very soothing to my mind, and T 
hlesa God for affording me in his mercy and goodness, 
such a source of comfort." 

The withered branch will not long survive, — so thought 
and feared the fiiends who waited and watched around 
her. During the spring and summer of 1820, she seemed 
gradually wasting beneath tlie repeated and violent seizures 
of her old compliant — speaking of her burning fever, 
"Nothing but fie last icy hand will cool me," said she. 
"Poor Patty, I shall soon join her. I Lope I shall feel the 
same patience and submission as dear Patty did, I have 
great comfort and quietness in my mind." 

"I have never known," she said to a clerical friend, 
" much of those triumplis, which I hear of, but I have never 
been destitute of consolatJon, tnist, and reliance— not that 
unauthorized calmness, which some deem to be always a 
symptom of peace to the soul." 

"You have been a blessing to the world," spake one 

" No, mine has been hut a poor little way — I have dona 
23* 
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nothing, t could do nothing, Tho righteousness, mercies, 
and merits of Christ are all in all." 

" How long, oh Lord, how long," she exclaimed, in the 
extremity of her suffering. 

"If you need all this, madam," said one of her attend- 
ants, " we may be well filled with dismay." 

" The blood of Christ is sufHdent : there is no acceptance 
for the best without it, and with it, the worst need not fear 
obtmning pardon and salvation upon repentance, but it 
must be profound heart-repmtlance." 

Months of suffering passed over her, testing the sincerity 
and the unspeakable value of her christian faith; her 
resignation in sorrow, her patience in sickness, her forgive- 
ness of injuries, afforded a most eloquent commentary 
upon the blessed doctrines which it was ever the aim of 
Iier writings to enforce. But God was graciously pleased 
to raise np this aged servant, and again restore to her a 
comfortable measure of health. 

In the worst of her illness, Cadell wi'ote to entreat her 
to prepare a preface for a new edition of "Moral Sketches," 
with a short tribute to our lamented king. " My fi'iend 
wrote him word it was utterly impossible," she related 
afterwards, "that I might as well attempt to fly as to write. 
A week after, supposing me to be better, he agtun renewed 
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his entreaty. 1 was not better, but worse. I fancied, how- 
ever, tliat what was difficult might not bo impossible. So 
having got everybody out of tha way, I furniafied myself 
with pen, ink, and paper, whicli I concealed in my bed, 
and next morning in a high fever, with my pulso above a 
hundred, without having formed one thought, bolstered 
up, I began to scribble. I got on about aeven pages, my 
hand being almost as incompetent as my head. I hid my 
scrawl, and said not a word, while my doetoi" and my 
friend wondered at my increased debility. After a strong 
opiate, I next moftiing returned to my task of seven pages 
m d d 1 d y 1 t 11 <fib] p j t y 

f 1 t t b d 1 y X g t w 11 Id 1 

b t 1 1 d tb k g 1 as ca d th £,h by rt 
ffft t«mpl ttd pf^etth 

th bt "i will 1 h p sel my If 

tb t tl 1 ht d h Id h m d ts w y p ily 
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Lasl tb t f l! t Ite t th t th y h 

k w Th [ f h m ^, 1 f « 

J 11 p t f fh te d th t 

t, ttl t ^ 

Neither sickness nor sorrow seemed to subdue tlie won- 
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2^2 HASNAlt MORE. 

derfiil elasticity of her mind, ever alert to the call of duty, 
pressing into the service a iveek and siiffei'Jng frame. 

Having been called upon to make some ari'angements 
which anticipated the future, she added, "STot that I ha\'e 
the remotest idea of living through the wintei-, but ve 
muhipian for time, smdprepare for eternity." 

" I often think," she said one day, " that we are not 
thankful enough for negative mercies. I have often felt 
grateful that I have never bpen confined in a mad-house, a 
pnsoD or a Lourt " 

Thus her lips Jroj^ped manm While slowly regaining 
stiength, unal) a to endure either much company or great 
fatigue, =he relieved the monotony of her confinement by 
compo=iiig "Bible Rhjmes," pleasant httle verses fur the 
young, for whose >relfire she was always tenderly con- 
cerned 

" People ire too apt it an <id\ ucpd age," she remarked, 
"toimaginB, leciuse the) weie able to do but iittJe, they 
were exempted from doing anything, but our work is 
ne\er finished while we aie on eirth, ind when we have 
but one talent lett, we mu-t -tm - to the last to make the 
most of it " 

Narrow as her sphere of active usefulness had neces. 
sarily become, she is not content to live upon her past 
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greatness, but vtith diligent hand still busies herself in 
humbler works, which interest, but not o'ertask. 

"I can find sufficient employment, which, if not splen- 
did, is not quite useless," she writes to an old friend. "At 
Bristol, Clifton, and Batb, they have an annual bazaar for 
the different charitable sotielj^, which, by means of con- 
tributions of ladies' different work, produces a good deal 
of money. You will say, that in my old age, I am 
brought so low as to write half-penny papers. Every year 
, I write some siich trifle. Tiie ladies who conduct the 
bazaars in the different places, get these paltry papers 
printed sometimes on colored papers, and by selling them 
for a shilling, £20 have been collected in a year. I spend 
all my leisure in knitting garters and mufiatees, a little 
decorated ; these, by the lady-euatomers giving five times 
more than they are worth, bring in the year no contempt- 
ible sum." 

No one, perhaps, ever set more value ou her time than 
did Hannah More, or how else could she have accom- 
plished so much, with the various hindrances which sick- 
ness and sodety threw in her way ? 

" What a large portion of time may be improvidently 
squandered !" she remarks ; " what days and nights may 
vaste themselves, if not criminally, yet i»*- 
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cmisuluately, — if not InailpJ vntk evil, jut destitute of 
good, — how much consumpd in worthless employmenfa, 
frivclous amusements, listless inilolence, idle residing, and 
vain imagmations, — and one can never maUo a nght use 
of time, who turns it oier to diance, or who lives without 
any definite scheme foi its employment, or any fi\ed objtct 

Let the >oung Chii>,tim pond"! thii ; yout time may 
he joui gteitest txltnt, 

" Wliat wilt thou fcaj in heaver 

When the M'tstei a'lts whit Imst thou done 
"With the tilent I hive ^iven i 

Upcn tlll^ suljttt "hi igiin speiks Let us take heed. 

" Through the unwearied kindness of more Christian 
friends than any other unworthy creature was ever blessed, 
I see through ' my looij-hole of retreat,' or rather hear of 
whatever interesting is going on. My conclusion is, that 
wickedness is wickeder than it used to he, and that good- 
ness is better. Eehgioa certainly has increased much 
among the higher classes in England, and perhaps still 
more in Ireland. Yet I will still venture to say, even to 
the religious world, ' I have a few things against thee.' 

" With no small number of happy exceptions, I cannot 
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h^i obaenin^r the I'oinmon fault of good people,— the 
mhappropriation of time. I will only instance two par- 
tieulan of the evil, of which they do not seem to me to be 
sufficiently aware,— mhsic and Ught reading. Twenty 
years ago, when I wrot*; ' Strictures on Female Education,' 
Bishop Cleaves, of St. Asaph, was at Bath. He was much 
attached to me, though we differed on many points. Talk- 
ing on this subject, he was so much of my opinion, that 
he wrote the following statement, which I inserted in a note 
in the first volume :— ' Suppose your pupil to begin music 
at six years of age, and to continue the average of four 
hours a day at her instrument (a very low calculation) 
Sundays excepted, till she is eighteen, the statement stands 
thus — three hundred days multiplied by four, the number 
of hours amounts to twelve hundred ; this multiplied by 
twelve, which is the number of years, amounts to fourteen 
thousand four hundred hours !' I come now to the read- 
ing. I pass over Byron and his compeers in ein and in- 
famy, though I have known some good people who now 
and then take a slice even of this highly seasoned cor- 
ruption, 1 pass over the more loose and amatory novels, 
and take my stand on what is said to be safe ground — tha 
novels of that unparalleled genius, Walter Scott. Now, I 
would not have it supposed, that I have no), reaij ^^th 4^ 
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liglit and adiniratlon, all liis poetry. This is a repast that 
might be taten with safety, though ccrtiiialy not with 
profit, for it would be <lifficu!t to find another specimen of 
such admirable woiki with so few maxims for the improve- 
ment of life and manners. Let that pass ; they gratify the 
taste, without vitiating the imagination ; add to this, they 
were written at reasonably distant periods from eacli other, 
BO that we were refreshed without being crammed. We 
come now to his novels, in which his fecundity is as mar- 
vellous as his invention. I have read one volume and a 
half, in which the powers of his vigoi'ous and versatile 
mind we.e conspicuous; but from what I have since read 
in reviews, I rather sec the absence of much evil than the 
presence of much good. I, of ai! people, ought not to find 
fault with authors for \Miting too much ; yet I must return 
to my first position, the misapplication of time. Had he 
written before the flood, when perhap there were not so 
many books in the world as he has introduced into it, all 
would have been weU ; he would have been a henefector 
to the ai.tedilu^nn Hilpihs and Zylpahs A Ife ci eight 
hundred years might be allowed the perusal of the whole 
of Lis volumes , 1 piopoitionite qumtitj in eich contuiy 
would have been delightful but foi our pooi hcanty three- 
score years and ten, it is too much, Nay, I underestimate 
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the chronology ; I believe they have all baen produced nearly 
in odd ten jeai's. Now, I re3<lily grant, that to the mass 
of readers the reading of these works should not be pro- 
hibited. To the gay, the worldly, and the dissipated, it is 
perhaps aa safe, and even more safe, than any of their 
other pleasurable resources, being often their only intel- 
lectual one. The strong sense, lively exhibition of char- 
acter, and animated style, certainly afford aliment to tho 
mind. My remarks are limited to a certain class of readers, 
who have made a strict profession of religion. If, indeed, 
our time is to be accounted for as scrupulously as the other 
talenls committed to us, how will their rechoning stand ? 
In the case of some, it is almost the only talent they have. 
Such ought to he especially careful that this one be rightly 
employed, as we have an awful lesson on the danger of mi- 
profitablenesa." 

Are not here important suggestions for those who have 
the tra n ng ot yo th 3 la tl e e not too m ch time literally 
wasted at tie f no nl ch ^ht and ought to he spent 
in mak n^ acquis to that !I tu 1 leas to the head, 
or useful e floym t fo t! 1 nds T how many chil- 
dren is a nu e 1 a on a haled task. Why should fashion 
usurp tho place of sen e n ti n attcr ? Why should not 
our ^rls he taught those th ngs, which they will most need 
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to know if they grow up to become wives and mothers, 
and keads of families ? Let christian parents consider well 
this most important subject. 

On October 22, 1822, Miss More writes to a friend, 
" I was much affected yesterday with a report of the death 
of my ancient and valued friend Mre. Gsvrick, She was in 
her hundredth year I I spent above twenty wintci's under 
her roof, and gratefully remember, not only their personal 
kindness, but my first introduction through them into a 
society remarkable for rank, literature, and talent." 

Behold her now working for us, our own American 

" A drawing of my little habitation having found its 
way to New York, they have made a very good engraving 
of it, which their Board of Foreign Missions is selling ; and 
they are sanguine enough to expect the sale will enable 
ibem to build a school in the distant island of Ceylon, for 
poor giris, which they intend doing me the honor of 
calling Barley Wood." A smile of gratification steals over 
her countenance. 

"I find a good deal of time to work with my hands, 
while Miss Frowd reads for the entertainment of my head" 
she adds a while after; "and the learned labore of my 
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knitting-needle are now amassing to be sent to America 
for the Barley Wood school at Ceylon — so you see I am 
Btill good for something." 
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hool C jl t d to 1 dj Mia li tts 

by 1 tte f m th R M W d d y f 

th Am B 1 t L yl dd ss d t th S ty 

fljjtP tThl 1& y Lh 

hmt dthtass ti fll ^htbfmd 

nAmcatobldhll fgl hhwld 

coat bo t th ty d 11 r. I h 1 be n th f 

th Tssoc f h i fi ted t 

Ihdjtth J hi!} djtt 

Blj^\df It Elltlgt h 

did yhtoj i-jltd 

th f d h 1 k mj If w t t Ij 11 t 

fu ! f th B d th k f h th J t 

gdfthbnfitfF Miss I tto 

M Wood d w th th pt b t f M E k th t 
til Ifyitflb gr tobpi 

p t 1 1 th b Id g f B 1 1 th ppo t f 

gi 1 sch 1 th th 1 m Is f h m y fi Id 

q est! b t th t m t 1 t te ly 



Healed byGoogIc 



like Barley Wood as could be found, and, as early as 
possible, to make the pupils aenuainted with the character 
and works of Hannah More. 

"The achool was accordingly established in 1823, and 
the house has been used also as a place of public worship 
on the Sabbath. I sent copies of the engraving to Mr. 
Woodward and also to Miss More, who was so much 
pleased with the plan of a school in memory of her resi- 
dence, that she i in mediately sent for its support fen 
pounds ; the next year ten more ; the year following 
twenty, besides bequeathing to it at her death one handred 
pounds, which, together with the avails of the engraving, 
formed a fund for the enlargement aad permanent support 
of the school." 

"Barley Wood in Ceylon!" humorously lesponded an 
old correspondent, the oldest then living. Sir William 
Pepys, to whom she communicated the plan. " How this 
will puzzle some future commentator of your works ! who 
will find some obscure tradition, that for some reason or 
other, most probably he will say, for the laudable purpose 
of disseminating religion, our author took this long voyage, 
and in commemoration of it, gave the name of her own 
residence to the school, which she evidently e 
this island. 
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Her correspondence, at this time, was extensive and 
burdensorao, " I see a good deal of company," she tells us, 
" hut the post ocenpiea and fatigues me, more than my 
guests. If you saw my tahle on most days, you would 
thiok were I not a minister of state, I was become, at least, 
a clerk in a puhlic office. 

" The mass of hooks and pamphlets, which I have from 
America would surprise you, I do not naturally love 
republicans, hut these people appear really to be making 
such rapid advances, that they seem to be determined to 
run with us the race of glory," 

The eseellent Bishop Chase of Ohio paid her a visit in 
July of 1824, at the anniversary of the Wrington Biblo 
Society, when witi a party of seventeen others he dined at 
Barley Wood, still hospitably open to numerous and ad- 
miring guests. The venerable hostess was unable to appear 
at table, but she received the company in her own apart- 
ment, after dinner, where a long and animated convereatioH 
was kept up for several hours, in which she hore a dis- 
tinguished part. Her powers of conversation even ;it 
seventy-nine were almost unrivalled ; so rich, so eloquent, 
so judicious, so appropriate. " Tou could not touch her," 
says one, " without finding her electrical wit, genius, and 
godliness — her speech was always with wit, seas<aiecl 
24* 
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with gracB, and ministevcd to the edifying of the hear- 
Almost entirely confined to her I'ooni, the range of her 
affections is as wide as ever, and her charities continue 
to flow, blessing herself in blessing othei's. 

Besides the larger appropriations demanded by her 
Bchook, and the various missionary and cliaritable objects 
in which she took a deep interest, her benefactions went 
into humbler and more retired channels; students were 
aided in their books and education, young clergymen in 
purchasing their libraries, and poor widows in eking out 
their scanty incomes; twenty guineas, a legacy just re- 
ceived from some dignitary whose name she had never 
heai'd, were sent to Mrs. Judson for the redemption of two 
little Burmah slaves, and ten pounds were once sent to 
Miss Hannah Adams, at Boston, on receiving her history 
of the Jews, and learning that her efforts were made in 
behalf of a widowed sister and aged father." 

On the reception of one hundred pounds, from tlie son 
of Sir William Pepys, who had for many yeara been in 
the habit of making her an almoner of his bounty, and at 
whose death his son thus evinced his reverence for hia 
memory, her reply admits us to take, as it were, a parting 
glance at Cheddar, and a pleasant ferewell of the comfort 
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and prosperity wLich, like Oio green grass, ia creeping 
around tlie Mendip Ridge. 

"I most thankfully accept the liberal sum you so gener- 
ously offer. It is indeed most gratuitous on your part, 
imd very acceptable on mine, as my sctools consist of aiK 
handred children, and the friends that used to help me out 
a iittle are dead. I do not know if I ever mentioned to 
my admirable correspondent that, attached to my schools, 
In three different parishes, I insfjtuted thirty-live yeais ago 
a female club, for the parents of my children. I continue 
to give them au annual festivity, when every girl bred in 
my schools, and belonging to their respective clubs, if they 
have maintained a virtuous character, receives what they 
are pleased to call the bride's portion of the club-day. 
This envied portion does not amount to a guinea ; but I 
think it has helped to promote sobriety. I have the 
saljsfaction to know, that by petty accumulations and long 
perseverance, though the members of the club only sub- 
scribe sispence a month, I shaO leave these poor people 
possessed of nearly two thousand pounds in the three 
parishes. I have long since placed it in the funds, where 
it is accumulatjng, I have put it in the trustees' hands. 
The club is now no further expense to me, except the 
annual feast, where my valuable companion r 
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Since ray inability to be with theni, to give it more credit, 
ten neigliboring clergymen, with some other gentry, attend, 
and make tea for the poor women. I should not have 
dwelt so long on this subject, but aa an instance of what 
perseveraiiee and petty saving may accomplish. It explains 
how misers, with small means, grow I'icb hy petty savings." 
There is something touching and beautiful in old age with 
a mind unblighted by the froste of time, and a heart warm 
with love to God. Childhood is lovely and confiding, but its 
movements are the playfulness of the kitten, and the friski- 
ncss of the lamb. Youth is strong, earnest, full of hope : 
it believeth all things, it willeth all things. Middle life is 
doubting, doing, cumbered witli care, and anxious about 
many things. But old age— a good old age— is confiding, 
without being careless ; earnest, without being wilful : 
cheerful and diligent, leas anxious for to-day, — more tnist- 
ing for to-TOor]'ow. 

Life ha" gone through the <piing of hoip the s immer 
work the autumn har\est,and now though nmt r chills 
are creepnt iround the bent in! ben imbmg the hmb" 
withm H glowing the heasenly ilime witliDut the friendly 
warmth of human k ndne'is How sweetly it lean', on the 
unseen arm Whtn and i helkbr belong to Him who 
governs both worlds I ha>e nothing to do but to trust 
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I bless Goi3, 1 enjoy great tranquillity of mind, and am wil- 
ling to depai't, and be with Christ, when it is His will,— 
but I leave it in His bands, who does all tbings well," 
Such is the language of Hannah More, with eighty years' 
experience of the goodness and grace of Him in whom ahe 



How different is this from the language of one not long 
departed from the literary world, of exquisite taste and 
loving heart, yet who knew not that peace which those 
have, whose souls are stayed on God. " A new state of 
being staggers me. Sun and sky, breeze and solitary 
walks, summer-holidays and the greenness of fields, and 
the juices of meat and fishes, and society and the cheerful 
glass, and candle-light and fireside conversations, and jesta, 
and irony, — do not these things go out with life ? Can a 
ghost laugh and shake his gaunt sides, when you are 
pleasant with him 3" 

Well may the believer exclaim, " Thanks be fo God, who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Evening shadows were fast creeping around the length- 
ened days of Hannah More. Her life, prolonged for be- 
yond three-score years and ten, was slowly and sweetly 
ebbing, amid the fragrant lawns and shady groves of Bar- 
ley Wood, when a strange and unexpected disclosure in 
her family history, drove her from its bosom, and com- 
pelled her to find another mooring for her already frail and 
Bhattered bark. 

The extreme delicacy of her health Lad almost entirely 
confined her to her chamber for the last seven years, and 
thus necessarily had withdrawn her from a minute inspec- 
tion of her household ; nor conld Miss Frowd, her daily 
friend and companion since Patty's death, be supposed to 
exercise any very thorough inspection, or strong influence 
over fiimily servants, old in the service, and long used to 
the ways and wants of their mistress t but Miss More's 
kindness and confidence were alike disregarded and Iw 
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trayed. Although trained to the practice of every cLristian 
^uty, illustrated by the brightest examples of piety, bresith- 
ing an atmosphere of pucity and love, and pensioners upon 
her bounty, her servants proved false to her trust, and 
basely betrayed the interests of their too indulgent mia 
treas : to fill their iiockels, frauds, impositions, and thefts 
were for years carried on in her kitchen ; her charities had 
be«n diverted from their appropriate channels, orders sent 
to traders which were never issued ; while their midnight 
revelries began to be the scandal of the neighborhood- 
Miss More heeded not, for a time, the hints occasionally 
dropped in her presence, concerning the reports of her 
household, until at length they became unmistakably con- 
firmed by the confession of one of their number, when she 
felt that decided measures must be immediately resoi'ted 
to. Two lines of conduct were marked out by her coun- 
sellors ; one, an entire change in the domestic cabinet, and 
the other, a removal from Barley Wood, to a situation less 
cumbered with care. After a short, but severe strugglci 
she chose the latter. The Eev. Dr. Whally offered her 
his convenient and elegant house in Windsor Ten'aco, Clif- 
ton, where she had been long known, and was greatly 
loved ; thither she concluded to remove. 

" I have been quite overwhelmed by this heavy blow," she 
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writes to Miss Rohei'ts. " I stiive and pray fervently for di- 
vine support and direction ; but sucli is the variety of dif- 
ficulties which await me the next month, that I sink under 
the thought r bless God that I slept Inat night, but, like 
the disciples, it was from sorrow ; ray kind partner in these 
sufferings, Miss Frowd, is, I am giieved to say, !n bed with 
a severe cold ; this adds much to my distress. You must 
indeed, my dear friends, you must come and advise me, I 
would consult you what gentleman I shall get to stay with 
me in the di'eaded moment of separation. 

"The shocking conduct of the people below, it seems, 
has been !ong the subject of discourse with the whole neigh- 
borhood, — I alone was left in ignorance through false kind- 
ness. I am more obliged to dear Mr, H than I can 

say ; he is a true christian friend. I really think this 
shock has hurt my hearing and my memory." 

The morning of final leave-taking at length aiTived, a 
day of heavy clouds and bleak winds, in the changeful 
month of April. The servants, who, surmising a change, 
had now gone so fer as to treat her with personal dis- 
respect, were paid a quarter's wages in advance, by their 
generous and forgiving mistress, and forever dismissed from 
her service. 

Several gentlemen, with affectionate assiduity, came to 
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Bupport her through her last farewell to Barley Wood : 
beloved Barley Wood ! whose roses and jessamines, green 
hedges, and sylvan bowers had for twenty-seven years 
bre-athed their fragrance, and flung their beauty upon her 
daily paths ; — Barley Wood, whose walls and walks were in- 
stinct with the treasured memories of the past ; — Barley 
Wood, where ihs sisters nestled together in the mellow 
light of their declining days, and where, one by one, lika 
the ripened and yeilow grain, they had been gathered to 
the eternal harvest. 

Descending the stairs with a placid countenance, leaning 
upon the arms of beloved friends, she was led into the 
room below, hung with the portraits of tlie long gone and 
dearly cherished ; she gazed upon them for a few moments 
in deep and tearful silence ; brief and sad were the parting 
glances on familiar haunts, as she hurried with tottering 
steps towards the carriage. "Ah," she sadly said, "I am 
driven lite Eve from Paradise, but not by angels." 

Her elastic and thankful spirit was not slow to discern 
the beauties of her new home, which commanded a bold 
and delightful prospect of Leigh Woods and Nightingale 
Valley, with the blue Avon winding between. Her face 
glowed with delight, as her dim eye lingered on tha rich 
expanse. 
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"I was always," she esclsunied, " delighted with fine 
scenery, but my sight of late years has been too dim to 
discern the distant beauties of the vale of Wrlngton. It haa 
pleased Providence to ordain me, in my last days, a view 
no less beautiful, all the features of which my eye can 



Miss More's ready and gentle acquiescence to this provi- 
dential ordering of her af&iirs gratified her friends, and 
reflected peace and homelikeness throughout her new 
abode. "Clifton is very pleasant," she gratefully declares; 
" fewer cares and more comforts." A few months after the 
settlement she pleasantly writes to Wilberforce ; "I am 
diminishing my worldly cares. I have sold Barley Wood, 
and have just parted with the copyright to Cadell of 
those few of my writings which I had not sold him before. 
I have exchanged the eight "pampered minions" for four 
sober servants, I have greatly lessened my house expenses, 
which enables me to maintain my schools, and enlarge my 
charities. My schools alone, with clothing and rent, cost me 
two hundred and fifty pounds a year. Dear good Miss 
Frowd looks after them, though we are removed much farther 
from them. The Squire of Cheddar attends them for 
almost the whole of Sunday, and keeps and sends me an 
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aceuraje statement of merits and wants; bo that I have 
ID any comforts. 

As I ha^e sold m\ :>irriagj and horsBS, I wint no 
coachman , as I ba^e no garden, I mnt no gardener I 
Lave twi> pious clergymen, whom I call my chaplains, ind 
who freiiuently devote an evening to e\pound and priy 
with my family, uniformly on Saturdays My most kind 
and skilful phywcian, Di Carnck, who used to haM3 twelve 
miles to come to me, has nuv. not rauoh above two hun- 
dred yaid" As to jom kind visit, we t^n gne you two 
beds, and one for a female servant; I am sorry I can do no 
more. The house, though good, furnishes few conve- 
niences. We have no servants ball, of couree, no second 
table ; but we are surrounded with hotels, and lodging- 
houses, &c It is delightful that we shall meet once more 
this side of Jordan ; Miss Frowd desires her best respects. 
She is my great earthly treasure. She joins to sincere 
piety great acljvity and useful knowledge. She has the 
entire management of my family, and manages well. She 
reads well and reads much to me. I have much more to 
say, and much, I trust, to hear, when we meet." 

And thus are we admitted to the inner arrangements 
of Windsor Terrace, No. 4, to behold the doraeslJc tran- 
quillity of this diminished household. 
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But if Clifton released ils venerable occupant from home 
cares, it opeced the door to hosts of yisitors, whose flittings 
would never have extended to Wrington. Her conversa- 
tional powers, which charmed the elegant and polished 
circle of the last century, still retained their brilliancy and 
freshness ; her liveliness of manner, chasfened by time and 
sorrow, was blended with a heart-warming christian love, 
inspiring both old and young witii confidence and affection, 
while many were attracted towards her by the world-wide 
reputation of her writings and labors. Nearly four hun- 
dred visited her in the first three weeks, which so exhausted 
her strength and consumed her time, that two days in a 
week were set apart for general visitors, her " levee days" 
as they were called ; while to her most intimate friends 
nhe was at all times accessible. 

One day in playful mood she sketched her Court at 
"Windsor Terrace. " The Duke of Gloucester, Sir Thomas 
Acland, Sir Edmund Hartapp, and Mr. Harford, are my 
sportsmen. Mr. Battersby, Mr. Pigott, and Mrs, Adding- 
ton, my fruiterers. Mrs. Walker Gray, my confectioner. 
Mr. Edward Brice, my fishmonger. Dr. Carrick, my state 
physician and zealous friend. Mrs. La Touche, my silk 
mercer and clothier. Bishop of Salisbury, my oculist. 
Misses Roberts, my counsellors, not solicitors, for they give. 
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whispers that thoy must not depend on a long life." 

Barley Wood was sold to William Harford, Esq., and 
all her business interests were so adjusted, that no cares 
were left to harass the infirmities of that period of life, 
when the grasshopper becomes a burden. 

Five weary years did she linger on the borders of the 
river of life, and yet not weary, for her heart retained its 
spring-like cheerfulness and her faith its joyful confidence, 
even after the brightness of her intellect was obscured by 
the damps and mists of decaying nature. Repeated attacks 
of inflammatory disease in the region of the chest often 
brought her extremely low, from which, tlirough the unre- 
mitted care and ftuthful attentions of Miss Frowd, she 
26» 
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agEun and again revived, until tbe November of 1932, 
wLen the seizure became more violent, sadly prostrating 
botli the mind and body, and rendering the remaining ten 
months of her earthly pilgrimage montbs of extreme 
weakness, of watchful nights and restiess days, unalleviated 
by any hope of favorable change, except that which must 
bear the spirit to its Heavenly Rest. Her pious ejacula- 
tions were the utterance of a soul, ripening for glory, 

" Grow in grace," she earnestiy whispered to her attend- 
iwita, " grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ," " Jesus is all in all," " Giod of grace," " God 
of light, God of light, whom have I In heaven but Thee !" 
" What can I do ? what can I not do with Christ 3 I 
know that my Redeemer liveth," " Happy, happy are 
these, wbo ore expecting to meet in a better world. The 
thought of that world lifts the mind above itself. Ob, the 
love of Christ, the love of Chriat I" 

Long wmting on the shores of Jordan, "My dear, do 
people ever die !'' she said to her fiicnd. " Oh glorious 
grave ! It pleases God to affect me for my good, to make 
me humble and thankful — Lord, I believe, I do believe with 
all the powers of my weak, sinful heart. Lord Jesus I 
support iiie in that trying hour, when 1 most need it I It is 
a glorious thing to die !" 
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When some one spoke of the good deeds, which had 
adorned her life, she quicltly replied, "Tallc not so vainly— 
I utterly east there from rae, and fall low at the foot of the 

Thus she waited, wearily in the body, but joyfully ; 
the spirit, until the eth of September, 1833. The usual 
family devotions were attended at her bedside in the 
morning ; her wasted hands were devotedly raised in 
prayer while her countenance glowed with unwonted light ; 
she lay ail day, quiet and speaking not, while ever and 
anon a radiance as from the land of glory illumined her 
sunken features. In the early night, she extended her 
arras calling "Patty," as if, in vision, this last and dearest 
of the household band had come to bid her welcome to 
the redeemed on high, A few more hours and she sweetly 
fell asleep in Jesus, on the dawning of the 7th, in the 89th 
year of her age. Five days afterwards. Miss More's remains 
were conveyed to Wrington, and consigned fo the family 
vault by the Rev. Thomas BidduJph, Eector of St. James at 
Bristol. 

AH the shops were closed, and the church-bells tolled 
their solemn requiem, as a long and mournful procession 
followed hor to the grave, joined at its arrival at Barley 
Wood by large numbers of the neighboring gentry, clei^-, 
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and peasantry, with multitudes of little eliildren, for whoso 
good, the departed had long and lovingly labored in the 
prime of her health and fame. 

In the village chureh-yard, beneath a yew and willow, 
the traveller beholds a plain stone, marking the final rest- 
ing-place of the five good sisters, and bearing the simple 
inscription ; — 

"Beneath are deposited the mortal remains of five sis- 

Marj More died 18th of April, 1813,— aged 75 years, 
Elizabeih More died 16th of June, 1818, — aged 76 yearn. 
Sarah More died ITtli of Maj, 1817,— n^cd 74 yeara. 
Miwtlia More died 16th of September, 1819,— agei 60 yeara. 
Hanoah More died 7111 of September, 1833, — aged 89 yeara. 
All these died in faith, 
Accepted in the Beloved. 
Hebrews xi. 13. Ephesians i. 0." 

A handsome fortune had been accumulated by the in- 
dustry and talent of these ladies, Miss Hannah More hav- 
ing realized from her pen alone, one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. A large portion of it was bequeathed 
to public institutJonB, whose fortunes and influences she 
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had long followed with deep and hearty interest: among 
the various items mentioned in ber will, we find some re- 
lating to our own land. Diocese of Ohio, £200. Books 
for Ohio, £50. Newfoundland schools, £100. Also Barley 
Wood school, Ceylon, £100. Distressed Vaudois, £180. 
After an enumeration of seventy-one objects, to which fifty 
thousand dollars were appropriated, the remainder of her 
property was to be invested in thvee per cent, consols, to 
increase the endowment of the new church of St. Philip 
and Jacob, which began to be erected in one of the desti- 
tute parishes of Bristol, numbering a population of sixteen 
thousand souls, hitherto without the public services of the 
Gospel. It was now suggested adding a school to the 
church, which should bear her name, and thus commemo- 
rate her memory through an instrumentality which she 
had used with such eminent success, — teaching the poor. 
At a meeting, holden in Clifton, on the October following, 
these resolutions were presented and adopted: — 

" That the distinguished talents and qualifications of the 
lata Miss Hannah More, consecrated most usefully and ef- 
fidently, throughout the coui'se of a long life, to the noblest 
ends of christian benevolence, have justly embalmed her 
memory in the public esteem and veneration. 

" That this meeting is of opinion, it is desirable to con- 
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vey to posterity some public memorial of the aentimenfa 
embodied in the preceding resolution. 

"That a sabsoription be entered into for placing a tablet 
to the memory of Miss Hannah More, in the parish church 
of Wring^on, where her owu remains and those of her four 
sisters are interred ; and should the sura collected exceed 
wttmybd nd necessary for the proper execution of 
u h p p th t the surplus be devoted to the estabiish- 
t f hool (to bear her name), in connection with 
th hu h n the parish of St Philip and Jacob, in 

B t- 1 tow 1 th endowment of wbich she has be- 
q th d th d of her estate." 

^ til d I 11 ra remained after the erection of the 

tabl t, osti h ndred dollars, which may be seen in 

th I a h Ji h t Wrington, bearing this humble testi- 
m y to h w tl id genius : — 
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Sacred 

ffiannaj |««ite. 

A J>. 1J45, and died at Clifton, Soplejobw 7th, A. D. 1833, 

Endowed with gieal iutelleclual powers, 

And Doriy distinguished by tlie succera 

or her lilemrj lobota, 

Bhe entersd Ihe world under t^toumatoncea 

But, Instructed In the Bdiool of Chriat 
To tbimit Just eallmate of llie resl end of human existsnce, 

To the glorj of God, end the good of her feUow-otealurea, 
In a life of proctiopl pietj Bnd diffusive henefloence. 

Were eqimny edifying to Ihe readera of oil classcB, 



Her Diortsl remains are depoeiled In a vnult Id this 

Clinrct-yard, whioli also contains those of her Ibor dslors, 

Wlio resided wilh her at Barley Wood, in this pariBli, her 

Favorila abode, and who actively ciMjperated in her unwearied 

Acts of Christian Benevolence. 

Thus endeth the outward life of Miss Hannah More. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Wb have played with her at Stapleton, studied with ner 
at Bristol, admired her at London ; we have gnne with her 
to the thoughtful retirement of Cowslip Green, joined the 
sisterhood at Barley Wood, visited her schools, heard her 
conversation, beheld her popularity, witnessed her daily life : 
and now shall we pass from the contemplation of a char- 
acter like hers, no wiser, or better than before ! Shall it be 
like a tale that is told, qniclily fading ? Are there no les- 
sons for self-application in this brief sketch? What shall 
the young of our own day learn from the light of her shin- 
ing example? 

Much of the personal influence which Hannah More ex- 
ercised in the brilliant circles of literary life, was undoubt- 
edly owing to her unrivalled powers of conversation, full of 
wit, sense, and originality ; to these were added a penetr^ 
ting and sagacious mind, which, with its thorough knowl- 
edge of mankind, obtained by a large acquaintance with 
almost every class of society, enabled her to comprehend 
the dangera to which the English masses were exposed, 
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from the sophistries of Frencli infidelity and English dema- 
gogues, and instantly to seize and apply an appropriate 
remedy. Iler tracts and stories for the times are among her 
most remarkable productJooa, displaying aa they do the 
nicest perceptions of character and opinion; they silenced the 
murmurs of discontent, and the doubts of skeptidsm, 
and were like oil upon the rising wares of revolution. 

Her first works upon the irreligious hahita and tendendes 
of the higher classes in English society, were character- 
ized by clear and candid statements of the most obvious 
and reasonable requirements of Christianity — atateraenls 
uttered with such discretion and truthfulness, that their di- 
rectness could not offend, even where it was least welcome. 
They were read and pondered. 

As she herself came to dearer and fuller apprehensions of 
truth and duty, the nature and importance of her mission 
became more distinctly revealed : then followed that series of 
religious teaching, that plain and faithful application of the 
principles of the gospel to the heart and life, which seemed 
so powerfully to quicken the spiritual life of the church, 
and elevate the standard of practical piety. Miss More 
felt the moral want of her times : these were general de- 
dension and coldness in the religious world ; customs and 
maxims bad insensibly stolen upon the church, which sul- 
26 
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lied its purity, and diminished its influence. The writings 
ofWilberforce and Hannah More, warmed and enriched by 
a living ftuth, infused new life into dead forms, and gave to 
the christian profession a C[uickened conscience, higher aims, 
and a holier life. 

The intellectual gifts which distinguished Hannah More, 
rich and influential as they were, formed not her chief ex- 
cellence, nor that perhaps which most commends itself to 
our reverence and aflection. It was her solid and earnest 
pietTf which imparted breadth and depth, strength and 
heauty to her character, and made her influence felt even 
10 the ends of the earth. Herein is that with which we 
have to do. What wore the elements of that faith which 
obtained so good a report, and left so shining an example J 

Thpre is a religion of taste, which admires the beauties 
of this outward world, and is awed by the grandeur of its 
Maker. It is inspired more by the hook of nature than of 
revelation ; more by the natural than the moral attributes 
of Deity ; it dwells in the imagination, high, and inacces- 
sible, apart from the interests of common and familiar ob- 
jects ; it seeks solitary places, and dies amid the din and 
bustle of noon-day life ; it shrinks from the sin and distress 
of the actual, and sighs for the good and beautiful of the 
idea! ; it yearns for the dim aisles of an old past, and would 
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8eek the ^d of painter and sculptor to help it in its devo- 
tions i it is amiable, t^teful, and full of reverence. Was 
it the religion of taste which moulded a character like 
Hannah More's I 

" I am a passionate admirer of whatever is beanljful in 
nature, or csquisite in art," she declares. " These are the 
gifts of God, but no part of hia essence ; they proceed from 
God's goodness, and should kindle our gratitude to him ; 
but I cannot conceive that the most enchanting beauties 
of nature, or the most splendid productions of the fine arts, 
have any necessary connection with religion. You will ob- 
serve that I mean the religion of Christ, not that of Plato ; 
the reli^on of reality, and not of the beau ideal. 

"Adam sinned in a garden too beautiful for us to have 
any conception of it. The Israelites selected fair groves 
and pleasant mountains for the peculiar scenes of their 
idolatry. The most exquisite pictures and statues have 
been produced in those parts of Europe whore pure religion 
has made the least progress. These decorate religion, but 
they neither produce nor advance it. They are the enjoy- 
ments and refreshments of life, and very compatible with 
true religion, but they make no paii of it. Athens was at 
once the most learned and the most polished city in the 
world, so devoted to the fine arts, tJiat it Is said to have 
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t. d t t til t th eloc[Uent 

ty th loq t p tl I li ^ m d b t >roselyta 

th L 1 I 

N th t j[ rs t se t lly mprove the 

h t d b fit ty b t k -ledge of 

th d t t doot ea f Ch t tj I m i a deep 

d bd th h t f f II t e; of our 

act 1 d J 1 f il t 1 t t f but for the 

1 mpt ht f ly J CI t d of our 

rs 1 t d tb t th t th s change 

1 V ff t d lyfh fl f th H ly Spirit. 

Th t pi d d b t t a ea 1 ^ on ; it ia 

h mbl rig th t t ra J b ! t h ft . It ap- 

pe t 1 th t tl q t I h t! ehrisUan 

1 g m kes f th t h ghlj g f d w 1! as of the 

m t in ly d w d th t ft th I ft t and moat 

it.n f th ost bnll t t, 1 t the favored 

pos ea h Id I y his ta! ts d h ro If t the foot of 

th OS w th th d p If baa ra t and aelf- 

t -la h 11 1 t U d tbU from 

a f f h t th t hath m d them to 

dff 

A th 13 fash bl I gi p d taelf upoe 

o th d d t b 1 1 gh rth d p actioe ; it 
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11 tnfiin|f irrcspoii=ibl mi flanj mixed up with fmolity 
and woridliness enjo\m nt is tlie mea'.ure <jf duty, it 
seelts only to be j leased not iiisfrut-ted ind in the pursuit 
his contracted habits wiiiJi ha^e jro\ed sn ires, and int- 
bibpd tastfs whidi haie wealiened and di'hised its pnnci- 
jles How IS it lebuked bj the stiony; language of earnest 
piety ind i hving fciith ' 

" We must a\oid, sijs Hmdah More as much is in 
U3 hes all such meaty all f.uch amusements all swcA 
tempers, which it is the daily business of a Christian to 
subdue, and all those feelings, which it is hia constant duty 
to suppress. Some things which are apparently innocent, 
and do not assume an alarming aspect, or bear a dangerous 
character ; things which the generality of decorous people 
affirm (how truly we know not) to be safe for them ; yet 
if we find that these things stir up in us improper propen- 
sities ; if they awaken thoughts which ought not fo be 
excited ; if they abate our love for religious exercises, or 
infringe on our time for performing them ; if they make 
spiritual concerns appear insipid ; if they wind our heart a 
little more about the world ; in short, if we have formerly 
found them injurious to our own souls, then let no example 
or persuasion, no belief of their alleged innocence, no plea 
of their perfect safety, tempt us to indulge in them. It 
24* 
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matters Jittle fo our security what they are to others. Our 
business is with ourselves. Our I'esponaibility is on our 
own heads. Others cannot know the side on which we are 
assailable. Let our own unbiased judgment determine our 
opinion, let our own experience decide for otir own conduct. 
" As our kind of reading has much to do with the forma- 
tion of our religious character, and the f t n ' upt 
or correct tastes, we cannot f bea n ng ha y 
prevalent sort of reading, which p ^Ju f 

evil, little less prejudicial to n and m a m e- 

ment, than tliat which carries mo e m dab app a - 
anoe. We cannot confine ou ^ q 

corrupt writings which depra; h h b u h he 

imagination, and poison the principles. Of these the turpi- 
tude is so obvious, that no caution on this head, it is pre- 
sumed, can be necessary. But if justice forbids us to con- 
found the insipid with the mischievous, the idle with the 
vicious, and the frivolous with the profligate, still we can 
only admit of shades, deep shades we allow, of difference. 
These works, if comparatively harmless, yet debase the 
taste, slacken the intellectual nerve, let down the under- 
standing, set the fancy loose, and send it gadding among 
low and mean objecfs. They not only run away with the 
time which should be given to better things, but gradually 
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destroy ali tast f b tl ti Tl ) k th m d to 

their own stall 1 1 d g t lu h 1 t ncp 
had almoBt sad m 1 n pacty f jtl g b e 

their level. Ti n nd by 1 g h 1 1 f to p n 1 t 
efectnesa, and y Id t ts i cTal t It t ni so 

low and narrow by tb 1 ttl f tl e t! o^ h b n a e 

it, that it reqm es a 1 a fil ff tt 1ft ts If h „b n 1 
or to open itself w d gb t nb g t and n bl 

objects. The I p 1 1 f ted E te d f p 

dudng a surfe t bj w k n th d g t nly d es 
a loathing for t g lim t Tb fa ult es wb h 

might have be j d n n k f 
in the contemj.) t fg i:eoma,ttid with the 

impertinences ftbint d jlitnl th lb 
for the severity f t tb th 1 g f ta. t 3 tb 

s of r 1 oi n Lulled n th t p f pos the 
1 dozes and nj y n ta walk ng d m 

All the wild traal] of sleep, without the rest. 

" In avoiding boolis which excite the passions, it would 
Beero strange to include even some devotional works. Yet 
such as merely kindle warm feelings, are not always the 
safest. Let us rather prefer those, which, while they tend 
to rdse a devotional spirit, awaken the affections without 
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disordering them ; wLIch, while tli.y elevate tlie , 



purify tiiem ; wliicL s 



ti nature, and lay open 



ita coiTuptions. Such as show us the malignity of s 
deceitfuhess of our hearU, the feebleness of our best resolu- 
tions; sueh as teach as to puU off the mask from the 
fairest appearances, and discover every biding-place, where 
some lurking evil would conceal itself; such m show ua 
not what we appear to others, but what we really are ; 
such as co-operating with our interior feelings and showing 
ua our natural state, point out our absolute need of a 
Redeemer, lead us to seek to him for pardon from a 
conviction that there is no other refuge, no other salvation. 
Let us be conversant with such writings as teach us, that 
while we long to obtain the remission of our transgressions, 
we must not desire the remission of our duties." 

"A life devoted to trifles," she again says, "not only 
takes away the inclination but the capadty for higher 
pursuits. The truths of Christianity have scarcely more 
influence on a fiivolous than on a profligate character. If 
the mind be so absorbed, not merely with what is viaoas, 
but with what is useless, as to be thoroughly disinclined to 
the activities of a life of piety, it matters HtUe what the 
cause is which so disinclines it. If these habits cannot be 
accused of great moral evil, yet it argues a low atato of 
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mind ; that a i e n^ nho has an etermtv it "italie can 
abandon itself to tn il j nrsuits If the great concpni of 
life cannot be secured without hil-itnal witohfulne-s Low is 
it to be secured by liabitnil cirekisnei'! it w 13 nfF rd 
little comfort to the trifler nhen it the l-tet rei,konini; lie 
gives in his long ncgatue latil gue thit the niorf ostensi 
ble offender was worsp emjlojed Tlie tnfler w 11 not ba 
weighed in the soilo with the profligate but in the bilince 
of the sanctuary 

Are there not man) whomi^ *e!i til> heel' Remem 
ber how much la imph 1 ii joui Oliistian profession, 
what interests, both for tirae and for etarnitj', are at slake. 
Will yoii be content with the "beggarly elementa" of a 
worldly religion, when God demands a holy life 1 

Still ferther: earnest piety prevents that skepticism, which 
is liable to creep into the soul at a certain stage in the 
religious experience, and which if not expelled chills and 
corrodes the taith, until one has only a name to liv?. 
Have you not known many, who entered upon the religious 
life with the fairest promise? How lovely was the fip.=t 
blossoming of piety ! what prayers were offered for their 
continuance in well-doing ! what hopes wete entertained of 



Time elapses, and alas ! how is the fine 
gold become dim. They have lost their confidence ; they 
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Bee DO use in that wherein they once delighted ; their Jove 
is cold, the.r feith is low, thuir hands are feeble : they are 
weary, discouraged, faint-hearted. 

Why this folding of the hands, this feebleness of the 
faith! Amid the first exercises of the renewed soul, the 
work of a christian life is beheld througii the hright 
medium of joy and hope : there is no account laid with 
remidning corruptions within, and discouragementa and 
trial fi'om without ; believing all things, hoping all things, 
the warfere is hegun. What various hindrances beset the 
way ! what disappointments chill bis heart ! what sins 
still clog the soul ! He may have learned to labor, hut not 
to umit : while planting the seed he looked for tte harvest. 
This forms the great crisis in the religious life, when in the 
waning light of our first love to God, wo first fully realize 
all which that love demands : when the ardor of feeling is 
to be replaced by th.e steadfastness of principle : when the 
life that has been given us, no longer dependant upon the 
nurture of christian friends, must henceforth depend upon 
ourselves — mvr watchfulness, our labors, our care, must 
alone nourish it, strengthen it, and bring it to the stature 
of a perfect man in Christ Jesus. From this day of labor 
and of trial, alas I how many shrink ;— who is suffident for 
these things ? cries the fainting believer. 
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" I can do all things, tlirougli Christ strengthening 
me" — responds a living faitt, which beara the soul through 
its doubts and fears, and teaches that hardest, last learDed 
lesson, yet dearest and best of all, that in yielding a wiUinr; 
obedience to God, and striving to do his will, He tdll 
work in iis both to will and to do of his own good 
pleasure — Christ in man. 

This is the substance of an earnest piety : of a working, 
saving, living failli, beautifully and impressively illustrated 
in the life and labors of Hannah More. 

Who is striving after it ? who will go and do likewise ? 
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